


January turned out to be a relatively dry and mild month, with most of 
southern New Mexico and west Texas seeing below normal rainfall totals. 
The one exception is across the Tularosa Basin, where a small surplus of 
rainfall fell. Despite the dry month, drought conditions are still at a 
minimum, as our longer term rainfall (since October) still shows a small 
surplus for most of the area.

Temperatures were slightly above normal, as once again low 
temperatures were the main reason for this warmth, with many sites 
showing minimum temperatures 1 to 3 degrees above normal. 

January saw three storms of note-the first being on the 2nd of the month. 
A moderate Pacific storm system swept through the area, bringing light rain 
showers to the lowlands and light snow to the mountains. However it did 
bring strong winds to the area, with many locations reporting wind gusts of 
40 to 50 mph. The second storm pushed through on the 9th and 10th. This 
system brought light showers to the lowlands but the mountains, especially 
the Sacramento Mountains, received heavy snow, with reports of 6 to 10 
inches common. The third system swept through on the 21st and 22nd. This  



storm brought light to moderate rain showers over the lowlands. The system was
also warm enough to bring mostly rain to the mountains, with the rain turning to 
snow toward the end of the episode. 

Looking ahead to this leap year February, daylight continue to slowly accelerate. 
Daylight on the 1st is 10 hrs and 40 mins, increasing to 11 hrs 30 mins of daylight on 
the 29th. We will see a full moon on the 8th, while  a new moon will occur on the 
23rd. At El Paso, the average high temperature on the 1st is 60 degrees, warming to 
66 degrees on the last day of the month.



Jan 2 Snow in Cloudcroft

Jan 21 Snow in Cloudcroft

Jan 22 Fog/Low clouds El PasoJan 22 Fog Elephant Butte



Jan 22 Low clouds El Paso

Jan 27 Rainbow

Jan 27 Shower Upper Valley

Jan 27 Las Cruces Rainbow



Jan 27 Snow in Timberon



ENSO conditions are 

neutral. Alert system is 

not active

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast

ENSO is now in a neutral phase and is expected to remain 

that way through the winter



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

January 28, 2020 October 29, 2019

Current drought conditions for 

New Mexico and 3 month change



Intensity:

D0 - Abnormally Dry 

D1 - Moderate Drought 

D2 - Severe Drought 

D3 - Extreme Drought 

D4 - Exceptional Drought 

Build your own custom slider maps here at:

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ComparisonSlider.aspx

Current drought conditions for Texas as of January 28, 2020



Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of January 31, 2020
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Snow Data Upper Rio Grand Basin as of January 31, 2020

Normal Snow Depth for 

December

Normal Snow Depth for 

January



Snow Water Equivalent as of January 31, 2020
Compare to last few years and average values
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Temperature and precipitation data for 

January 2020 in El Paso 

= record





















http://www.srh.noaa.gov/epz/?n=elpwindrosedata



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 10  128 PM CLOUDCROFT (COOP)-OTERO 8 INCHES SNOWFALL

JAN 10 1210 PM CLOUDCROFT (TOWN)-OTERO 6 INCHES SNOWFALL



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/



