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Traditional IMessaging Steps

(V) Severe Weather Potential & : i ‘\‘ Tornado Warning
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Add A Step
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Severe Weather Potential & ; Zw- Tornado Warning
Sunday, August 2, 2015 . j Valid until August 23rd, 2015 at 6:30 PM EDT
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Severe Weather Outlook ' B
Through Sunday Evening
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= Sunday: Scattered Thunderstorms
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Possible
Sunday and Sunday Evening
Damaging Winds, Some Hail

Sunday Evening
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Example from NWS Chicago
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Use At NWS Grand Raplds

Showers/Storms Over Lake Michigan
10:52 PM, Tuesday, August 18,2015
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Green, Yellow, Orange, Red — Recurring Theme!
Subjective — Based on Impact Threat
Subliminal — Message Should Match Color




Use At NWS Grand Raplds

Scattered Afternoon Thunderstorms
3:30PM, Friday, August 14, 2015

* Thunderstorms develo@
this afternoon/evening

* Expected: Heavy rain,
frequent lightning, small
hail and gusty winds

* Possible: Isolated severe
weather with wind gusts
around 60 mph and hail
around 1 inch

* When Thunder Roars,
bo Indoors! j
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Green, Yellow, Orange, Red — Recurring Theme!
Subjective — Based on Impact Threat
Subliminal — Message Should Match Color



Use At NWS Grand Raplds
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Rain/Small Hail

Brief Spin-up Tornado
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Green, Yellow, Orange, Red — Recurring Theme!
Subjective — Based on Impact Threat
Subliminal — Message Should Match Color



Use At NWS Grand Raplds

Destructive Tornadoes Possible
HH:MM AM/PM, Day, Month Date, 2015
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* Expected: (Test)
Damaging Winds, Heavy
Rain, Lightning

Possible: (Test)
Destructive Hail
Strong Tornadoes

Know Where You’ll Go: i
Have a plan to seek shelter

from severe storms this
afternoon and evening
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Green, Yellow, Orange, Red — Recurring Theme!

Subjective — Based on Impact Threat
Subliminal — Message Should Match Color



Use At NWS Grand Rapids
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Workload Challenge
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Best Practices
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NWS Grand Rapids (@ NWSGrandRapids - A I ' = hoping to help a man scrape & paint his home this
4:58 PM Radar: Very heavy rainfall and hail likely in storm near Paw afternoon in Grand Rapids. Bummer... is next weekend any better?
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Fascinating Facebook Facts

NWSGrandRapids’ Total Page Likes Past 2 Years

Exponential Curve Up
No Plateau in Sight
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2014

Record November |

Lake Effect Snow May 2
}mﬂ_ US National Weather Service Grand Rapids Michigan GaIeSbu rgl MI
@@][}‘ m@g& Mﬁ[f@u W;just had an earthquake. Visit our Facebook page for additional Ea rthq ua ke
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Thank: You

It’s Story Time!
Weather Story Guidelines for
NWS Western Region

https://ocwws.weather.gov/afp/pds/Weather
%20Story%20Content%20Full%20Paper.pdf

Introduction



https://ocwws.weather.gov/afp/pds/Weather Story Content Full Paper.pdf
https://ocwws.weather.gov/afp/pds/Weather Story Content Full Paper.pdf

