~ "Joe Strub Gave Us
Two Weeks Warning

IT'S A BIT TOO sarly to go inia a long
list of “lhank yous" for those who have
pitched In to battle the flood becanse the
worst is yet to come — but we'l| long re-
member the name of Joseph H. Strub Jr,
hydrologist at the U5 Weather Bureau
station at Minneapolls.

[ took Joe quile a while 1o reach any
definite concluslons, bui when he did, he
called the turn and gave us, we hope, am-
ple opportunily to prepare for the highest
elage of the Mississippl River 1n our his-
Lory.

On Mareh 18 he sald, “If additional yain.
fall occurs, crests at Winona will he near
those of 1452

March 31 ~— “Heavy April rains m:ay
mean a record flood crest for Winona.'

April 7 — He predicted 2n 18-foof or
higher crest,

April 8 — “The Winona crest will be
arpund 20 feef on Apri} 21"

April 8 — The crest was sel al 205 to
21 feet for Aprll 20,

THUS WE HAD TWD wesks warning
and at the direction of the city’s able Tead-
ers — professtonsl leaders if you please
— wa went 1o work. The men in chargs of
laying out the plan of preparedness and
battle were well-prepared, fhey were
calm, They knew how to buiid the dikes
and where o build them. Tpday, awalting
the predicted 205 to 21 fool crest next
Tuesday, we are in so much better shape
than we were in 1832 there is no compari-
son, But the crest will he higher, tog — by
glmost three feet, and anything ean
kappen,

We are hoping and trusting that most
of our homes and business dlstrict will be
spared by the giant dlkes and as we face
the Iast crucial days, we have perhaps as
fine & communications systent as can be
developed — and certainly one that would
do justice to a-city many titmes our size.

QUR COUNTER attack, it necessaey, is
ready and it is difficuit, all in all, o think
of a single thing the leaders have overleok-
ed. They have built, with the help of con-
tractors, machines, and volunieers, what
we hope will be impregnabie barriers.
Those who planned the more than
seven miles of dikes knew precisely where
to bufld them. it has been, indeed, a su-
perb job of engineering, whether thay hold
or not.

]

Mankato, Too, Fought
A Valiant Battle

(Editor's Note: — Editor Franklin
Regere of the Mankato Free FPresy statea
it very well and with Mankato posi ila
flood donger and Winona atill facing its
mas! critical hours, all we can oy iy
“Amen.”)

THE QUALITY OF work by city and
other government units, as weil a3 by vol-
unteers, in this year's high water stands
as unegualied in the history of this portion
of the Minnesola River valley, it is diffi-
cull tp conceive of anything that could
Bave been done which was overlooked.

The dikes guarding Mankain, Nerth
Mankato and LeHillier were built higher
than ever, and attention to keeping them
ready has been a permanent part of the
municipalities’ program. The river bed al-
80 was in better shape to take high water
than it was in the flood of 1951

Al the same time it might be well to
fake a look al what has happened in the
past 14 years and to consider s program
for the future. It Is no secret that battling
high water is expensive. In 1952 North
Mankalo residenls coniributed individ-
ually $40,000 io sirengthen {he dike. They
eonsidered it money wel} invested,

THE FACT THAT there have besn ma-
dor fleod threals three times in fourteen
years focuses on the increasing frequency

-of high water as the years have passed.
Floods occurred in the years preceding the
1930s, but mat wih the regularily of the
past decade and cne half.

There are various causes for this. In
1951 the snowfall lotaled nearly B8 inches,
mote than twice normal. This year we had
ahout 61 inches of snow, &0 percent above
nermszl. Buf ihis spring the river level
reached a height thal exceeded that of 14
years ago.,

THERE MAY be a number af reasons
for ihis, although the winter seasons were
strikingly similar. Among the new causes
of high water mwst be included the filing
of farm land and the draining of swamps
through the county difeh program. In olher
words, we are channeling mere water than
ever into the river. The pothales have vir-
tually vanished and it is a rare farm that
has a swampy area or a pomd in its pas-
tures. The waler is sent on il§ way to the
river al the earliest possible fime.

