
...SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK IN NEW ENGLAND AND NEW YORK... 

 

THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE...ALONG WITH ALL THE NEW ENGLAND STATES  

AND THE STATE OF NEW YORK...HAVE PROCLAIMED THE WEEK OF APRIL 24TH  

THROUGH APRIL 30TH AS SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK. 

 

ALTHOUGH THE NUMBER OF TORNADOES AND SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS MAY BE  

LOW IN VERMONT AND NORTHERN NEW YORK...THE NUMBER OF DAYS WITH  

THUNDERSTORMS RANGES FROM 20 TO 30 DAYS. REMEMBER...AN "AVERAGE"  

THUNDERSTORM CONTAINS POTENTIALLY DEADLY LIGHTNING THAT CAN STRIKE  

THE GROUND. 

 

LIGHTNING STRIKES THE EARTH MANY TIMES EACH SECOND AND IS A DEADLY 

SURGE OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT. AVERAGE STATISTICS SHOW THAT LIGHTNING  

KILLS MORE PEOPLE THAN HURRICANES OR TORNADOES...RESPONSIBLE FOR  

NEARLY 60 DEATHS AND 500 INJURIES ANNUALLY IN THE UNITED STATES.  

 

THUNDER IS THE RESULT OF A LIGHTNING STRIKE AND IS CREATED WHEN 

LIGHTNING HEATS UP THE AIR AROUND IT...UP TO 50,000 DEGREES AND  

CAUSES THE AIR TO EXPAND AND CONTRACT RAPIDLY. BECAUSE LIGHT TRAVELS  

MUCH FASTER THAN SOUND...YOU HEAR THE THUNDER AFTER YOU SEE THE  

LIGHTNING. 

 

HERE IS HOW YOU CAN DETERMINE HOW CLOSE THE LIGHTNING IS. ONCE YOU 

SEE A FLASH OF LIGHTNING...START COUNTING THE SECONDS. WHEN YOU HEAR 

THE THUNDER...STOP COUNTING. DIVIDE THE NUMBER OF SECONDS YOU COUNTED 

BY FIVE TO GET THE DISTANCE OF THE LIGHTNING IN MILES FROM YOUR 

LOCATION. 

 

IF YOU PLAN TO BE OUTSIDE...CHECK THE LATEST FORECAST AND KEEP AN 

EYE ON THE SKY. MOVE INSIDE WHEN THUNDERSTORMS ARE NEAR. ALMOST ALL 

LIGHTNING DEATHS OCCUR OUTDOORS. WHEN INSIDE...KEEP AWAY FROM 

WINDOWS...DOORS AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES. STAY AWAY FROM WATER AND 

DO NOT USE THE TELEPHONE...EXCEPT IN AN EMERGENCY. 

 

IF YOU ARE STRANDED OUTSIDE...GET INSIDE YOUR CAR. IF THIS IS NOT 

POSSIBLE...SEEK SHELTER IN A LOW AREA. DO NOT STAND NEAR A TALL TREE. 

 

IF YOU ARE BOATING...GET TO SAFE HARBOR AT ONCE. IF SWIMMING GET OUT 

AND AWAY FROM THE WATER IMMEDIATELY. 

 

REMEMBER...LIGHTNING MAY STRIKE MILES FROM THE STORM CLOUD. IF YOU  

CAN HEAR THUNDER...THEN YOU ARE AT RISK OF A LIGHTNING STRIKE AND 

PRECAUTIONS SHOULD BE TAKEN.  

 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATED TO SEVERE WEATHER OR FORECASTS... 

CHECK THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HOMEPAGE AT WWW.WEATHER.GOV AND 

FOR THE BURLINGTON VERMONT OFFICE...CLICK ON VERMONT. 


