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2015 YEAR IN REVIEW 

2015 will go down in the record books as one the top 30 warmest years on record for most locations across north-central and 
northeast Wisconsin, despite one of the coldest Februarys on record.  The year ended on a mild note with November being 
one of the top 15 warmest Novembers on record. December outdid November by being the warmest December on record. 
Some locations broke the warmest December record by more than two degrees.  

The main story this year was several heavy rain events that occurred in May, June, July, September and December. An 
unprecedented rainstorm in Green Bay brought 3.51 inches of rain, a December total not seen in 130 years of record keeping. 
The old two day precipitation total record for December was 2.50 inches set in 1891.  

One of the craziest events of the year occurred in Waupaca and Shawano Counties on July 6th. Three tornadoes were reported 
on this date. What made this event unusual was there was no lightning/thunder noted with the showers that produced the 
tornadoes.  

2015 Temperature Analysis 

Location  2015    
 Records Average  Warmest Year  

Location Began In Temperature Ranking On Record Year(s) 
      

Antigo 1894 41.9 57th Warmest 44.3 2012 
Appleton 1908 46.9 17th Warmest 52.6 2012 
Brillion * 1998 45.6 8th Warmest 48.2 2012 
Chilton 1894 46.6 Tied 25th Warmest 50.4 1901 

Clintonville 1953 45.8 Tied 8th Warmest 48.4 2012 
Green Bay 1886 46.8 Tied 10th Warmest 49.4 1931,2012 
Hancock 1902 46.5 Tied 13th Warmest 49.0 2012 

Kewaunee 1908 43.9 57th Warmest 48.1 1987 
Laona 1928 41.0 Tied 25th Warmest 46.8 1931 

Manitowoc 1893 45.8 Tied 36th Warmest 49.4 1931 
Marinette 1919 44.7 Tied 64th Warmest 49.3 1998 

Marshfield (coop) 1912 44.8 14th Warmest 47.6 1998 
Merrill 1905 43.1 24TH Warmest 46.2 2012 

New London 1896 46.2 21st Warmest 50.5 1931 
Oconto 1893 45.0 31st Warmest 48.8 1931 

Oshkosh (coop) 1893 47.8 12th Warmest 50.4 2012 
Peshtigo ** 2000 44.2 5th Warmest 46.2 2012 
Rhinelander 1908 41.9 Tied 32nd Warmest 46.3 1998 

Shawano 1893 45.4 21st Warmest 47.8 1931,2012 
Stevens Point 1893 45.0 37th Warmest 50.3 1931 
Sturgeon Bay 1905 44.4 38th Warmest 48.6 1998 
Two Rivers 1951 44.4 28th Warmest 47.8 2012 

Washington Island 1944 43.6 26th Warmest 47.9 1998 
Waupaca 1896 45.7 33rd Warmest 50.0 1931 
Wausau 1895 45.1 14th Warmest 48.7 1998 

Wisconsin Rapids  1903 46.3 Tied 12th Warmest 48.8 2010 
 

     

 



JANUARY 2015 

Jan 1 Strong west winds of 15 to 25 mph with gusts of 30 to 40 mph created ice shoves on the eastern side of Lake 
Winnebago. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Photo Source:  WunderPhotos at Weather Underground 

 
Jan 3-4 High temperatures ahead of an arctic cold front warmed into the 20s and 30s across much of the region on the 3rd.  

Some of the warmer spots include: 35 at Manitowoc, 34 at Kewaunee and Sturgeon Bay Airport, 33 at 
Washington Island, Denmark and Chilton, and 32 at Shawano, Clintonville and Waupaca. 

  
Jan 4 Temperatures started out in the upper 20s to lower 30s shortly after midnight across eastern Wisconsin including: 

32 at Manitowoc, 31 at Shawano and Waupaca, and 30 at Green Bay and Wautoma. Temperatures by late 
evening were in the single digits below zero to 15 below zero (7 below at Green Bay).  

Jan 4 Merrill set a new snowfall record for the date with 2.6 inches, breaking the old record of 2.0 inches set in 1918. 

 

 

 

    

 

 



JANUARY 2015 

Jan 5 Bitter cold temperatures were noted with low temperatures ranging from 8 below at Washington Island to 22 
below at Minocqua and Rhinelander. High temperatures during the afternoon only ranged from zero to 6 below 
zero. Some of the colder high temperatures include: 6 below zero at Antigo, 5 below zero at Merrill and Wausau, 
4 below zero at Stevens Point and 3 below zero at Rhinelander.  

The combination of the bitter cold temperatures and winds produced wind chill readings from 25 below to 44 
below zero. The wind chill dropped to 44 below zero at Rhinelander, 42 below zero at Wabeno and 41 below 
zero at Antigo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JANUARY 2015 

Jan 5-9 Bitter cold temperatures were noted with highs in the single digits above and below zero during the period.  

Jan 13 Bitter cold low temperatures were noted north and west of the Fox Valley. Some of the colder low temperatures 
include: 30 below zero at Tomahawk, 29 below zero at Manitowish Waters, 28 below zero at Eagle River, 27 
below zero at Florence, and 26 below zero at Minocqua and Merrill.  Low temperatures were considerably 
warmer across the Fox Valley and lakeshore region, including: zero at Appleton, 4 above zero at Green Bay, 5 
above zero at Sturgeon Bay and 8 above zero at Manitowoc.  

Jan 14-31 Above normal temperatures were recorded on most days across the region.  The warmest day was on the 17th 
when temperatures climbed into the 30s to lower 40s. Some of the warmest high temperatures include: 43 at 
Waupaca and Wautoma, 42 at Manitowoc, 41 at Shawano and 40 at Oshkosh, Green Bay and Wisconsin Rapids.  

Jan 24 Record high minimum temperatures tied on this date: Marshfield at 31 and Wausau 30 (both were first set in 
2010).  

January Overall, temperatures averaged above a degree above or below normal across the region. The main story was the 
very dry conditions across the region. Precipitation totals were generally from 25 to 75 percent of normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Midwest Climate Center – Midwest Climate Watch 

 

 



FEBRUARY 2015 

Feb 1 Manitowoc received 5.6 inches of snow, breaking the old record for the date of 4.0 inches set in 1932 and 1965. 

Feb 6-10 Temperatures during the period averaged at or slightly above normal, otherwise the remainder of the days during 
the month averaged below normal each day. 

Feb 12-20 Average temperatures each day were from 10 to 30 degrees below normal.  The coldest days were on the 18th and 
19th when temperatures averaged 27 and 28 degrees below normal respectively at Rhinelander. 

Feb 18 The bitterly cold air led to rapid expansion of ice on the Great Lakes. High temperatures only climbed into the 
single digits above zero during the afternoon. 

Feb 19 Temperatures plunged to around 30 below zero across the north, including: 34 below zero at Land O’ Lakes, 30 
below zero at Manitowish Waters, 27 below zero at below zero at Eagle River and 24 below zero at Rhinelander. 
Antigo set a new record low maximum temperature of 2 above zero breaking the old record of 3 above zero set in 
1929. At Merrill, the high of 4 above zero set a new record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 
5 above zero set in 1966.  

Feb 21 A brief warm up was noted ahead of an arctic front. Despite the brief warmup, temperatures still averaged ten to 
fifteen degrees below normal.  

Feb 22-23 Average temperatures each day were from 15 to 30 degrees below normal.  Temperatures averaged 26 and 27 
degrees below normal at Rhinelander.  A few locations set new record low maximum temperatures on the 22nd 
including: 2 above zero at Merrill (old record 4 above zero set in 1965), 2 above zero at Rhinelander (old record 
of 4 above zero set in 1965) and 4 above zero at Stevens Point (old record 6 above zero set in 1963).  

