- Drought Information Statement for
.. Southern Indiana and Central Kentucky

Valid September 18, 2025
Issued By: WFO Louisville KY

—=ee___ - Contact Information: nws.louisville@noaa.gov

A e This product will be updated once a month or more frequently if drought conditions change significantly.
= g Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

Please visit https://www.weather.gov/Imk/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

The September 18 Drought Monitor expanded Severe Drought (D2) into
areas south and west of Bowling Green; Moderate Drought (D1) has

significantly expanded across central KY and southern IN.

Dry weather will continue through this weekend; rain chances increase
next week. There is a 40-60% chance for >1" of rain by the end of next
week.
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Considerable worsening of drought
conditions has occurred across the
region over the past 4 weeks. Across
central Kentucky and southern Indiana,
drought degradation of between 1 and 3
classes has occurred.
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx

5&
- S e er 4.
¢, %> Precipitation totals and departures from normal

#***

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches) 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

e Below normal rainfall has
been experienced across
the area over the past 30
days.

e Several KY Mesonet sites
have measured less than an
inch over the past month.

Inches of Precipitation Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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e Although temperatures were
well below normal for much of
late August into early
September, in the past 7-10
days above-normal
temperatures have returned
with highs consistently
warming into the 80s and

lower 90s.
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‘& Summary of Impacts

a" Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflows remain mostly normal, with a few USGS gauges showing below-normal flows.

Agricultural Impacts
e Current crop reports depict 78% of topsoil and 81% of subsoil in Kentucky rated as short or very

short for soil moisture. This is a degradation of 4% for topsoil and 10% for subsoil over the past
week.

e Crop and pasture conditions continue to decline. According to the USDA Crop Report, 50% of corn
and 36% of soybeans were rated as good to excellent. Pasture conditions reported at 23% as being
good or excellent. Source: KY Division of Water

Fire Hazard Impacts
e 20 central Kentucky counties and 4 southern Indiana counties have instituted burn bans.

Other Impacts
e None at this time.

Mitigation Actions
e None at this time.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

Hednesday, September 17, 2025
Hednesday, Septenber 17, 2025

e Most areas are reporting
near-normal streamflows,
although a few signs of
below normal flows are
emerging.

Explanation - Percentile classes
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USGS 7-day average streamflow Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) maps
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Fire Hazard Impacts

«g\* https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks

e In central Kentucky, the following counties Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
have instituted a burn ban*: September 2025
o Barren, Bourbon, Clark, Edmonson,
Franklin, Harrison, Hart, Henry,
Jessamine, LaRue, Logan, Marion,
Mercer, Metcalfe, Scott, Shelby,
Spencer, Trimble, Warren, and
Washington
e In southern Indiana, the following counties
have instituted a burn ban*:
o  Dubois, Orange, Scott, and

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
I Above Normal ] State Boundary PgEEg‘I“C&\éE
[Z Below Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary
N 5 Map produced by
Normal D Geographic Area Boundary Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center
*As of 09/18/25 Base, o
| significant wildland fire potential indicates likelihood that si ildland fires will occur. Issued September 1, 2025
n nd fire potential conditions, Next issuance October 1, 2025
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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e Mostly dry weather is expected
to continue through Saturday.

e Daily chances for scattered
showers and thunderstorms are
expected for much of next
week.

e Probability of > 0.50" of rain
through next week (9/26) —
70-90%

e Probability of > 1" of rain
through next week — 40-60%

25 3 ¢ g 1-7 QPF
Ini.10 | Valid 00Z Fri Sep 19 2025
x| Thru 00Z Fri Sep 26 2025
Issued: 1754Z Thu Sep 18 2025
Forecaster: WPC
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/index.php#page=qpf
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O ”s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2025

e  Odds are slightly favoring an
overall warmer than normal
October-December period.

e  There are equal chances for
above, near, and below normal
precipitation over the next three
months for most of Kentucky
and Indiana, with odds slightly
favoring below normal
precipitation over the Tennessee
Valley.
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
Valid: Oct-Nov-Dec 2025
Issued: September 18, 2025
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é Drought Outlook

vy >»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

e While much needed rainfall is forecast W e
for next week, amounts will be
scattered and not expected to be

Valid for September 18 - December 31, 2025
Released September 18, 2025

enough to alleviate drought conditions. /
)

e The next Seasonal Drought Outlook
will be issued on September 25th.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook
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Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