It iz difficult to see how ihis threal czn
be alleviated 1o a greater extent than it is
now by deepening the river channel or
building up the dikes. We are likely to be
faced with s succession of threais ahout
which we can do nething that hasm't al-
ready been done.

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE to perlod-
fc threats of finoding is 1o ascertain which
areas are likely fo he subjected ¢ high
water znd lo discourage further use of that
land for homes, business slructures or
farming aperations. — Mankalo Free Press,
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Walk in wisdoms {oward them (hat are with-
oul, redeeming the time, Colosrians 4:5,
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TODAY IN NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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By DAVID LAWRENCE

WASHINGTON — "Discrimination” is being
widely condemned nowadays. Yet the federal
government Haelf engages io & cerlaln type of
discrimination when it insists on knowning the
nember of Negroes employed by - contractors
doing government work but does mei ask for
information which might reveal whether any
other form of raclal or religious discriminas
tien in employment Is heing practiced.

a contractor, for example, performs
tlreel-improvement work which is subsidized
by the federal government, it is necessary for
the contractor to submit a weekly payroll form
which not only ltemizes the lotal number of
his employes separated into-categorles of the
skilled, semi-skliled and unskilled, but also has
2 special column to show how many of the to-
al in each group are Negroes.

An executive order jssued on March 6, 1961,
and subsequently amended by the Democratic
administratlon here, requires the contractor io
agree that he “will nol diserlminate against any
employe or applicant for employmenl because
of race, creed, coler or pational erlgin,

THE FERERAL government goes not, how-
ever, require any report ok how meny Catho-
lics, prodestants or Jewish persons ara employ-
ed, nor does it ask the “national origin'' of em-
ployes — that s, whether they are Italians,
Greeks, English, Freach, Mexicans, Afrlcans,
or Asians. )

The purpsse of the governments) forms is {o
prevent discrimination, but the federal govern.
ment seems fo be concerned only with dis.
criminalion involving Negores. A contractor in
a western stale — whose personnel changes
frord time to time because of the nature of
his work — wrifes to this carpespondent as
follows:

“You will notice that, in addition lo the
number of etnployes, the form requires that
the number of Negores employed must alsa ba
reported. This appears {o us 1o be a most flag-
rantly discriminatory type of inquiry for our
government to make at a time when discrimi-
nators are to be punished. Aren't American
Indians, Chinese and all ather races now heing
discriminated against by our government bhe-
cause these people are not included in lhe re-
porting requirernent? It iz difficult to believe
that thinking Negroes would want to be singled
out in this way as the oniy people named on a
government guestionnaire.

“WE ARE A smal! organization and we have
employed Negro men in past yerars who hpve
done excellent work and were a credit to our
firm. But when several of these payroll forms
were submilted: last summer we did not hap-
pen to have any Negro employes to report. By
our answer to thls Inquiry in the negative, we
naturally are eoncerned about ils effect on goy-
ernment perscrnel and how it will in turn af-
fact our relationship with the government in
the future.”

Tha government has not drawn up its re
port farms to ascertsin whether competent em-
ployes applied for the jobs and whether a sin-
cere effort was made ¢ hire persons of differ-
ent races or nationalities. The ferm simply asks
the total number and how many sre Negroes.
If there ia a sospicion that the percentage of
Negroes is too small, the povernment, of
©olirse, ¢an Make this a basis far refusing to
renew a confract or te do business with the
firm in the future,

IN YEARS GONE BY
Ten Years Ago ... 1955

Henry Epslein was installed as exalied rul-
er of Winona Lodge 327, Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elis,

The sale of Archie’s Snack Shop was an-
nouiced. Assuming management of the cafe,
which Mr. and Mrs. Archie McGili have op-
erated for lhe Jest tem years, is BEverett H.
Caldwell, )

Rollie Tust wili be installed as president of
the Wincna Aerie 1243, Fraternal Order of Ea-
gles in June,

Twenty-Five Years Ago . . . 1940

Dir. Samuel Schaefer was named by the City
Council to succeed Dr. W. V. Lindsay as city
health officer. Dr. Schaefer is a former alder-
man ard president of the council.

