
2023 New York State 
Spring Fire Weather Meeting

National Weather Service
Albany, NY

Binghamton, NY
Buffalo, NY

Burlington, VT
Upton, NY

Introductions and Overview of Fire Weather Program



Buffalo NY (BUF)
bufstorm.report@noaa.gov

Fire Focal: Aaron Reynolds
aaron.reynolds@noaa.gov

Binghamton NY (BGM)
bgm.stormreport@noaa.gov

Fire Focal: Mike Kistner
michael.kistner@noaa.gov

Burlington VT (BTV)
nws.er.btv.operations@noaa.gov

Fire Focal: Brooke Taber
brooke.taber@noaa.gov

Upton NY (OKX)
okx.operations@noaa.gov

Fire Focal: Joe Pollina
joseph.pollina@noaa.gov

Albany NY (ALY)
alb.stormreport@noaa.gov

Fire Focal: Dan Thompson
dan.b.thompson@noaa.gov

NWS Offices Serving NYS

Eastern Region Headquarters

Regional Fire Program Manager: 
Melissa DiSpigna
Melissa.DiSpigna@noaa.gov

mailto:bufstorm.report@noaa.gov
mailto:aaron.reynolds@noaa.gov
mailto:bgm.stormreport@noaa.gov
mailto:nws.er.btv.operations@noaa.gov
mailto:okx.operations@noaa.gov
mailto:alb.stormreport@noaa.gov
mailto:dan.b.thompson@noaa.gov


1. Introductions

2. NWS Background

3. NWS Fire Weather Products

4. NWS Fire Weather Webpages

5. New/Miscellaneous Items

Outline



Mission: provide forecasts and warnings 
for protection of life and property and 
enhancement of national economy 

122 NWS Offices



• About 25 people on staff
○ Meteorologists, Hydrologist, IT Officer, Electronic 

Systems Analyst, Electronics Technicians, Admin 
Assistant, Warning Coordination Meteorologist, 
Science and Operations Officer, 
Meteorologist-in-Charge   

• 24/7/365 operations

NWS Albany 

NWS Binghamton

NWS Upton

NWS Offices



• Fire weather
• Aviation
• Marine
• Severe weather
• Winter weather
• AWIPS
• Radar
• Drills

NWS Albany Ops Area

Typical workstation

NWS Offices
• Core duties

○ Watches, warnings, 
advisories

○ 7-day forecast
○ Decision support services

• Outreach
• Climate
• Hydrology 
• Upper air
• Mentoring
• GIS
• Satellite
• Web

Focal Point Duties



NWS
Fire Weather Products



Routine Products
• Gridded Fire Weather Forecast

� Graphical forecast of fire weather elements

� Updated daily around 4 am/pm (or more 
frequently if necessary)

Fire Weather Products



• FWF – Fire Weather Planning Forecast
� Brief fire weather discussion, 

followed by tabular forecast for the 
next ~48 hours and extended 
forecast

� Zone-averaged forecast
� Issued daily around 4 am/pm 

Mar–Nov, updated more frequently if 
necessary

Routine Products
Fire Weather Products



Routine Products

• FWM – National Fire 
Danger Rating System 
(NFDRS) Forecast
� Coded point forecasts 

valid 1300 LT for the 
next 7 days beginning 
the following day

� Issued daily around 3 
pm Mar–Nov

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program

• Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warnings are issued when the 
combination of dry fuels and weather conditions support extreme fire danger 
and/or fire behavior 

2022 
changes in 
bold

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program
• Fire Weather Watch: Issued 18–96 hours in advance of the expected onset of 

Red Flag conditions to give advance notice
� Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts

• Red Flag Warning: Issued typically within 24 hours of Red Flag conditions when 
confidence is high in reaching criteria
� Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts

• Special Weather Statement: Issued when conditions support enhanced fire 
weather behavior, but at levels below Red Flag criteria
� Issued per coordination with state fire weather contacts
� Also can be issued to raise elevated fire weather awareness for the fire 

weather community and/or general public

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program
• Collaboration Procedures

� A representative from one of the NWS offices will contact Cpt. Jaime Laczko 
or other NYSDEC contact to advise of fire weather conditions nearing or 
exceeding critical thresholds

