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2 July 1984

Mr, Al Hinn

National Weather Service
RFD #6, Box 50
Wilmington, Nerth Carolina 28405

Dear Al:

Enclosed is a first hand report on Hurricane Hazel T had not seen before,
The letter was recently made available by Harry Warren of the New Hanover
County Museum and T thought vou might be interested.

Please call if T can be of Further assistance.

Sincerely,

Spencer M. Rogers, Jr.,
Coastal Engineer

enclosire

The University of North Carolina is comprised of the sixteen senior institutions in North Carolina.




HURRICANE HALEL

T o o Fridaf A
: - October 15, 19854
co 9145 P. M.
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Dearest Mother and Daddy,

I'‘m copying & letter that 1 startec to yot this A, M. It's sc
scriphled you'd never make 1T out.

Let me say this first - - aunt Mary 1is all rignht. Her trailer
withstood the storm all except water On ner flonr. She is at the
beach now. 1 saw her tonight. i took her some water and asked
her if she .didn't want tCo come nack here with me - but she gidn't

want tc leave the beach.

g:0U KA. M. - I'm sitting in the Heaslt: Department with the vest of
rhe Nurses, waiting 1in case we are needes for disaster calls.
Some of the nurses didn't come in Decause it was toc bac. 1
~alled in before coming to work toc see if we were tc QO. The
schools didn't open and several mills and Stores di¢ the sawme, buvt
Dr.:Davis wanted us at the Department in the event we were neeced,

Wher. Mrs. Fowler and got up this A, M. there were nc lights,
= little blowing rain.

3
The wind was blowing galé force and we had 2

The latest forecast from Miami weather bureau given at 8:55 to the
broadcasting system here, WGNI, was tnat the storm, Hazel, was 40
miles southeast of Myrtle beach moving north-northwest at the rate
of 35 miles per hour. High winds near the center are 135-145
miles per hour. The eye of the storm ije to pass over Wilmington
sround 10:00 A. M. if it continues on the same COurse.
. £ . :

At 8:55 in Miami, the forecast was received here around 9:30, -the
‘storm was 32 miles 5.E. of Myrtle Beach wavering north. The eye
of the storm is tc 'pass over the Cape Fear region of N. C. at
10:00 A. M. The storm was to be at Myrtle Beach at 9:00 A. M.

The winds are increasing in velocity ané it is raining more. The
trees outside the office windov  are bending very heavily under. the
force of the wind. One tree 1imb cracked in our parking lot but
no damage was done. Everyone is very excited and a little scared,
but we are well protected and are in no danger.

The reports this morning were that Johnny #Mercer's Pier has been
destroyed, the natives of Wrightsville Beach were evacuated at
midnight and a little afrer last night. The residents of Carclina
Beach were asked tc leave but were not torced to evacuate. The
refugees from the ‘heaches are at differvent churches and schools
that have been set up for the purpose of bedding ang feeding these
homeless lot. The police department asked that no one go uptown
hecsuse of shattering glass and trees falling on the road.

L




"Beach, the Johnston Apartments, vold us his tragic story:

12:15 P. M., Three destroyers have broken loos

Tne 1ights here at the Health Department are going off ané on and

t+he radic is having trouble staying on the air.

10:00 A. M. , this time 1s not exact, but- around this time the
it

station ~went off. the air. The 1lights are ofi for good

radgio
jooks like. Just before this happened we had coffee.and doughnuts
and buns downstairs. one of the reporters from the Star News

dropped in on us.