Ben F, Gurney, 1st Ward director, was nam-
ed president, of the Board of Educalien to suc-
ceed George T. Higgins, director-atlarge,

Fifty Years Ago . . . 1915

The educational emnibus appropriatien blll
was passed by the Senate. The Winona Normal
School gefs $71700 annually for malntenance
for the next two years.

C. J. Murphy leit for en extensive trip 1o
Mentana on business.

Seventy-Five Years Ago ... 1890
C. E. Wheeler has heen appolnled manager
of the Winona Wlllow Works.
Frank Libby Teft {or Spokane Falls, Wash.,
where he expeets to be employed during the
summet,

The fourth anniversary hall of Lhe Modern
Woodmen was held at the armory,

One Hundred Years Ago ... 1865

The Beard of County Commissioners have
heen in session for [wo days. The principal
item of imporlant business was the grainling
af a license or charler to establish a ferry
across the river at Lhis point. 5. D. Vangorder
received the license which is to be in force for
{ive years.
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Johnson Assures Senators

On North Viet Bombing

By JACK ANDERSON
(Fdiler's Note: The col-
umn i pritten loday by
Drew FPearsort’s asscciale,
Juck Andersom.)

WASHINGTON — On the
afternoon of his uncendi-
tional offer to negotiate a
Viel Nam frure, President
Johnson  talked over hig
speech with three senators
who haven'l always agreed
with him on Viet Nam. =

They were Frank Church
of Idaho, George McGovern
of South Dakota, and Dale
McGee of Wyoming, ali
Demecrats, who slipped into
the White House through a
side doar,

For Church, it was his
first wisit with the Presi-
dent since theiv alleged ex-
change over ldaho dams. A
reporl bad deaked to the
press that the President had
taken Church aside at a
White House recepticn and
bad asked where he was
getting bis critical ideas on
Viat Nam.

JWHEX CEURCH cited

Walter Lipmann's coluran,
according to the story, the
President suggested coldly
that the next {ime Church
wanted a dam in Idabo he
s{.-hnuld ask Walter Lipmann
or it

LBJ alluded to the story
us he cheerfully greeled the
three senators.

"How," he asked Church,
“is ,the dam-buildisg pro-
gram going in ldaha?"

"The next dam we fin
ish,” retoried Church,

- “we're going fo call the

Walter Lippmann dam.”
The senaler from Idaho
went on Lo say that he had
announced plans to speak in
the Senate where he had
intended to appeal for a
break in  the diplomatic
deadlock over Viet Nam.
Since this was exactly what

the President was now do=

fng, Church offered to cail
off his speech “if you will
read it."

MCGOVEERN STARTED 1n
express apprehension, how-
ever, tver the contlnued
hombing of Notth Viet Nam
while there was hope for ne-
gotiations.

Before he coold finish,
the President broke in: "1
am walching every homb
that is dropped up lhere. 1
don't 1et them bomb an out-
hause without getfing per-
sonal permission from me.”

He stressed that he knew
exactly what was being

hombed, that the targels
were military installafions,
and that he hadn't received
8 repert of 2 single Yife lost
from the atlacks.

“Rr. President, I am glad
¥ou are controlling the
bombing Lhe way you are,”
commented  Church, ‘“he-
cause T frust your disere-
tion and judgment. But I
would also trust your dis-
cretion and judgment at the
conference table, [ dont
think you would be another
Neville Chamberlaln,*

“This Is where we'll stop
the discussion,” said the
President, smiling, *'while
I'm still ahesd.”

IN THE MIDDLE of Pres-
{dent Johnson’s honeymoon
with businessmen, the Na-
tional Asseciation of Manu-
Farturers hes gome behind
his hack to plant editorials
around the country attack-
ing his anti-poverty pro-

ram.

