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Drought conditions were the main characteristics of September. There were episodes of light rainfall 
throughout the month as frontal systems moved through the region. Rainfall totals for the month ranged 
from 3 to 4 inches in northern Vermont to one to two inches elsewhere (Fig 1), and were one to three 
inches below normal (Fig 2). The below normal rainfall and runoff allowed rivers to generally be in 
recession throughout the month (Figs 3 & 4), and on average flows were below normal at nearly all river 
gaging stations (Fig 5). The US Drought Monitor expanded the area for Moderate Drought (D1) into 
northeast New York and western Vermont (Figs 6 & 7). Dry conditions were also reflected in the level 
of Lake Champlain, falling from 94.34 on September 1 to 93.82 on September 30 (Fig 8).  
  



 
Figure 1 

 

 
Figure 2 



 
Figure 3, Average Streamflow for Vermont August 30 2016 to October 12 2016 

 

 
Figure 4, Average Streamflow for New York August 30 2016 to October 12 2016. 



 
Figure 5, September 2016 average streamflows 



 
Figure 6, US Drought Monitor August 30 2016 

 
Figure 7, US Drought Monitor September 27 2016 



 
Figure 8, Lake Champlain at Burlington Sept 1 2016 - Sept 30 2016 

 


