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Seekmg shelter: ‘It’sin God’s hands now’

From staff reporis

People began flocking to emergency shelters across
the region Friday once they realized they didn’t want
tosit out Hurricane Berthaat home.

Trask Middle School in New Hanover County began
seeing a surge of people shortly after 11 a.m., when
weather bulletins announced the storm had strength-
ened and was moving toward Wilmington. )

People continued to file in as the storm rattled win-
dows, tossed tree limbs into the streets and ripped
dnwnpnwerlmes.

il p.m., 278 had sought shelter at Trask. Shelter
workers had to move people out of the cafeteria around
noon because the roof was leaking and they feared it
would cave in,

Around 1:30 p.m., with New Hanover County's three
main shelters filling fast, the county opened overflow
shelters at Blair Elementary and Laney High schools.

At Hampstead in Pender County, emergency workers
were scrambling early in the afternoon to get the key to
a Topsail Elementary School freezer. Without it, they
wouldn't be able to feed about 200 people who sought
shelter there. Workers hadtocut twotrees that had fall-
en in the road en route to the home of the person who
had the key.

Inside the shelters, people did what they could to pass
time and cope with the storm.

Some were merely thankful they weren't at home.

Su Beyazit, 9, knows the fury nature can unleash. She
rode out Hurricane Andrew ina closet four yearsagoin
Florida. Thoughshe and her mother had sought shelter
at Trask, she was wornied about her cat, Minnos,

"“Pleasesavemy cat,’ mﬂbu,whusel':rsmamcmcans
“water” in Tutfish. “She went up a tree, and I don’t
know how she's going to get down. I don’t want hcr to
die. She'sakittén.”

Su's family mgwed from Floridato Burgaw, where her
father is a genéral manager for Hardee's. He stayed
home to care for the farmly pets -- Minnos and a cocker
L Y spaniel that j Just had puppies -- and a few assorted farm
amimalsz-. 2> :ﬂ‘

Su’s matheriNikki, remembers the terror as Hurri-
cane Andrew blew out a window. The force of the wind
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The Kure Beach fishing pler was in splinters Friday after Hurricane Bertha swept through the region, leaving devastation in its wake. i



