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Since 2002, over 400 rescues and fatalities have been attributed to dangerous waves
and currents on the Great Lakes. The National Weather Service, Sea Grant, researchers, and
non-profit groups can work together to prevent these incidents, and create a culture of water
safety on the Great Lakes through increased awareness and collaboration.

Partners in the water safety community need to commit to promoting a unified and
effective water safety message to the public. Recent beach hazards risk communication studies
specific to the Great Lakes suggest that a combination of messaging, policy change, and
modifications to the environment are needed to invoke the desired safe behavior responses
from beachgoers. If all entities understand and promote the same water safety message and
apply it to their specific area of expertise, the Great Lakes will see a reduction in the loss of life.

National Weather Service forecasters are encouraged to promote the recently developed
“Be Current Smart” campaign messages to key partners and the public. This campaign is
comprised of several key Great Lakes-specific water safety messages developed collaboratively
by Sea Grant using the National Weather Service Current Incident Database, beach hazards
risk communication studies from Eastern Research Group and Michigan State University, and
input from beach safety practitioners around the region. It directly and effectively addresses
Great Lakes-specific beach dangers and beach safety best practices.

Additionally, to ensure a clear and consistent message internally, National Weather
Service offices on the Great Lakes should aim to have a uniform operational philosophy and
structure when it comes to beach forecasts, beach hazards statements, and their promotion via
social media and web pages. While great progress has been made with regards to
office-to-office consistency in the beach hazards program over the past several years, there is
room for considerable improvement.

After an introduction to beach hazards on the Great Lakes, this presentation will give an
overview of the Sea Grant “Be Current Smart” campaign and how to effectively incorporate it
into National Weather Service beach outreach and education. To address office-to-office
consistency within the beach hazards program, an improved operational philosophy for National
Weather Service Great Lakes Beach forecasts, beach hazards statements, and their promotion
via social media will be proposed. Additionally, ideas on how to work towards developing a
broader community of practice within each forecast area will be discussed.