A Nam hzndout, blasting
the anti-povery effart as a
boondoggle that “wiil gobhle
up a hundred billion dollars
in a decade,” has been pick-
ed op and published verba-
titn by newspapers from tha
Hattiesburg, Miss., Ameri-
can to the Dunkirk-Fredon-
ia, N.Y., observer.

“It f{akes a prodigious
amount of planning even to
squander that much money,
let alone use it wisely," de-

clares the NAM editorial,
though no such spending
program is contemplated.
““Congress and the volers
had better keep an eye an
the federal activity, which
seems so far o be no more
than an untidy alliance be-
tween study groups, polili-
cal hacks, and publicists,”

NAM’s publicists have
tried to conceal the source
of the critical edifarial, but
one hewspaper slipped up
and attribuled it 1o the
NAM.

NOTE - The President,
when he put Vice President
Humphray in charge of the
anti-poverty program warn-
ed him, only hall jokingly,
“if this program gels in
{rouble, it'il be your neck.”

Rep. Adam Clayten Pow-
ell, the Harlem CGlobe Trot-
ler, left Washington last
month for his sixth winler
vacation,

He had already whiled
away part of the fall and
winter in Hawaii, Acapulce,
Maxica and Puerlo Rico.

- BUT HE TOOK off again
lor a week's cruise in the
Caribbean. The Tesmsters
Unian provided a vacht, the
Sea Rose, free of <harge.

President Johnson is hack-
ing away at the jumgle of
red iape that has grown up
araund the federal bureau-
cracy.
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Te Earn More

One Must Lears More
To the Edilor:

There (5 a greai irend in
sdult education throughout
the United States at the
preseni time. Many adults
finding more leisure time ot
thelr hands are making
good use of it by refurning
to the classroom and aequir-
ing 8 betler knowledge of
all the important things,
happénings, and events that
are ocenrring “in the world
around them. Today a good
education Is so important In
enghling us to get more out
of living.

Most women say that they
are refurnilng to equly them.
selves for earning a living
should the need arise. This
need could easily happen
since statistles show thalb
men are dying eariler than
women. Other women are
going back 1o college be-
cause their families nra
grown up and lhey need &
sense of fulfilment In their
Hves.

Many men refurn to ihe
campuses each year bhe-
cause in the flerce world of
competilion one just has to
keep ahreast of the times.
And then olher men who
are retired from regular
fobs are relurning just to
gain more knowledge and
enrichment in their [ives.

T am so grateful fo ail
the prople who encouraged
me Lo veturn to school, the
La Crosse State University,
te obtain a higher education
and enrichment of my life.
T am very grateful o the
state Department of Public
Welfare, Aid to the Visually
Handicapped of Minnesola
who are heiping me by their
rehabilitation program. It ix
nol easy to return fo rehool
after an absence of 18
yeers; nor is it easy io at-
tend as a legally blind per-
son. This opportunity has
given me the chance to
prove to myself that 1 ean
do more than just house-
work and child care, If x
very satisfying to know that
if you learn mcre, you can
carn more,

Miss Fay Gengler
Caledonia, Minn.
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§.E. Minncsola Tourlst
Assotiation Is Needed

To {he Editar:

1t is very difficull to get
organized to de anylhing in
today's complex and busy
sueiely, However, il is cost-
ing Sputhezstern Minnesota
literally millions of deolars
every year by any yard-
slick ... be
nol doing as good » job s
we Tight do to develop the
potential for tourism inher-
ent in . .,

Whitewaler State  Park
.« .the Root, Zumbre and
Cannon Rivers ... Lake
Pepin Rochester's
warld - rencwned medical
center ... the nalionally-
tamotts blufis of the Alis-
sissippi from Red Wing to
la Urescent ., . our devel-
oping stale parks and camp-
siles, Sugar Loal at Winona.

We should form an over-
all “Council” of leaders of
all of the Scitheastern coun-
ties to form & policy for de-
velopment if not this vear,
then mnext year. However,
the delay of even one year
will eost us many millions
of dollars.

The averall council is the
one we Are trying to form
out of the landmark meet-
ing sponsored by Congress-
man Quie in January, Prog-
ress has been slow.