Feb 23  Marshfield set a new record low for the date of 18 below zero, breaking the old record of 15 below zero set in 
1989. Several record low maximum temperatures were set on this date: 4 above zero at Antigo (tied record of 4 
above zero set in 1910), 7 above zero at Wausau (old record of 9 above zero set in 1934), 9 above zero at 
Marshfield (tied record set in 1934 and 1965), and 10 at Oshkosh (tied record of 10 set in 1934). 

Feb 24 A brief warm up was noted ahead of an arctic front. Despite the brief warmup, temperatures still averaged five to 
fifteen degrees below normal.  

  



FEBRUARY 2015 

Feb 25-27 Average temperatures each day were from 15 to 25 degrees below normal.  Temperatures averaged 25 and 23 
degrees below normal on the 26th and 27th at Rhinelander. Antigo set a record of 21 below zero on the 26th, 
breaking the old record of 20 below zero set in 1935.  

FEBRUARY 2015 

February 2015 will go down in the record books as one of the top ten coldest Februarys on record.  Temperatures averaged 
10 to 15 degrees below normal (bottom left graphic). Precipitation totals for the most part were less than 50 
percent of normal (bottom right graphic). Some locations across central into northeast Wisconsin were down to 
10 to 20 percent of normal. Below normal snowfall since December continued across the region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Midwest Climate Center – Midwest Climate Watch 



MARCH 2015 

 Mar 1-3 Temperatures remained below normal into the first few days of March with highs in the teens and 20s.   

 Mar 4-5 Bitter cold peaked on the 4th and 5th with average temperatures for each day ranging from 15 to 30 degrees below 
normal. Rhinelander fell to 13 below zero on the 4th and 20 below zero on the 5th.  Other low temperatures on the 
5th include: 25 below zero at Minocqua, 24 below zero at Tomahawk, 23 below zero at Manitowish Waters, 21 
below zero at Land O’ Lakes, and 21 below zero at Merrill and Antigo. Marshfield set a record low maximum 
temperature for the date with 13, breaking the old record of 14 set in 2002. At Stevens Point, the high of 11 
shattered the old record low maximum of 15 set in 1989 and again in 2002.  

Mar 5 Antigo tied the record low for the date at 22 below zero, which was first set in 1917. Several record low 
maximum temperatures for the date were set, including: 9 above zero at Antigo (old record 15 set in 1920 and 
2007), 9 above zero at Wausau (old record 13 set in 1920 and again in 2003), 10 at Merrill (old record 16 set in 
2003 and 2007), and 11 at Marshfield (old record 14 set in 1920). 

Mar 7-20 A break in the weather pattern as a stretch of above normal temperatures were noted across the region.   

Mar 7-8 There was finally a break from the below normal temperatures on the 7th when high temperatures warmed into 
the 30s and 40s at most places. Waupaca recorded the first 50 degree temperature of the spring on the 8th when 
the high reached 50 degrees.  

Mar 9 High temperatures climbed well into the 50s away from the lake and bay, including: 58 at Waupaca, 56 at 
Wautoma and Wisconsin Rapids, 55 at Clintonville, and 54 at Manitowoc. Appleton tied the record high for the 
date with 56, first set in 1977.  

Mar 12 A first 60 degree reading of the season was reported at Wisconsin Rapids when the high temperature reached 60 
degrees. Meanwhile, the high temperature only reached 39 at Washington Island.  

Mar 13 Marshfield tied a record high for the date with 66, first set in 1995.  

Mar 16  A low of 39 at Wisconsin Rapids tied the record high minimum temperature for the date first set in 2003. 

Mar 25 First substantial snowfall in over a month was noted across the region. Some of the higher snowfall totals 
include: 5.0 inches at Long Lake and Shawano, 4.8 inches at Keshena, 4.5 inches at Lac Vieux Desert, 4.3 inches 
at Tigerton, 4.1 inches at Rice Reservoir, 4.0 inches at Phelps, 3.8 inches at Eagle River and Summit Lake, 3.7 at 
Stevens Point and Laona, and 3.1 inches at Suamico and Florence. Antigo tied the record snowfall for the date 
with 3.0 inches, first set in 1923 and again in 1996. 

Mar 26-28 Temperatures averaged 5 to 15 degrees below normal each day. 

 

 

 

 

   

 



MARCH 2015 

Mar 31 Drought conditions expanded in March. The combination of below normal precipitation (including snowfall) and 
mild days with low afternoon relative humidity readings on some days in March led to moderate drought 
conditions by the end of the month.  
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APRIL 2015 

Apr 1 First day in the 70s was recorded across portions of central into north-central Wisconsin, including: 77 at 
Wisconsin Rapids, 76 at Marshfield, 75 at Waupaca, 74 at Plover and Weyauwega, 73 at Amherst, 72 at Stevens 
Point, and 70 at Mosinee and Wausau. However, the high temperature at Northport Pier in northern Door County 
was only 37 due to the very cold waters of Lake Michigan.  

Apr 6 A narrow band of heavy snow was reported across northern Wisconsin with 5 to 9 inches. Meanwhile, Wausau 
only reported a trace of snow.  Some of the higher snow amounts include: 9.0 inches at Three Lakes, 8.5 inches 
at Sugar Camp, 8.0 inches at Lac Du Flambeau, 7.8 inches at Lake Tomahawk, 7.6 inches at Rhinelander, 7.5 
inches at St. Germain, 7.0 inches at Pembine and 6.0 inches at Dunbar. 

Apr 9 Precipitation records set on this date: 1.39 inches at Antigo (old record of 1.22 inches set in 1980) and 1.81 
inches at Wausau (old record 1.02 inches set in 1978). 

 Apr 9-10 Widespread precipitation totals of three quarters to two inches were noted across the region. Locally higher 
amounts were noted across portions of central and north-central Wisconsin. On the 10th, Merrill set a new 
snowfall record for the date with 4.8 inches, breaking the old record of 4.5 inches set in 1992.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 11 Mild weather in March and early April led to a rapid loss of ice. The graphic below depicted the rapid decrease in 
ice coverage across the Bay of Green Bay and Lake Michigan in just one month due to the mild temperatures 
during March into early April.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apr 12 Summer fever? The first widespread day in the 70s away from Lake Michigan (see graphic below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 12 Combination of temperatures in the 70s, very low afternoon relative humidity readings of 30 to 40 percent and 
south winds gusting between 30 and 40 mph were ideal weather conditions for wild fires.  A wildfire developed 
near the Ken Euers Nature area near Green Bay. (Images on this page from Fox 11 in Green Bay).  

 

Photos: Fox 11 News Green Bay 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 12   Photos below are from the wildfire near the Ken Euers Nature area near Green Bay. 

 

Photos: Fox 11 News Green Bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 12   Photos of a wildfire near the Ken Euers Nature area near Green Bay.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Green Bay Press Gazette 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 12-17    Very dry conditions with afternoon relative humidity readings from 10 to 30 percent. Lowest humidity 
readings were across the north and in sandy soil regions across northeast Wisconsin. A few locations across 
the north dropped below 10 percent for a few hours on a few days during this period. You would normally 
find these humidity values in desert regions.  

