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U.S. Drought Monitor

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor valid October 16, 2024.

● Drought intensity and Extent
○ D4 Exceptional Drought: None.
○ D3 Extreme Drought: Has expanded to 

include much of the southwest counties.
○ D2 Severe Drought: Continues to expand 

across the southwest and now in a few areas 
in the east and southeast.

○ D1 Moderate Drought: Most of the area is 
now in D1 or worse.

○ D0 Abnormally Dry: The northern tier of 
counties has had the most rain during this 
dry spell but is still abnormally dry.

● A cold front will move through the area Saturday 
night and early Sunday morning. Although there 
could be some rainfall associated with the 
system, no significant drought relief is expected 
over the next 10 days.

Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for central Alabama

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_wfobmx_cat.png


Recent Change in Drought Intensity
Link to the latest 4-week change map for central Alabama

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change. 
○ Drought Worsened: Most of the area has 

seen drought intensity increase
○ No Change: Limited to areas mainly across 

the northwest.
○ Drought Improved: None.

Image Caption: U.S. Drought Monitor 4-week change map valid 
October 7th, 2024

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_wfoBMX_chng_4W.png


Precipitation
Last 30 days

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● Very dry conditions have 
persisted across much of 
the deep south over the 
past 30 days.

● Most locations across 
central Alabama have 
received 25% or less of 
average rainfall. 

● Average weekly rainfall 
for the month of October 
should be around 0.50 
to 0.75 inches per week.

● October is typically the 
driest month of the year 
and can be highly 
dependent on tropical 
systems for rainfall. 

 

Image Captions: 
Map - Departure from normal map for Alaba

Data over the past 30 days ending Oct 15, 2025

https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-30-day-percent-of-normal-precipitation-gulf-states.png


Summary of Impacts
Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL 

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows are continuing to slowly worsen across most of the area.

Agricultural Impacts
● No updates from the USDA have been reported.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● A Fire Danger Advisory is in effect for the entire state.

Other Impacts
● None  

Drought Mitigation Actions
● Please refer to your municipality and/or 

water provider for mitigation 
information.

https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://www.forestry.alabama.gov/Pages/News/2025/FireDanger.aspx


Hydrologic Conditions and Impacts

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● Although streamflows over 
the past 7 days show much 
of the area as normal (green), 
the values shown are in the 
lower percentiles of the 
normal range with conditions 
continuing to worsen. 

● Click the link to the right for a 
full map and legend to the 
image provided. 

Figure Caption: USGS 7 day streamflows 
for Alabama, valid Oct 15, 2025

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=al
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=pa07d&sid=w__map%7Cm__pa07d_nwc&r=al


Fire Hazard Impacts

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● The Alabama drought 
declaration map has all 
of Alabama in either an 
advisory, watch or 
warning status. 

● Click the link at the 
bottom of the page for 
more information.

Image caption: Alabama drought declaration map image

Link to Alabama Forestry Commision

https://adeca.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/DroughtDeclaration.pdf
https://forestry.alabama.gov/Pages/News/2023/NoBurnOrder.aspx


Seven Day Precipitation Forecast

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● Rainfall amounts over the next 7 
days will vary from the northwest to 
the southeast as a weakening cold 
front moves through the area. Many 
of the driest locations will continue 
to receive very little rainfall. 

Image Caption: Weather Prediction Center 7-day precipitation forecast valid  
October 16 to October 23

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif


Long-Range Outlooks
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● The outlook for the 
remainder of October is 
calling for higher chances 
of above normal 
temperatures across the 
area. 

● Rainfall probabilities are 
calling for near normal  
chances of average 
average rainfall but no 
significant drought 
altering rainfall is 
expected.

Image Captions: 
Left - October Temperature Outlook. 
Right - October Precipitation Outlook.

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Monthly Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM YYYY

Image Captions: 
Left - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Temperature Outlook. 
Right - Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Precipitation Outlook.
Valid MM to MM YYYY

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-temperature-outlook-gulf-states.png
https://storage.googleapis.com/noaa-nidis-drought-gov-data/current-conditions/nws-dgt-images/nws-monthly-precipitation-outlook-gulf-states.png
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead14/off15_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif


Drought Outlook

National Weather Service
Birmingham, AL

● Drought conditions are expected to 
worsen over the month of October.

Image Caption: 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook Released MM DD, 
YYYY valid for MM-MM YYYY

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 

Image Caption: 
CPC Seasonal Drought Outlook Released September 30, 2025 
and valid now through October 2025.

The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