Some are said ta feel that
& Soulheaslern Minnesota
‘Tourist Association is an ef-
fart by the Hiawatha Val.
ley Associalion {0 "fake
over.” Others feel il would
be “just one more organi-
zation.”

Any “take aver” talk
about the Miawatha Valley
Association is sheer none
sense and should be so iden-
titied. The IIVA is a striclly
volunteer crganization. Ita
members come only frem
towns along the Mississippi
River. They know what
more tourism can do for
their communities . . . and
this is why some of thase
Retive in the HIVA have tried
1o awaken others Ln the op-
parlunilies growing every
¥oar in touristry.

What should a Seutheast-
ern Minnesota Tourisl Asso-
ciation he? It should be, first
of all, a gathering of
leaders of individual coun-
ties wha cither have a direct
selt-interest in  promoding
more (ravel of who will be
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TO THE EDITOR

[

nble to effictively communl. i
cate to olhers existing op- -
ties in touristry and

upcoming  challenges ' and

opportunities. . ]

To those who think there
{s samething to be gained
by continuing to compels
hetween cities . . . wonder.
ing whether Rochester .
mighl lose something if it .
cooperates with Red Wing
. + . Whether Lake City will .
get mare thap Astin .
through & good organlzation

... ete. . . . consider a few -

poinis: .

There wouldn't be a sine . -

gle functioning crganization -
to promote tourism [n South-
eastern Minnesota if there
weren’t foday a Hiawatha
Valley Ascociation involving
Red Wing, Lake Cily, Wab-
asha, Winona, La Crescent
and [a Crosse pecple.

Can you lmagine someone
In Brainerd begrudging D
luth, Ely or Grand Marais
the lourist business which
passes {hrough Brainerd oo
the way norih? ;

Know your colinly. Have
an inventory completed this .
year, Educsle your cetinty
about lhe opportunities, De-
velep open cooperation
among all cifies, Delegate
your leaders to share their
infermalion and inspiration
in an overall courcil, De-
velop ant annual aclion pro-
gram to inspire all of South.
easlern Minnesola, -

We should really be doing
something to get more Sal-
urdny and Sunday business
this summer and fall . . .
aod really reach out for
these new dollars next year,

George L. Brooks,
Radin Sfation KCUR
Red \ving, Minn.
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Surpests Drawdown
Preceding Floods

Ta the Edllor:

The present slupendous
damage being wrought by
Mississippi  {lood  walsrs
makes me wonder abouk
something and long for am
answer,

When the series of 20
locks and dams from the
Twin Cities ta St, Lotls was
balng  construcled in  the
1930s, 1t was understond its
purpase was for the mainte-
nance of a permanent nines
foot channel, and there was
some talk that the system
could be used for fMood con-
trol. But later lhe under-
standing was the only pur-
pose was for navigation and
fram my observatlon, have
Ing always lived in Alma,
the only attentlon given ta
flood waters was when tha
water roge so high the gales
had to be opened.

I do recall lhat one sea-
500, 50mMe Years ago, when
there was a lack of water
In ore of the pools down rly-
er, I think the Chain of
Rocks, there was a drawe
down from the upper pools,
including the pool here bes
low Alma Dam 4, when we
gaw the water al a very low
stage. it may be it was
during lhe war years, the
16405, when war vessals
were  being  iransporled
down the river, and extra
depth was required.

What concerns me, [f
there could be » draw-
down from pools fust for
flealing boats, why could
hol a general drawdown
from 29 pools including the
greal Lake Pepin, preceding
the arrival of record flood
walers, as in 1951, 1952, and
greatest of all, this year
1385, provide vast basin ca-
pacity lor the flood walers
end  greatly reduce tha
height of the Mood erest?

Is there a reasonahla
answer, or has a great po-
tential value of our wondet-
fui  Mississippl river £ys-
tem of 29 dama been sadly
reglecled, to the sorrow of
many thousands of pecple?

Theodare Buehler
Alma, Wis.
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