


Very Spring-like January this year with the higher elevations receiving 
the brunt of weather impacts. High wind events both on the 7th and 11th

were the most impactful weather, bringing a series damaging winds and 
blowing dust. Two heavy mountain snow events occurred on the 4th and 
22nd. A blast of arctic air arrived in the middle of the month, with El 
Paso dropping to 21 degrees the morning of the 16th. No daily 
temperature records were broken at El Paso this month and the 
monthly temperature averages ran slightly above normal. 

Monthly precipitation was typical for January, if not slightly below 
normal in most locations. The majority of precipitation occurred over 
the higher elevations of southern New Mexico, with generally less than 
an inch in the lowlands. This month’s reported snow totals ranged from 
4 to 8 inches in Silver City and 18 to 24 inches at Cloudcroft. 



Climate conditions maintain a drier than normal status despite the 
presence of a strong El Niño. Severe to Extreme drought conditions 
persist this winter and upper Rio Grande snowpack is well below 
normal for the start of February. 

Looking ahead to February, the start of the Spring warmup will begin. At 
El Paso, the average high temperature on Feb. 1 is 61 degrees, 
increasing to 67 degrees on the last day of the month. Daylight on the 
first is 10 hours, 41 minutes, increasing to 11 hours, 30 minutes on the 
last day of the month. 

The new moon occurs on the 9th. The February full moon, also known 
as the Snow Moon, occurs on the 24th. The new moon occurs on the 
20th. There are no lunar or solar eclipses in February; we will have to 
wait until April for that. 



Jan 4 Snow beginning Silver City

Jan 4 Cloudcroft Jan 4 Silver City

Jan 4 Snow Gila Wilderness



Jan 4 Snow near Tyrone Jan 5 Snow at Cloudcroft

Jan 5 Timberon Jan 7 Snow at Silver City



Jan 8 Lake Roberts Jan 8 Snow at Lake Roberts

Jan 8 Snow Gila Wilderness Jan 8 Snow Gila Wilderness



Jan 11 Wind damage in El Paso

Jan 9 Black Range Jan 11 Snow near Silver City

Jan 11 Wind damage in El Paso



Jan 14 Lenticular 

Clouds near Organ Mtn



Jan 12 near Mimbres Jan 16 Lake Roberts ice

Jan 26 View from Buckhorn Jan 27 Gila Wilderness



Jan 23 Funnel cloud near Lordsburg







ENSO Alert System Status: 

El Niño Advisory is in Effect

ENSO Alert System



ENSO Forecast
ENSO is in strong El Niño status and is expected to last into spring 

before transitioning to neutral by the beginning of summer of 2024; 

possibly back to La Niña by the end of summer.



La Niña Pattern 

El Niño Pattern 

With a La Niña pattern, a ridge of high 
pressure  tends to build off the west coast of
the U.S., blocking most of our Pacific winter
storm systems. These storms tend to end
up moving across the northern Plains and 
down to the southeastern part of the country. 
Of course it is important to remember that
these patterns are only what typically 
happens and are not guaranteed to occur. 

With El Niño, we often see the opposite
pattern where the eastern Pacific ridge of high
pressure is often weak or non-existent, 
allowing winter storms to sweep across the
southern U.S. This typically will give the south-
western U.S. above normal precipitation.



• Abnormally Dry – D0 

• Moderate Drought – D1  

• Severe Drought – D2

• Extreme Drought – D3
• Exceptional – D4

Jan 23, 2024 Oct 24, 2023

Current drought conditions 

and 3 month change



Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of Jan 31, 2024

Departure From NormalSnow Depth



Snow Data Upper Rio Grande Basin as of December 31, 2023

Snow Depth Departure From Normal



Snow Water Equivalent as of January 31, 2024
Compare to last few years and average values

2019

Median

2024

2023



Precipitation for the Water Year Oct 1 – Jan 31, 2024
Compare to last few years and average values

Median

2024

2023

2019





(Record Low Temps)
1450

Temperature and precipitation data for 

January 2024 in El Paso = record

Normal: 0.39”

Actual: 0.26”



Temperature and Precipitation 

for 2024 for El Paso 



















Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 7  255 PM WSMR BLDG1830-DONA ANA 71 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  335 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 8  458 AM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 56 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 8  318 AM SIERRA BLANCA-HUDSPETH 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  712 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 54 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  426 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 51 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  1240 PM NORTH LORDSBURG PLAYA-HIDALGO 49 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  755 PM SANTA TERESA NWS-DONA ANA 48 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  915 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 48 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  523 PM MAYHILL-OTERO 45 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 8  141 AM MESCALERO-OTERO 44 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 7  643 PM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA 44 MPH PEAK WIND GUST



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 11  420 PM SAN AUGUSTIN PASS-DONA ANA 96 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11 1245 PM WSMR MAIN POST-DONA ANA 74 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  705 PM EL PASO INTL AIRPORT-EL PASO 67 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  245 PM LORDSBURG PLAYA MP13-HIDALGO 66 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  134 PM HIGH ROLLS-OTERO 65 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  238 PM DEMING AIRPORT-LUNA 61 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  217 PM SIERRA BLANCA-HUDSPETH 60 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  415 PM LAS CRUCES AIRPORT-DONA ANA 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  445 PM SANTA TERESA NWS-DONA ANA 59 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  1241 PM MESCALERO-OTERO 58 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  426 PM DRIPPING SPRINGS-DONA ANA 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  301PM SILVER CITY MTN VIEW-GRANT 55 MPH PEAK WIND GUST



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 11  151 PM HOLLOMAN AFB-OTERO 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  445 PM T OR C AIRPORT-SIERRA 53 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  215 PM ALAMOGORDO AIRPORT-OTERO 51 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  155 PM SANTA TERESA AIRPORT-DONA ANA 51 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 11  230 PM TIMBERON-OTERO 48 MPH PEAK WIND GUST

JAN 22  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 2SW-OTERO 9.0 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 22  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 1NW-OTERO 7.3 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 22  700 AM CLOUDCROFT COOP-OTERO 7.3 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 22  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 1 ESE-OTERO 6.0 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 22  700 AM SUNSPOT-OTERO 3.0 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 24  700 AM SUNSPOT-OTERO 3.0 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 24  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 2 SW-OTERO 2.5 INCHES 24 HR SNOW



Date/Time Location (County) Event

JAN 24  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 1SE-OTERO 1.8 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 24  700 AM CLOUDCROFT 1NW-OTERO 1.2 INCHES 24 HR SNOW

JAN 24  700 AM CLOUDCROFT COOP-OTERO 1.2 INCHES 24 HR SNOW



www.weather.gov/epz/elpwindrosedata



Just click on “Local Programs>Weather 

Digest”, then choose which month’s 

Digest to view.  Also, though 

discontinued, don’t forget to check out 

our back issues of Southwest Weather 

Bulletin.

http://www.weather.noaa.gov/elp/