Apr 15  Red flag warnings were issued for much of the western half of Wisconsin and Minnesota.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apr 15  One of the more notable fires in northeast Wisconsin was seen by the radar in Green Bay. This fire  
  occurred near Medina in northern Winnebago County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 15  Fire (photos below) near Medina burned 336 acres according to the Wisconsin DNR.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy Fox 11 (Green Bay) 
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Photos courtesy: WFRV TV (Green Bay) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 15  Photos from the Rat River Fire (courtesy from Jim Barnier Wisconsin DNR).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APRIL 2015 

Apr 18  Forty nine fires were reported between the 15th and 18th that burned just over 800 acres.   

 

 

Apr 22 Record low maximum temperatures set or tied on this date: 33 at Antigo (33 set in 1927), 32 at Rhinelander (37 
in 1927 and 1951), and 40 at Stevens Point (40 set in 1951). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 2015 

May 3 Antigo set a new precipitation record with 1.03 inches of rain, breaking the old record of 1.00 inch set in 1902. 

May 8 Sturgeon Bay’s low of 55 tied the record high minimum temperature for the date which was first set in 1936. 

May 17 A low of 62 at Marshfield set a new record high minimum temperature for the date, breaking the old record of 60 
set in 1928, 1936 and 1949. 

May 17 Wind damage was reported around 345 pm by Jan Powell in White Lake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 2015 

May 17  A weak tornado was confirmed in Shawano County. 
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Shawano County 



MAY 2015 

May 18 Merrill and Rhinelander received a trace of snow on this date, setting a new snowfall record for the date. The 
previous record was zero.  

May 19 Last snow of the season was reported across the north. The observations below are from Rhinelander which 
indicated visibilities were down to ¾ of a mile.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24 Appleton received 2.23 inches of rain, breaking the old precipitation record for the date of 1.53 inches set in 
1967. 

May 26 Merrill received 1.79 inches of rain, breaking the old daily record of 1.37 inches set in 2009. Wausau received 
1.84 inches of rain, breaking the old record for the date of 1.64 inches set in 1921. 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 2015 

Below are the final seasonal snowfall totals from the winter of 2014-15. Like most years, Winchester in Vilas 
County recorded the most snowfall with 127.0 inches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



MAY 2015 

The final snowfall map for the winter of 2014-15 is noted below. 

 

May 17 A F/EF-0 tornado touched down at 2:31 pm CST just over a mile and a half west-southwest of Morgan in 
Shawano County. The tornado produced intermittent damage along a nearly five mile long path, dissipating 
at 2:40 pm CST just over three miles northeast of Morgan. At least a dozen trees along the path sustained 
damaged and a barn lost several shingles. The tornado had a maximum width of 75 yards. 

 

 

 

 



MAY 2015 

May 27 A thunderstorm produced wind damage in southwest Waupaca County.  Photos are from Brian Niznansky from 
NBC-26 in Green Bay. 

  

 

 

 



MAY 2015 

May 28 Training thunderstorms moved over Niagara between 4 pm and 6:30 pm. One inch hail was also reported at 4:11 
pm by a trained spotter. The last of the training thunderstorms brought flash flooding to Niagara around 6:30 pm. 
Water flowed down a hill and partially washed Brooke Street. There was also standing water on Highway 141.  
  

 

 

 

 
Pictures courtesy:  Thor Anderson 

 

  



MAY 2015 

May 29  Impressive shelf cloud moved across portions of northeast Wisconsin.  
  
 

 

 

Photo taken from the National Weather Service Office 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



JUNE 2015 

June 15 A weak F/EF-0 tornado touched down at 3:31 pm CDT a mile and a half north-northwest of Glenmore in 
Brown County. The tornado traveled just over a quarter of a mile and was 25 yards wide before the tornado 
dissipated 1.4 miles north-northwest of Glenmore. A swing set was toppled and a small metal shed was 
pushed twenty feet. Thunderstorms with torrential rains brought localized flooding to parts of east Green Bay 
and Appleton.  

Appleton 
 
 

 

Photo by Vic Olson: Meade St and Northland Ave          Photo by Vic Olson: Meade St and Northland Ave                  Photo by Vic Olson: Meade St and Northland Ave 

 
Green Bay 

 
 

 
Photo by Nikki Lemmens: 4:10 pm Main Street     Photo by Kim Vorpahl: 6:15 pm Berner and North Irwin                            Photo by Jay Belter Main Street  

 
 

Jun 17 A low of 58 at Manitowoc tied the record high minimum temperature for the date, first set in 1891. 

Jun 30 Sturgeon Bay received 2.85 inches of rain, setting a new record for the date. The old record was 1.10 inches set 
in 1918.  

 



JULY 2015 

Jul 1 A low of 37 at Rhinelander tied the record low for the date, first set in 1948.  At Manitowoc, the high of 58 
established a new record low maximum temperature for the date, breaking the old record of 62 set in 1959.   

Jul 6 A cold front generated a broken line of strong showers (no lightning was detected with this activity over central 
and northeast Wisconsin within a very moist and unstable air mass. A few of the cells embedded within and just 
ahead of the line were able to briefly generate sufficient rotation in the lower levels of the atmosphere to spawn 
three tornadoes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JULY 2015 

July 6 A reflectivity image (left image below) of the storms are not very impressive, however the velocity image 
indicated rotation with the storm. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 6:  An F/EF-0 tornado touched down at 3:31 pm CDT 3.4 miles west of Marion in Waupaca County. The 
tornado travelled three quarters of a mile and had a maximum width of 75 yards wide before dissipating 2.7 
miles west of Marion at 3:40 pm CDT.  The tornado heavily damaged a bard and adjacent garage (see photos 
on the next page). The roof of a nearby house was damaged and winds of another home were broken. At least 
two dozen trees were uprooted or snapped. The average path width was 50 yards.  

 

 

 



JULY 2015 

July 6: Storm damage from Marion.  

 

 

 
 



JULY 2015 

July 6: An F/EF-0 tornado touched down at 5:03 pm CDT just over a mile east of the Pella Airport (see circle on 
graphic below). The tornado travelled nearly a tenth of a mile and was 25 yards wide before dissipating at 
5:04 pm CDT. The tornado tore off part of a barn and sent wooden pallets into a nearby field.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JULY 2015 

July 6  A new cell developed southeast of the initial cell and moved northeast into southern Oconto County. An 
F/EF-0 tornado touched down at 5:56 pm CDT 2.2 miles east-northeast of Gillett. The tornado travelled two 
and a quarter miles and was 50 yards wild before dissipating 2.6 miles south-southwest of Kelly Brook at 
6:03 pm CDT. The tornado uprooted or snapped at least twenty trees and caused minor damage to a house.  

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



JULY 2015 

Jul 7: Stevens Point set a new daily rainfall record with 1.51 inches of rain, breaking the old record of 1.42 inches set in 
1994. 

Jul 8:  A low of 40 at Rhinelander tied the record low for the date, first set in 1908. 

Jul 9  A low of 41 at Merrill set a new record low for the date, breaking the old record of 42 set in 1997.  

Jul 13: Rhinelander set a new precipitation record for the date with 1.27 inches of rain, breaking the old record of 0.92 
inches set in 1953. At Stevens Point, the rainfall total of 2.02 inches for the date broke the old record of 1.95 
inches set in 1963. Green Bay also recorded 1.33 inches of rain, breaking the old record for the date of 1.08 
inches set in 1963.  

Jul 13-14 Other 24 hour rainfall totals ending at 7 am on July 14th: Fish Creek 2.90 inches, Sister Bay 2.60 inches, Ephraim 
2.29 inches, Casco 2.22 inches, Egg Harbor 2.03 inches, Kewaunee and Baileys Harbor 1.30 inches.   

