


2022 was an interesting year in that we continued in a long stretch of the La 
Niña phase in the ENSO pattern. The year began in the second year of a “double 
dip” La Niña (two consecutive years of La Niña). With La Niña firmly entrenched at 
the end of the year, we began a triple dip La Niña (3 consecutive years), which 
would only be the third occurrence of this since ENSO records began in 1950. 
Though La Niña’s tend to be drier than  normal, the past two Monsoon seasons 
have been wetter than normal. This has really eased up on the drought conditions.

Back to 2022, the year began on a cold note. January through March monthly 
temperatures were well below normal for much of the area, while most of the 
area excepting Dona Ana, western Otero, and Hudspeth Counties, received much 
below normal precipitation. Then April through July turned around to the other 
end of the spectrum, with very dry conditions and well above normal 
temperatures. In fact, for most places, these four months finished in the top 10 
warmest months for each of the four months. April and May saw most sites fail to 
even record any rainfall. Thus fire conditions rapidly deteriorated and wildfires 
began to develop over several areas of New Mexico. In our area the big fire was in 
the Black Range, named the Black Fire. It ended up being one of the biggest fires in 
New Mexico history. 



Despite the Monsoon season beginning about three weeks earlier than 
normal (mid/late June), the Monsoon rains mostly held off until late July and 
August before copious amounts of rainfall occurred. In fact, many places had 
reached their summer average rainfall by the end of August.  The year ended 
in a bit more typical fashion; just a bit above normal rainfall most areas. In 
temperatures we saw a very cold November bookended by a warmer than 
normal October and December. 
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