Portland Maine’s Coldest Temperatures
     Updated 1-15-11
Rank         Temperature    Date                     .
  1.

-39 degrees
February 16, 1943

  2.

-31 degrees
February 15, 1943
  3.

-26 degrees
January 19, 1971
  4.

-25 degrees
February 3, 1971
  5.

-22 degrees
January 17, 1971
  6.

-22 degrees
January 18, 1971
  7.

-22 degrees
February 2, 1961
  8.

-22 degrees
February 13, 1967
  9.

-21 degrees
January 20, 1971 

 10.

-21 degrees 
January 24, 1948 
 11.

-21 degrees 
March 4, 1950 

 12.

-21 degrees
December 31, 1963
 13.

-20 degrees 
January 11, 1968 

 14.

-20 degrees
January 11, 1976

 15.

-20 degrees 
January 18, 1957

 16.

-20 degrees
December 20, 1975

 17.

-20 degrees 
December 26, 1980 

Months not listed above:
   3 degrees on November 24, 1969
   8 degrees on April 4, 1954

 15 degrees on October 28, 1976
 23 degrees on May 9, 1956

 23 degrees on September 30, 1941

 33 degrees on June 4, 1944
 33 degrees on August 31, 1965

 40 degrees on July 3, 1962 & July 7, 1965

Note…these are all the -20 or colder temperatures ever recorded in Portland.

January of 1971 is the coldest month on record at Portland.

Four of the 12 coldest temperatures ever recorded in Portland happened during that month, including the coldest temperature ever in January (-26 degrees on the 19th).  This was followed by the fourth coldest temperature ever (-25 degrees) occurring the very next month on February 3rd.

The coldest day ever was February 16, 1943 (with the previous day the second coldest).  On the 14th of Februay, 1943 the high temperature was 32 degrees with the mercury falling to -2 at midnight.  That was also the high temperature for the 15th as the mercury continued to plummet through most of the day, hitting -31 at midnight.  The temperature continued to fall that night, bottoming out at -39 degrees on the morning of the 16th.  The temperature only warmed to 7 degrees on the afternoon of the 16th.  This record cold outbreak didn’t last long.  Just four days later, on the 20th, the temperature topped out at a mild 56 degrees, beginning a stretch of four consecutive days with highs over 50 degrees.
Note…temperature records began November 25, 1940.
end/sjc