Jul 15: Appleton tied a record low temperature for the date at 48 degrees, first set in 1903.  

Jul 18:  Wind damage was reported across central and northeast Wisconsin during the early morning hours.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of FOX 11 – Green Bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JULY 2015 

Jul 18:  Wind damage was reported across central and northeast Wisconsin during the early morning hours.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of WBAY – Green Bay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AUGUST 2015 

Aug 1: A recent dry spell across north-central and northeast Wisconsin helped trigger a 100 acre forest fire near Crivitz. 
 
Aug 2:  Severe thunderstorms with large hail and damaging straight-line winds affects parts of central and northeast 

Wisconsin during the afternoon. The most intense storms developed near a west-east orientated surface boundary 
that stretched from Wausau to Green Bay.  

 

             Photo by: Stefanie Horn                       Photo by: Craig Ontl                             Photo by: Lindsay Sondelski  

                         Stevens Point                             Grand Rapids (Wood Co)                                             Plover  

 
                Photo by: Unknown                       Photo by: Beth Gosa                                    Photo by: Justin Conner   
               Pensaukee (Oconto Co)                                    Oconto County                                               Lake Tomahawk  

 



AUGUST 2015 

Aug 2:  Severe thunderstorms with large hail and damaging straight-line winds affected parts of central and northeast 
Wisconsin during the afternoon. 

 

 



AUGUST 2015 

Aug 2:  Severe thunderstorms with large hail and damaging straight-line winds affected parts of central and northeast 
Wisconsin during the afternoon. 

 
 

 



AUGUST 2015 

Aug 7: The high of 63 at Antigo set a new daily record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 64 set in 
1921 and 2009. Green Bay recorded 1.24 inches of rain which broke the old record for the date of 0.77 inches set 
in 1902. At Stevens Point, 2.03 inches of rain was recorded breaking the old record for the date of 1.46 inches set 
in 1980. At Wausau, 1.48 inches of rain was recorded setting a daily rainfall record. The old record was 1.34 
inches set in 1917. 

Aug 14: A high of 92 at Wausau tied the record high for the date first set in 1938 and again in 1965. The low of 73 at 
Manitowoc set a new daily record high minimum temperature for the date. The old record was 72 set in 1940. 

Aug 20: The high of 62 at Merrill set a new daily record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 63 set in 
1985, 2004 and again in 2007. 

Aug 23: The high of 61 at Merrill set a new daily record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 63 set in 
1934. 

Aug 24: The high of 57 at Antigo set a new daily record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 59 set in 
1940. Other record low maximum temperatures set on this date: 62 at Appleton (old record 64 set in 1934 and 
1940). At Stevens Point, the high of 58 shattered the previous record low maximum of 62 set in 1940. A record 
low maximum of 61 was established at Wisconsin Rapids, breaking the old record of 62 set in 1958. 

Aug 25: The high of 58 at Antigo set a new daily record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record of 59 set in 
1940. Other record low maximum temperatures set on this date: 62 at Appleton (tied record 62 set in 1940), 59 at 
Marshfield (old record 60 set in 1940). At Merrill, the high of 59 tied the record low maximum for the date first 
set in 1982. At Oshkosh, the high of 61 shattered the record low maximum temperature for the date of 65 degrees 
set in 1940. At Rhinelander, the high of 57 set a new record low maximum for the date, breaking the old record 
of 58 set in 1940. At Stevens Point, the high of 59 broke the old daily record low maximum of 63 set in 1940. 
The high of 60 at Wausau set a new daily record low maximum, breaking the old record of 61 set in 1940. The 
high of 60 at Wisconsin Rapids set a new daily record low maximum, breaking the old record of 62 set in 1940. 

Aug 27:  The high of 63 at Manitowoc tied the daily record low maximum temperature for the date first set in 1885 and 
1992.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



          SEPTEMBER 2015 

 
Sep 2: Heavy rains were reported across portions of central and northeast Wisconsin.  A record high minimum 

temperature was tied at Marshfield at 68 degrees, first set in 2011. 

Sep 6:  Daily precipitation records set on September 6th include:  

Location New Rainfall Record Old Rainfall Record Year(s) 
    

Antigo 1.59 1.18 1958 
Marshfield 3.35 1.66 2001 

Merrill 3.43 1.74 2001 
Stevens Point 1.91 1.73 2001 

Wausau 2.76 2.70 1936 
Wisconsin Rapids 2.31 1.62 2001 

 
 
Sep 6-7: The rain continued into the early morning hours of the 7th.  A public information statement was issued at 4:22 am 

on the 7th, indicating the twenty-four rainfall totals ending at 4 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Sep 7: In response, the Big Eau Pleine River near Stratford rose over 11 feet within six hours and crested near 16.0 feet 

on the morning of the 7th.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sep 7:  The rainfall total of 1.60 inches at Marshfield broke the old daily rainfall record of 1.50 inches set in 2001. A 
record high minimum temperature was tied at 68 degrees (set in 1959 and 1960) at Sturgeon Bay. The low of 68 
at Wausau tied the record high minimum temperature for the date, first established in 1960 and again in 1985. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Sep 8: Heavy rains were reported across northeast Wisconsin (see photos below).  Green Bay recorded 2.50 inches of 

rain, breaking the old record for the date of 1.21 inches set in 2006. Other rainfall amounts include: Suamico and 
Suring with 2.18 inches, Casco 1.97 inches, Green Bay Botanical Gardens 1.86 inches, Shiocton 1.77 inches, 
Oconto 1.72 inches and Kewaunee 1.63 inches. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Photos courtesy WLUK – Fox 11 Green Bay 

 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Sep 8: Heavy rains across northeast Wisconsin. Green Bay was the hardest hit area with two and a half inches of rain. 

 
Photos courtesy WLUK – Fox 11 Green Bay 

 

 



SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
Sep 8: Heavy rains across northeast Wisconsin.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                  Photos via WBAY viewers  
 

    Top Left Photo:    Kurt Miller (Green Bay) 
    Bottom Left Photo:    Eugene Philips (Military Avenue Green Bay) 
    Top Right Photo:    Heather Kelly (unknown)  
    2nd Top Right Photo:    Mary Meils Zareczny (unknown)  
    2nd Bottom Right Photo:   Erika Cortes (Kaukauna) 
    Bottom Right Photo:    Timothy Zilch (Clintonville)  
 
 
 

 



SEPTEMBER 2015 

 Sep 16: The low of 65 at Rhinelander established a new daily record high minimum temperature, breaking the old record 
  (62 set in 1994).  
 
Sep 17: The low of 66 at Rhinelander established a new daily record high minimum temperature, breaking the old record 
  63 set in 1948. The low of 66 at Wausau established a new record high minimum temperature for the date. The  
  old record was 64 set in 1914, 1948 and 1955. 
 
Sep 27: The low of 57 at Rhinelander established a new daily record high minimum temperature, breaking the old record 
  (63 set in 1948).  
 
Sep 28: The low of 61 at Sturgeon Bay tied the daily record high minimum temperature, first set in 1971.  
 
Sep 29: The first freeze of the season was noted at Rhinelander when the temperature fell to 32 degrees at midnight. 
 
Sep 30:  Freezing temperatures were noted across north-central Wisconsin. The coldest temperatures of the season: 25 at  
  Land O’ Lakes, 25 at Tomahawk, 27 at Eagle River and Manitowish Waters, 28 at Merrill and 29 at Rhinelander.  

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCTOBER 2015 

Oct 8: Merrill recorded 1.06 inches rain, breaking the old daily record of 0.93 inches set in 1967.    