� Ideally done the day before the expected conditions
� Cpt. Laczko or other NYSDEC contact will advise regarding fuel conditions 

and whether the combination of fuels and weather conditions supports a 
Special Weather Statement or Red Flag Warning

Fire Weather Products



Non-Routine Products: Red Flag Program

Fire Weather Products

Days with weather 
conditions (not fuels) 
meeting RFW criteria 
over NWS Albany County 
Warning Area:
2020: 3
2021: 3
2022: 6



Non-Routine Products: Spot Forecast
• Detailed forecasts of local 

conditions in support of 
wildfire suppression and 
natural resource 
management (e.g., 
prescribed burns)

• Typically issued with a ~20 
minute turnaround time 
from the request

• Requests can be made via 
weather.gov/spot

Fire Weather Products



Buffalo NY (BUF)
weather.gov/buf/FireWeather

Binghamton NY (BGM)
weather.gov/bgm/fireWeatherMain

Burlington VT (BTV)
weather.gov/btv/firewx

Upton NY (OKX)
weather.gov/okx/
fireweather

Albany NY (ALY)
weather.gov/aly/fire

NWS Fire Weather Webpages

http://weather.gov/buf/FireWeather
http://weather.gov/bgm/fireWeatherMain
http://weather.gov/btv/firewx
http://www.weather.gov/okx/fireweather
http://www.weather.gov/okx/fireweather
http://weather.gov/aly/fire


New/Miscellaneous Items - 
Statewide



Statewide AOPNEW:

https://www.weather.gov/media/bgm/NYSfireAOP.pdf

https://www.weather.gov/media/bgm/NYSfireAOP.pdf


Current

New 
(March 8, 2023)

Fire Weather Zone ChangesSOON:



Better Statewide MapsSOON:



Hazard Simplification: 
Fire Statements

Looking 
Ahead

● As part of NWS Hazard Simplification (HazSimp), Special Weather Statements for 
fire weather will be replaced by Fire Statements

● There may be opportunities to provide feedback on proposed wording/format

FIRE STATEMENT
...FIRE WEATHER CONDITIONS...

DESCRIPTION
...Elevated fire weather conditions from time 1 to time 2...

IMPACT
...Conditions are favorable for active fire spread from time 1 to time 2... OR ... Active fires may be hard to control from time 1 to 
time 2...

COMBINATION
...Gusty winds will cause fires that are difficult to control from time 1 to time 2... OR ...Isolated lightning strikes may trigger new 
fire starts from time 1 to time 2...



New/Miscellaneous Items - 
NWS Albany



• Sent to the NY fire weather email lists when we issue a Special Weather Statement 
for elevated risk of fire spread (usually AM)

• Used to raise situational awareness of fire weather conditions
• A more extensive briefing will be issued for Red Flag Warnings

One-Page Briefings



Changes to FWF Elements for 2023

Add: Atmospheric Dispersion Index (ADI)
Add: Low Visibility Occurrence Risk Indicator (LVORI)
Subtract: Dispersion

https://www.weather.gov/media/rnk/
fire/ADI_Guide.pdf

https://www.weather.gov/media/rnk/fire/ADI_Guide.pdf
https://www.weather.gov/media/rnk/fire/ADI_Guide.pdf


New/Miscellaneous Items - 
NWS Burlington



● Eric Evenson retired in Spring of 2022
● Currently down 3 METS with only myself on the fire weather team this spring
● Last year very quiet fire with no Red Flag Warning Events across WFO BTV 

forecast area
● Issued ~8 Special Weather Statements (SPS) in Spring of 2022 for near critical 

fire weather conditions
● Training will focus on adding value to spot forecasts, favorable patterns for fire 

weather concerns, minimum relative humidity forecasting, reviewing new fire 
weather zones, National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) weather elements 
and internal fire weather google sites review

● IMET deployment to Southwest Oregon in Summer of 2022 for weather support 
on Windigo Fire

● Did participate in the Northeast Compact Meeting Winter of 2023
● WFO BTV Virtual Fire Weather User Meeting planned for March 9th from 0900 

to 1100, but date might change due to scheduling conflicts

NWS Burlington Update:


