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The Automated Surface Observing System (A5O3 13 designed to suppott aviation operations and weather forecasting activities
and, at the same time, support the general needs of the hydrometeorological, climatological and meteorslogical research communi-
ties. AS0S provides continuous minute-by-minute observations, performing the basic cbserving functions necessary to generate a
surface aviation observation, at hundreds of locations (some in remote areas). ASO%, by itself, has never been advertised as a total
replacement for the manual ebservation.
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While the automated system and the human observer may differ in their methods
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