11:00, 12:00, We've Dbeen keeping in contact with- the Police
Department, it is located in the Court Bouse right at our back
door - patrol office too. They don't know the storms position and
there is no way of finding out now that the radio is off the air.

in the courthouse. i went over to the
The Red Cross had helped
One man who owned one
f Carolina’
The way
he told it - it seems that he and his wife didn't evacuate because
they thought the radio people and 211 were Jjust getting alarmeo
1ike they did for little hurricane Carol that gidn't do anything.
He said that he clept off and on during the night awakening around_
4:08 A. M. with the water "in the second story -of ~Iis ‘house
nearly up to his neck. He caid that he had- to break the window in
the house to get out and swim to safety. His wife was very
difficult, a 1little hysteria, you cabn imagine. The last time he
saw his little dog he was lying on top of a table and the water
was so high he couldn't get to the little fellow. His furniture
was floating here, there and everywhere. When he got -outside his
house he wcould see the High point Apartments across the street
from him and " the 'waves were coming over the roof. He lost his
teeth in the confusion plus everything he ever owned. :

z lot of the refugees are
courthouse with Dr. Davis around 31:00,.
= lot of them by giving them clothes, e€tc.

of the largest apartment houses on the Southern part ©

of the flat beach 1t

One man from Kure neadh said the last he saw
been completely

wasn't . there anymore and Fort Fisher had
demolishec. o

e -from Fhéir stable
rge bridge geoing 1intoc wilmington from

and are heading toward the 1la
afraid they

Bolton. The highway patrols are worried about them,
will put the bridge out of commission. .

speaking of patrolmen, Col. smith of the State 'Highway Patrol,
just happened. tO be down at the beach on vacation and is in the
of fice here now helping or should 1 say taking charge.
4 :

Babies Hospital is being evachated. The bridge at Wrightsville
Reach~ is impassible. It is floating in about three feet of water.
There are Some families still on the heach that refused to leave
the beach early this A. M. and now they can't get to them.

. H
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Mre. Fisher, OD€ " of our PHN's, Wwas on the beach this morning,
asleep, and didn't know anything about the beach being'evacuated
last night until she woke up around 6:30 and discovered that all
the cars were gone and people toO. Her husband 1is on the Mendota,
a Coast cuard Ship, and che called him. He had to go through 2
jot of red tape in order to get permission to .go on -the pbeach to.
get her. she said that when che left the wavesﬂwere‘coming way
_over into the streets. '

Bradley Creek, Hewletts creek and Masonboro Creek have overf lowed
and make transportation across them an impossibility. Janie's
Oyster Roast down ©On the sound was floating with water was the

‘latest report.

There 18 & Paramount news reporter running around here 1in the
courthouse trying to get some pictures and stories. There 15 @
Charlotte Observer writer here also. They both nad been covering
other stories nearby and were called to cover this one.
The people staying in the court room On the second floor just gave
ys a scare. The g¢glass in the room shattered and broke and
everyone started screaming and running. 1 thought someoOne haqg,
peen plown out the window O the ~second story had been blown off

the way they wexre screaming. s 1t sure left everyone weak .«

Dr. Davis is going to Carolina RBeach to sSee€ the sanitation
condition and what needs”to be done. The two sanitation officers
are going and he had said that I could go too. ‘

12:30:  There Seems to be 2 calm. The wind has almost stopped
completely. The clouds are gray and look as 1f they are traveling
real fast. They 1look as if they are swirling and changing
position. The eye of the storm 1S apparently @& few miles west of
Wwilmington and we are -getting the outer winds. This calm lasted
about 15 minutes and fthen the wind increased Vvery much apd seems
to be sﬁronger than the first Dblow. windows are breaking in the

stores and office buildings.

The Highway patrol keeps running in and out to the radio in their
patrol Ccar. They are keeping 1in touch with Raleigh. This seems
to be the only communication we have with the outside.

1:00 P. M.: I aum in the car headed down Market street at Front.
The river 1s vicious looking up above her banks on the street up
above the Customs House and flooding the stores oD Front Street.

Some of the cars are stalled in water.

we can't go by the usual routel on the carolina Beach road to get
to Carolina peach but are having to detour by Lake Vvillage.
Greenfield Lake, which was being drained ghis week to clean it out
and had no water in it in places and not over two Lo three inches
in any place, has eoverflowed jts banks and makes the road
impassible. ' .