Oct 11:  Wisconsin Rapids tied the record high for the date at 81 degrees, first established in 1930. High temperatures 
reached the 80s at some locations, the last time this year. Some of the warmer high temperatures include: 83 at 
Weyauwega, 82 at Shawano and Waupaca, 82 at Wautoma, 81 at Land O’ Lakes and Clintonville, and 80 at 
Manitowish Waters and Manitowoc.  

Oct 12: The low of 60 at Manitowoc established a new daily record high minimum temperature, breaking the old record 
  of 59 set in 1973.  
 
Oct 28:  Wausau sets a new daily precipitation record with 0.87 inches of rain. The old record was 0.86 inches set in 

2004.  
 
October For the month, temperatures averaged 1 to 3 degrees above normal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 2015 

Nov 3:  Merrill tied their record high for the date at 70 degrees, first established in 1909. At Rhinelander, the high of 70 
tied a record high for the date first set in 1978.  At Wausau, the high of 72 tied the record high for the date which 
was first set in 2008.  

Nov 5:  The low of 51 at Antigo tied the daily record high minimum for the date, first set in1956. At Green Bay, the low 
temperature of 56 set a new record high minimum temperature, breaking the old record of 54 set in 1938 and 
1956. At Oshkosh, the low temperature was 55 degrees, breaking the previous daily record high minimum 
temperature of 53 degrees set in 1956.  

Nov 17:  The low temperature of 49 degrees at Oshkosh tied the daily record high minimum temperature for the date, first 
set in 1918 and again in 1987.   

Nov 18:  The low temperature of 46 degrees at Merrill set a new daily record high minimum temperature for the date. At 
Sturgeon Bay, a new daily rainfall record was set with 0.53 inches of rain. The old record was 0.40 inches set in 
1922.   

Nov 19: Winds gusted to 46 mph at Wausau and 47 mph at Green Bay.  
 
Nov 26: Green Bay received 0.99 inches of rain. Rainfall totals across the region ranged from three quarters of an inch to  
   an inch and a half. A few inches of snow were also reported across the north.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



NOVEMBER 2015 

November 2015 will go down in the record books as one of the warmest Novembers on record. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec Very mild conditions prevailed during the month. At Green Bay, the average temperature each day was above 
normal for the entire month of December. The streak came to an end on January 4th when the daily average 
temperature was 2 degrees below normal. 

      Dec 8: The low of 35 at Marshfield tied the record high minimum temperature for the date, first set in 1946.  
Rhinelander tied the record high minimum temperature for the date at 34, first set in 1946.  

      Dec 9: The low of 35 at Merrill tied the record high minimum temperature for the date, first set in 1939.  The low of 37 
at Stevens set a new record high minimum temperature for the date, breaking the old record of 35 set in 1899 and 
again in 2003. 

Dec 10: Many record high and record high minimum temperatures were broken on this date.  

Location Record High Old Record High Year(s) 
    

Antigo 47 45 1911 
Appleton 56 51 1911 

Green Bay 54 51 1911 
Manitowoc 55 52 1911 
Marshfield 53 49 1979 

Merrill 50 48 1939 
Rhinelander 49 47 1939 

Stevens Point 54 52 1990 
Wausau 51 49 1939 

Wisconsin Rapids 54 52 1979 
 

Location Record High Minimum Old Record High Min Year(s) 
    

Green Bay 40 39 1899 
Marshfield 37 32 2005 

Merrill 34 33 1939 
Oshkosh 41 38 2004 

Rhinelander 36 30 1939,1997 
Wausau 39 35 1899 

Wisconsin Rapids 37 33 1911 
 

Dec 11: Many record high minimum temperatures were broken on this date.  

Location Record High Minimum Old Record High Min Year(s) 
    

Antigo 35 32 1911 
Appleton 39 37 1949 

Marshfield 34 32 1931 
Merrill 36 32 1965 

Oshkosh 37 34 1899 
Rhinelander 33 32 1949 

Stevens Point 36 33 1899 
Sturgeon Bay 40 36 1964 

Wausau 34 32 1899,1964,1965 
Wisconsin Rapids 35 33 1959 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 12: Antigo tied the daily record high minimum temperature at 33 degrees, first set in 1965. Marshfield set a new 
record high minimum temperature for the date at 35, first set in 1946. 

       Dec 13: Many record high, record high minimum temperatures and precipitation records were tied or broken on this date.  

Location Record High Old Record High Year(s) 
    

Appleton 55 47 1975,1993 
Green Bay 55 52 1920 
Marshfield 51 50 1920,1998 
Oshkosh 58 54 1920 

Stevens Point 55 51 1968 
Wisconsin Rapids 56 55 1920 

 

Location Record High Minimum Old Record High Min Year(s) 
    

Antigo 35 35 (tied) 1928 
Appleton 40 36 1993 

Manitowoc 42 42 1920 
Marshfield 39 37 1920 

Merrill 35 33 1928,2011 
Oshkosh 41 39 1920 

Rhinelander 35 34 1928 
Stevens Point 38 38 (tied) 1920 
Sturgeon Bay 41 40 1920 

Wausau 38 37 1920,1928 
Wisconsin Rapids 39 39 (tied) 1920 

 

Location Precipitation Old Precip Record Year(s) 
    

Antigo 0.90 0.72 1965 
Appleton 1.49 0.55 1920 

Green Bay 1.60 0.49 1995 
Manitowoc 1.60 0.88 1920 
Marshfield 0.59 0.45 1921 

Merrill 1.07 1.03 1995 
Oshkosh 1.13 0.80 1909 

Stevens Point 1.30 0.72 1920 
Wausau 1.09 0.62 1995 

Wisconsin Rapids 1.33 0.44 1995 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

       Dec 14: Many record high, record high minimum temperatures and precipitation records were tied or broken on this date.  

Location Record High Old Record High Year(s) 
    

Green Bay 55 55 (tied) 1975 
 

Location Record High Minimum Old Record High Min Year(s) 
    

Appleton 44 38 2014 
Green Bay 37 37 (tied) 1993 
Manitowoc 44 41 2014 

Merrill 38 34 2014 
Sturgeon Bay 43 38 1928 

 

Location Precipitation Old Precip Record Year(s) 
    

Appleton 2.12 0.60 1928 
Manitowoc  1.55 0.77 1878 

Stevens Point 1.75 1.13 1975 
Sturgeon Bay 3.05 0.87 1920 

Wausau 1.48 0.92 1975 
Wisconsin Rapids 1.17 0.81 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 13-14  A unprecedented rain storm drenched the state. At Green Bay, the two day rain total of 3.51 smashed the 
previous rain total of 2.50 inches set in 1893. Widespread low land flooding was reported across much of the 
region, including urban flooding.  

