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 An X inside this box indicates that no flooding occurred within this hydrologic service area. 
 
 
 

 
Overall August 2020 was a warm and wet month for the Burlington VT HAS, except for extreme Northeastern 
Vermont which was drier than normal. Total precipitation (Figure 1) for the month ranged from about 2” in 
extreme Northeastern Vermont up to 7” at Lake Placid, NY in the Northern Adirondacks. From the spine of the 
Greens westward, monthly precipitation departures averaged around 1-2” above normal. East of the Greens, 
monthly precipitation departures ranged from about 1-3” below normal. (Figure 2) Our drought status increased 
in severity across eastern Vermont. (Figure 3) 
 
The biggest and most widespread rain system of the month was when the remnants of Tropical Cyclone Isaias 
moved across the North Country on August 4th and 5th. (Figure 4) Most of the area had at least three quarters of 
an inch of rain, and a swath across the center of our CWA saw closer to 2-3” of rain. The only river point which 
surpassed minor flood stage was East Branch Ausable River at Ausable Forks, NY. It crested at 7.61’, less than 
a foot above flood stage, on August 5th. 
 
On August 24th an isolated thunderstorm which was nearly stationary caused isolated flash flooding in western 
Rutland County in Southern Vermont. A cooperative observer in Whitehall, NY (just west of there) measured 
over 5” of rain that day. (Figure 5) This was the only flash flooding during the month.  
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Figure 1: Monthly precipitation for August 2020.
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Figure 2: Monthly precipitation departure from normal for August 2020. 
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Figure 3: US Drought Monitor status for BTV HSA on Sept 1, 2020.  
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Figure 4: Rainfall totals from remnants of TC Isaias. 
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Figure 5: Radar image of nearly stationary thunderstorm and flash flood polygon on August 24, 2020. 