Trees are down Dlocking the road in several  piaces in  Lake
village. “They are large thick pine trees = complietely uprooted.
Benches are turned. upside ' down in front yards .and limbs .are
scattered in nearly everyone's yard that has a tree in.a block of
their .-house. Antennas are twisted and broken on .the roofs, side

: : ‘ Lo N :

boaras are demolished. . ... w0 L f0 sFhaan B BGED LRT
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The ice hoﬁse on Third Street has had  its rooﬁ.blownmoff-and 1is
laying on two of their pickup trucks in front of the building.

The B. F. Goodrich Store in the 100 Block of North Third Street
has had its show windows shattered leaving their store completely

opern.
Orn the road to .Carolina Beach there was evidence of storm -damage.

Trees knocked down on roofs causing destruction - - large trees
uprooted, screen doors blown off of houses, etc.

The bridge at the inlet before getting to Carclina Beach is out of

line. They won't let any cars go ovel. br. Davis .and the
sanitarian walked across and a highway patrolman took them on the
beaches. 7

Cars were lined up and down the highway ..sightseers, residents of -
the beach and tourist. s8éme of the natives ’‘got “Timpatient ‘and
started walking to the beach. They were cager to see if they had

anything of their possessions left.

The highway departmen£ got the bridge fixed and the other
Sanitation Officers and 1 went across in search of Dr. Davis.

It didn't look so bad going into the beach, but when we hit what
was -supposed to be Carolina -Beach it -looked like a city you've
seen in the newsreel that has been hit Dby .a bomb. To describe the
destruction this hurrigane has caused could not even be done by a
writers choice words. -~ One just can't imagine such absolute
destruction unless you see it with your. Own €yes.

'
The water had gone all the way back to the School ‘house (4
blocks) . The wind and water had carried furniture, fixtures and:
houses way back and left them as-it passed. '
‘ : i
There 1is an inlet now where the fresh water lake used to be and
water is pouring in every which way. The inlet is about 50 yards

about as wide as a street. The highway has been

across  or
Wires are

completely torn up and asphalt scattered over the sand.
laying all over evervthing. Gas lines are leaking and
houses have bleown up due to this, The sewer had been torn up.
The beach front houses have beeln destroyed - little pieces of wood

several

_ roofs - sides of houses with furniture seen in rooms - pots and
pans scattered arouné - the Dboardwalk is gone - some of the
beachfront business section too. Water completely covered some of

the rooms in the houses that stood the storm. The ! beach portion
looks as if someone has taken it in their hand and sguashed it.

It is almost impassible.
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vyou can't get to tne northern section. The . Yacht Rasin water 1S
very high. The ocean 15 rough to say the least. You can't
imagine the destiruction unless Yyou could -see it. 1 wouldn't

.

believe it unless I had seen it with my own eyes.

Kure Beach  and Fort Fisher and those liptlé beaches  are

GestYOYEG. s s e

.

11:0C F. M.t The house 1S fine, there are some wires down but
tnzt is. all. Tne water from the cound had bpeen up LO the trees
circling the nouse - trere is Gepris - pottles, drift wood, etl.
left up tpere DY che water., The cor?n Field is full of water.

y when i went down to the beach this afternoon and
t. ghe etayec in the school during all the storm.
« standing fine. Tnere are DNO lights, water ©OI
ar the beach.. 1 went Gown arouné 6330 tonight to SEe 1t

' she didn't want to. i took

go down LOmOTIOwW.

t
SEeEwWa QE"
che aidn't want to stay with me Dut
come -arinking water to her. T'11 probably

Coming back 1 noticed a large fire appearing light coming from the
northern extension. 1 @on't know what Lthat was. Some explosion .

probably. "

i'm fing. .

Let Bill Crosswnite read this. 1 don't want to write 1t down
again and 1 want him to Know. Mail this letter psck to me —— Dr.

Davis wants a Copy of 1t.

Love;

Gary Nell

Return to: W. L. Reynolds
Rovte 3, BOX 146 A
wilmington, N. C.
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