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Totals Two Day Totals 

Location Amount (inches) Location Amount (inches) 

    

Waupaca – 3 East 3.81 Denmark 2.59 

Amherst – 3 SE 3.77 Plover – 1 WSW 2.45 

Wautoma 3.72 Wisconsin Rapids – 3 ESE 2.44 

Pulaski 3.64 Breed – 5 NE 2.43 

Sturgeon Bay 3.55 Anston 2.42 

Plover 3.45 Stevens Point 2.42 

Menasha  3.41 Menasha 2.41 

Green Bay  3.41 Pittsville  2.39 

Wautoma – 1 WSW 3.39 Mountain – 2 NW 2.36 

Suamico – 4 NW 3.33 Wausau – 1 ESE 2.35 

New London 3.32 Rothschild 2.26 

Ogdensburg – 2.5 E 3.29 Wisconsin Rapids – Grand Ave 2.25 

Shiocton 3.26 Hewitt – 2 ENE 2.24 

Waupaca 3.24 Port Edwards – 2 WNW 2.23 

Weyauwega 3.17 Omro – 2 SW 2.20 

Evergreen – 2 WNW 3.06 Oshkosh – North 2.20 

Appleton 3.04 Ephraim – 1 NE  2.17 

Forestville – 4 E 3.02 Omro 2.16 

De Pere  3.01 New Hostein 2.16 

Kewaunee  3.00 Marshfield  2.15 

New Rome – 4 ENE 3.00 Clintonville  2.15 

Keshena – 2 WNW 3.00 Two River – 4 NW 2.12 

Appleton – 2 NE 2.95 Larsen – 2 ESE 2.12 

Oconto – 4 W 2.93 Sister Bay 2.10 

Shawano – 2 SSW 2.89 White Lake – 1 SE 2.10 

Big Falls  2.74 Brillion  2.07 

Peshtigo 2.73 Athelstane 2.06 

Tigerton – 2 SE 2.72 King – 1 ENE 2.04 

Stiles – 1 S 2.71 Antigo – 2 ENE 2.04 

Fish Creek  2.67 Brillion – 3 SE 2.04 

Shawano – 4 SE 2.65 Wausaukee – 2 NW  2.02 

Wild Rose – 6 NE  2.62 Chilton 2.01 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photos courtesy: WBAY – TV Green Bay 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 
Photos courtesy: WBAY – TV Green Bay 

 

Flooding in Target parking lot off Lime Kilm Road in Bellevue 

Photos courtesy: WBAY – TV Green Bay 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 
Wequiock Falls swollen by heavy rain: WBAY – TV Green Bay 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Photos courtesy: WLUK FOX11 – TV Green Bay 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 
Photos courtesy: WLUK FOX11 – TV Green Bay 

 

 

 
 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Huron Road flooded just north of Highway JJ in Bellevue.  

Photos courtesy: WLUK FOX11 – TV Green Bay 

 

 
 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 

Photos courtesy: WLUK FOX11 – TV Green Bay 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 13‐14 Heavy Rain Event Photos 

 

Photos courtesy: WLUK FOX11 – TV Green Bay 

      Dec 16: Oshkosh tied their record high minimum temperature for the date at 35, first set in 1939. 

      Dec 23: Many record high, record high minimum temperatures and precipitation records were tied or broken on this date.  

Location Record High Old Record High Year(s) 
    

Antigo 47 45 1941 
Appleton 53 46 1957 

Green Bay 53 48 1888 
Oshkosh 54 48 1957 

Stevens Point 51 46 1941 
Sturgeon Bay 50 45 1932,1957 

Wausau 44 42 1957 
Wisconsin Rapids 51 47 1941 

 

Location Record High Minimum Old Record High Min Year(s) 
    

Green Bay  37 37 (tied) 1931 
Marshfield 43 42 1957 

Wausau 33 32 1931,1952 
 

Location Precipitation Old Precip Record Year(s) 
    

Merrill 1.20 0.66 2007 
Rhinelander 1.01 0.92 2007 

Stevens Point 0.75 0.67 1941 
Sturgeon Bay 0.70 0.60 1996 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 23-24  Strong winds were noted across the region behind a departing low pressure system Winds gusted to 56 mph 
at Washington Island. Other wind gusts noted below. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 23-24  Strong winds resulted in sporadic damage across the region (see photos below). 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos (Top Left):  Jackie Disch (Grand Chute) 
Photos (Top Middle):  Amy Krokstrom (Kaukauna) 

Photos (Top Right):  Jennifer Fischer (Newton) 
Photos (Bottom Left 3 Photos):  Jennifer Fischer (Newton) 

Photo (Bottom Right): David and Barb Binnebose (Fond du Lac) 

 

 
 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 24-25  Temperatures averaged 12 to 16 degrees above normal from the 1st through the 25th. Thin ice was noted on 
area lakes across the far north, with unfrozen lakes across the south. Local media reports (WBAY and 
WLUK) indicated local water ski groups headed out on area lakes on Christmas Eve day or Christmas Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo courtesy: WBAY – TV Green Bay 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 28-29  Powerful winter storm strikes central into northeast Wisconsin during the afternoon of the 28th and lingered 
into the early morning hours of the 29th. Over a foot of snow was reported across the Fox Valley and 
lakeshore region. East to northeast winds of 20 to 40 mph with gusts of 50 to 60 mph were also noted at the 
height of the storm. Highest winds gusts noted: 61 mph at Algoma Marina, 54 at Green Bay and 53 at 
Oconto.  Travel became nearly impossible across Kewaunee County where 3 to 4 foot drifts were noted.  

   

Location Amount (Inches) Location Amount (Inches) 
    

Ephraim 13.5 Neenah – 2 W 9.2 
Green Bay 13.2 Big Falls 9.1 
Wautoma 13.0 New London 9.0 

Francis Creek 13.0 Stevens Point  8.9 
Two Rivers 13.0 Weyauwega 8.2 
Appleton 12.2 Amherst 8.0 
Denmark 12.0 Rosholt 8.0 

Kewaunee 12.0 Oshkosh – 5 N 8.0 
Brillion 12.0 Pittsville  8.0 

Oshkosh – North 11.7 Aurora 7.8 
Casco 11.5 Angelica 7.5 

Appleton – East 11.5 Amherst – 3 SE 7.5 
Pulaski 11.4 Wisconsin Rapids – SE 7.4 

Washington Island 11.1 Crivitz High Falls 7.0 
Waupaca 11.0 Amberg – 9 E 7.0 

New Franken 11.0 Athelstane 7.0 
Chilton 11.0 Omro 7.0 

Fish Creek 11.0 Marshfield  7.0 
Cecil 10.6 Shawano 7.0 

Sister Bay  10.5 Plover 6.7 
Neenah 10.2 Wausau 6.7 

Oconto – 4 W 10.0 Antigo 6.5 
New Hostein 10.0 Wausau – NE 6.2 
Fish Creek 10.0 Tigerton 6.2 
St. Nazianz 10.0 Wisconsin Rapids 6.0 

Peshtigo 10.0 Dancy 5.7 
Suamico 10.0 Spencer 5.6 

Stiles 9.8 Almond 5.5 
Oshkosh 9.5 Rhinelander 5.4 



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 28-29          Snowfall total map: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy: Jessica Hewitt via WBAY website 

   



DECEMBER 2015 

Dec 28-29 The winter storm photos are from the upper air building where we launch weather balloons at the National 
Weather Service office in Green Bay.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

 Dec 28: One daily precipitation and seven daily snowfall records were set.   

Location Precipitation  Old Precip Record Year(s) 
    

Green Bay 0.92 0.86 1959 
 

Location Snowfall Old Snowfall Record Year(s) 
    

Antigo 6.5 6.0 1904 
Green Bay 11.5 4.9 1968 
Marshfield 7.0 5.0 1968 
Oshkosh 9.5 8.0 1968 

Stevens Point 8.9 5.0 1968 
Sturgeon Bay 12.0 9.0 1968 

Wausau 6.2 4.0 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2015 

December 2015 will go down in the record books as the warmest and one of the top two wettest Decembers on record. 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2015 Departure  Previous   
 Ave From  Warmest  

Location Temp  Normal Ranking December Year(s) 
      

Antigo 29.6 +13.4 Warmest  29.5 1923 
Appleton 34.6 +12.6 Warmest 31.5 1939 

Clintonville 33.6 +13.1 Warmest 29.0 1959 
Green Bay  34.5 +13.0 Warmest 32.0 1923,1931 
Kewaunee 34.8 +11.8 Warmest 32.3 1939 
Manitowoc 35.7 +11.7 Warmest 35.2 1923 
Marinette  34.7 +12.3 Warmest 33.4 1931 

Marshfield 30.9 +12.2 Warmest 28.9 1923 
Merrill 30.0 +12.5 Warmest 29.0 1923 

New London 34.1 +12.9 Warmest 33.0 1923 
Oconto 33.8 +12.6 Warmest 32.6 1923 

Oshkosh 36.0 +13.2 Warmest 34.9 1923 
Rhinelander 29.0 +12.2 Warmest 28.3 1913 

Shawano 32.1 +12.4 Warmest 29.8 1939 
Stevens Point 32.6 +12.9 Warmest 30.8 1923 
Sturgeon Bay 34.6 +13.0 Warmest 33.9 1923 
Two Rivers 34.6 +10.4 Warmest 32.0 1982 

Washington Island 35.3 +10.4 Warmest 32.2 2001 
Waupaca 33.2 +12.3 Warmest 31.7 1923 
Wausau  31.4 +12.4 Warmest 28.8 1939 

Wisconsin Rapids 32.5 +12.6 Warmest 31.7 1923 



DECEMBER 2015 

December 2015 will go down in the record books as the warmest and wettest December on record. 

 
PRECIPITATION 

 

 

 

 

  Departure  Previous   
 2015 From  or Wettest  

Location Precipitation Normal Ranking December Year(s) 
      

Antigo 3.61 +2.55 Wettest  2.97 1968 
Appleton 6.14 +4.58 Wettest 3.78 2008 

Clintonville 3.59 +2.17 2nd Wettest 3.66 1968 
Green Bay  5.71 +4.20 Wettest 4.20 1893 
Kewaunee 5.81 +4.25 Wettest 4.08 1971 
Manitowoc 4.85 +3.22 Wettest 4.49 1959 
Marinette  4.43 +2.23 2ND Wettest 5.74 1959 

Marshfield 4.97 +3.72 Wettest 3.65 1971 
Merrill 5.18 +3.76 Wettest  3.45 1972 

New London 6.26 +4.71 Wettest 4.48 1992 
Oconto 5.50 +3.76 Wettest 4.24 2008 

Oshkosh 4.83 +3.32 Wettest 4.57 1982 
Rhinelander 3.96 +2.52 Wettest 2.74 1968 

Shawano 4.86 +3.50 Wettest 3.26 1959 
Stevens Point 5.12 +3.71 Wettest 3.27 1921 
Sturgeon Bay 6.65 +4.83 Wettest 5.00 1959 
Two Rivers 4.37 +2.63 2nd Wettest 4.52 1971 

Washington Island 5.18 +3.79 Wettest 3.17 1971 
Waupaca 5.62 +4.14 Wettest 3.94 1968 
Wausau  4.95 +3.59 Wettest 3.28 2006 

Wisconsin Rapids 5.20 +3.79 Wettest 3.15 2007 



2015 

There have been some wild yearly temperature swings since 2012. North‐central and northeast Wisconsin experienced one of 
the warmest years on record in 2012. In stark contrast, 2014 went down in the record books as one of the top seven coldest years on 
record depending on your  location. In 2015, the year started out cold but the fall and early winter of 2015‐16 was very mild. Overall, 
most locations saw one of the top 35 warmest years on record. 
  During 2015, there were a total of 203 records broken or tied (see chart below) which included the following locations: Antigo, 
Appleton,  Green  Bay, Manitowoc, Marshfield, Merrill,  Oshkosh,  Rhinelander,  Stevens  Point,  Sturgeon  Bay, Wausau  and Wisconsin 
Rapids.    In 2014, there were zero record high temperatures compared to 33 set  in 2015. There was a sharp contrast  in temperature 
records set between 2014 and 2015. In 2014, 83% of all temperatures records set related to cold temperature records. In 2015, only 50 
percent of the records set were related to the cold, mainly in the first half of the year.  After August, there were no cold related records 
broken.   
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2015 
 

In 2015, Antigo, Marshfield and Wausau set the most daily records for the year.  Meanwhile, Manitowoc, Oshkosh and 
Sturgeon Bay set the fewest records during the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The chart below depicts  the  type of  records broken  for  the  ten sites  in  this study.  It should be noted  that  longer period  (of  record) 
stations like Green Bay make records harder to break, came close on several occasions during the past year.  
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2015 
 
Records were further broken down by category.    In 2015, only seven record  low temperatures were set compared to 33 record high 
temperatures during the year. Unlike 2014 when the north was hit hardest by the cold, record high temperatures were  fairly evenly 
distributed across the region.  
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The charts below depict the number of daily precipitation and snowfall records that were set in 2015.  
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Below is a graph of types of records for each site in 2015 
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ANTIGO RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2015  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record Low Maximum  Feb 19  2  3  1929 

Record Low Maximum  Feb 23  4  4  1910 

Record Low  Feb 26  ‐21  ‐20  1935 

Record Low   Mar 5  ‐22  ‐22  1917 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 5  9  15  1920,2007 

Snowfall  Mar 25  3.0  3.0  1923,1996 

Precipitation   Apr 9  1.39  1.22  1980 

Record Low Maximum  Apr 22  33  36  1927 

Precipitation  May 3  1.03  1.00  1902 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 7  63  64  1921,2009 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 24  57  59  1940 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  58  59  1940 

Precipitation  Sep 6  1.59  1.18  1958 

Record High Minimum  Nov 5  51  51  1956 

Record High  Dec 10  47  45  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  35  32  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 12  33  33  1965 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  35  35  1928 

Precipitation  Dec 13  0.90  0.72   1965 

Record High   Dec 23  47  45  1941 

Record High  Dec 24  47  40  1940 

Snowfall  Dec 28  6.5  6.0  1904 

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPLETON RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2015  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record High  Mar 9  56  56  1977 

Precipitation  May 24  1.52  0.87  1984 

Precipitation  Jun 15  2.23  1.53  1967 

Record Low  Jul 1  45  46  1904,1908,1924 

Record Low  Jul 15  48  48  1903 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 24  62  64  1934,1940 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  62  62  1940 

Record High   Dec 10  56  51  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  39  37  1949 

Record High   Dec 13  55  47  1975,1993 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  40  36  1993 

Precipitation   Dec 13  1.49  0.55  1920 

Record High Minimum  Dec 14  44  38  2014 

Precipitation  Dec 14  2.12  0.60  1928 

Record High  Dec 23  53  46  1957 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREEN BAY RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2015 
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Precipitation  Jul 13  1.33  1.08  1963 

Precipitation  Aug 7  1.24  0.77  1902 

Precipitation  Sep 8  2.50  1.21  2006 

Record High Minimum  Nov 5  56  54  1938,1956 

Record High  Dec 10  54  51  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  40  39  1899 

Record High  Dec 13  55  52  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.60  0.49  1995 

Record High  Dec 14  55  55  1975  

Record High Minimum  Dec 14  37  37  1993 

Record High  Dec 23  53  48  1888 

Record High Minimum  Dec 23  37  37  1931 

Precipitation  Dec 28  0.92  0.86  1959 

Snowfall  Dec 28  11.5  4.9  1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MANITOWOC RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Snowfall  Feb 1  5.6  4.0  1932, 1965 

Record Low Maximum  Jun 17  58  58  1891 

Record Low Maximum  Jul 1  58  62  1959 

Record High Minimum  Aug 14  73  72  1940 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 27  63  63  1885, 1992 

Record High Minimum  Oct 12  60  59  1973 

Record High  Dec 10  55  52  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  42  42  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.60  0.88  1920 

Record High Minimum  Dec 14  44  41  2014 

Precipitation  Dec 14  1.55  0.77  1878 

Snowfall  Dec 29  5.8  3.5  1948 

         

         

         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARSHFIELD RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record High Minimum  Jan 24  31  31  2010 

Record Low   Feb 23  ‐18  ‐15  1989 

Record Low Maximum  Feb 23  9  9  1934,1965 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 4  13  14  2002 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 5  11  14  1920 

Record High  Mar 13  66  66  1995 

Record High Minimum  May 17  62  60  1928,1936,1949 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  59  60  1940 

Record High Minimum  Sep 2  68  68  2011 

Record High Minimum  Sep 6  70  68  1945 

Precipitation  Sep 6  3.35  1.66  2001 

Precipitation  Sep 7  1.60  1.50  2001 

Record High Minimum  Dec 8  35  35  1946 

Record High  Dec 10  53  49  1979 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  37  32  2005 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  34  32  1931 

Record High Minimum  Dec 12  35  34  1928,1965,1968,2011 

Record High   Dec 13  51  50  1920,1998 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  39  37  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  0.59  0.45  1921 

Record High  Dec 23  43  42  1957 

Snowfall  Dec 28  7.0  5.0  1968 

         

         

         

         

         

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MERRILL RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Snowfall  Jan 4  2.6  2.0   1918 

Record Low Maximum  Feb 19  4  5  1966 

Record Low Maximum  Feb 22  2  4  1965 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 5  10  16  2003,2007 

Snowfall  Apr 10  4.8  4.5  1992 

Snowfall  May 18  T  0.0   

Precipitation  May 26  1.79  1.37  2009 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 20  62  63  1985,2004,2007 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 23  61  63  1934 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  59  59  1982 

Precipitation  Sep 6  3.43  1.74  2001 

Precipitation  Oct 8  1.06  0.93  1967 

Record High  Nov 3  70  70  1909 

Record High Minimum  Nov 18  46  45  2015 

Record High Minimum  Dec 9  35  35  1939 

Record High  Dec 10  50  48  1939 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  34  33  1939 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  36  32  1965 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  35  33  1928,2011 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.07  1.03  1995 

Record High Minimum  Dec 14  38  34  2014 

Precipitation  Dec 23  1.20  0.66  2007 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OSHKOSH RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record Low Maximum  Feb 23  10  10  1934 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  61  65  1940 

Record High Minimum  Nov 5  55  53  1956 

Record High Minimum  Nov 17  49  49  1918,1987 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  41  38  2004 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  37  34  1899 

Record High  Dec 13  58  54  1920 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  41  39  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.13  0.80  1909 

Record High Minimum  Dec 16  35  35  1939 

Record High   Dec 23  54  48  1957 

Snowfall  Dec 28  9.5  8.0  1968 

         

         

         

         

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RHINELANDER RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record Low Maximum  Feb 22  2  4  1965 

Record Low Maximum  Apr 22  32  37  1927,1951 

Snowfall  May 18  T  0.0   

Record Low  Jul 1  37  37  1948 

Record Low  Jul 8  40  40  1908 

Precipitation  Jul 13  1.27  0.92  1953 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  57  58  1940 

Record High Minimum  Sep 16  65  62  1994 

Record High Minimum  Sep 17  66  63  1948 

Record High Minimum  Sep 27  57  53  1950,1963,1973 

Record High  Nov 3  70  70  1978 

Record High Minimum  Dec 8  34  34  1946 

Record High   Dec 10  49  47  1939 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  36  30  1939,1997 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  33  32  1949 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  35  34  1928 

Precipitation  Dec 23  1.01  0.92  2007 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

 



STEVENS POINT RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record Low Maximum  Feb 22  4  6  1963 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 4  11  15  1989,2002 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 5  13  13  1901 

Record Low Maximum  Apr 22  40  40  1951 

Precipitation  Jul 7  1.51  1.42  1994 

Precipitation  Jul 13  2.02  1.95  1963 

Precipitation  Aug 7  2.03  1.46  1980 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 24  58  62  1940 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  59  63  1940 

Precipitation  Sep 7  1.91  1.73  2001 

Record High Minimum  Dec 9  37  35  1899,2003 

Record High   Dec 10  54  52  1990 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  36  33  1899 

Record High   Dec 13  55  51  1968 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  38  38  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.30  0.72  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 14  1.75  1.13  1975 

Record High   Dec 23  51  46  1941 

Precipitation   Dec 23  0.75  0.67  1941 

Snowfall  Dec 28  8.9  5.0  1968 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STURGEON BAY RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record High Minimum  May 8  55  55  1936 

Precipitation   Jun 30  2.85  1.10  1918 

Record High Minimum  Sep 7  68  68  1959,1960 

Record High Minimum  Sep 28  61  61  1971 

Precipitation   Nov 18  0.55  0.40  1922 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  40  36  1964 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  41  40  1920 

Record High Minimum  Dec 14  43  38  1928 

Precipitation  Dec 14  3.05  0.87  1920 

Record High  Dec 23  50  45  1932,1957 

Precipitation  Dec 23  0.70  0.60  1996 

Snowfall  Dec 28  12.0  9.0  1968 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WAUSAU RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record High Minimum  Jan 24  30  30  2010 

Record Low Maximum  Feb 23  7  9  1934 

Record Low Maximum  Mar 5  9  13  1920,2003 

Precipitation  Apr 9  1.81  1.02  1978 

Precipitation  May 26  1.84  1.64  1921 

Precipitation  Aug 7  1.48  1.34  1917 

Record High  Aug 14  92  92  1938,1965 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  60  61  1940 

Precipitation  Sep 6  2.76  2.20  1936 

Record High Minimum  Sep 7  68  68  1960,1985 

Record High Minimum  Sep 17  66  64  1914,1948,1955 

Precipitation   Oct 28  0.87  0.86  2004 

Record High  Nov 3  72  72  2008 

Record High  Dec 10  51  49  1939 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  39  35  1899 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  34  32  1899,1964,1965 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  38  37  1920,1928 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.09  0.62  1995 

Precipitation  Dec 14  1.48  0.92  1975 

Record High  Dec 23  44  42  1957 

Record High Minimum  Dec 23  33  32  1931,1952 

Snowfall   Dec 28  6.2  4.0  1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WISCONSIN RAPIDS RECORDS SET OR TIED IN 2014  
 

TYPE OF RECORD    NEW  OLD   

BROKEN  DATE  RECORD  RECORD  YEAR(S) 

         

Record High Minimum   Mar 16  39  39  2003 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 24  61  62  1958 

Record Low Maximum  Aug 25  60  62  1940 

Precipitation  Sep 6  2.31  1.62  2001 

Record High  Oct 11  81  81  1930 

Record High  Dec 10  54  52  1979 

Record High Minimum  Dec 10  37  33  1911 

Record High Minimum  Dec 11  35  33  1959 

Record High  Dec 13  56  55  1920 

Record High Minimum  Dec 13  39  39  1920 

Precipitation  Dec 13  1.33  0.44  1995 

Precipitation  Dec 14  1.17  0.81  1975 

Record High   Dec 23  51  47  1941 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


