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Impacts/Hazards 

What Where Timing Impacts 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

Damaging Winds & 
Isolated Tornadoes 

Northern IL & 
Northern IN 

Best Window  
4 PM – 9 PM CST 

Outside activity 
interrupted, 

Structural 
damage possible 

Non-Thunderstorm 
Winds 

Gusts of 50-60 mph 

Northern IL & 
Northwest IN 

Especially 10 PM – 2 
AM CST 

Downed tree 
branches, Minor 

structural 
damage possible 

Flooding 
Minor 

 

Northern IL & 
Northwest IN 

 

Ongoing into next 
week 

 

Minor flooding 
on area rivers & 

streams 
 

One round of rain and thunderstorms will depart to the east early this afternoon.  
The main severe threat will still be later this afternoon and early this evening when 
scattered thunderstorms are expected to develop across western/central IL and race 
northeast. 



Today’s Severe Weather Outlook 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/new/images/Outlook-category-descriptions.png 

Understanding SPC Severe Thunderstorm Risk Categories 

Day 1 Outlook 
is Behind Day 2 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/new/images/Outlook-category-descriptions.png


Moisture 

Minimal               Extreme 

 

Instability 

Minimal              Extreme 

 

Low Level Wind Shear 

Minimal              Extreme 

 

Environmental Ingredients 

Deep Layer Wind Shear 

Minimal                 Extreme 

 



Thunderstorm Threat Confidence 

Tornadoes 

Low Confidence            High Confidence 

 

Thunderstorm Damaging Winds (≥58 MPH) 

Low Confidence            High Confidence 

 

Large Hail (≥ 1 inch diameter) 

Low Confidence            High Confidence 

 

Significant Tornadoes (EF2 and Greater) 

Low Confidence            High Confidence 

 



Low Severe 
Threat 

Best Severe Storm Potential 

                               
Noon 4 PM 9 PM 

Severe Threat Timeline 

              
6 PM 

4-7PM 
Greater 
Threat 

Lesser 
Threat 

5-9PM 



Wind Advisory 6PM – 3 AM CST 
Gusts 50-60 mph outside of storms 



Forecast Rainfall 

Up to an inch of rain is expected through Thursday.   
Locally heavier amounts are possible with thunderstorms. 



Additional Thoughts 

• Low confidence but potentially high impact event 
 

• High confidence in wind gusts of 50-60 mph outside of thunderstorms, 
especially 10 PM to 2 AM. 
 

• Out-of-Season Severe Weather Event 
• Holiday Plans & Travel 

 
• Remind family and friends to have a way to receive watches & warnings 

• Share/retweet our information on Social Media! 
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Destructive Winds 

Lee County 



  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     National Weather Service Chicago:  weather.gov/chicago 

“When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!” 



Additional Information 

Winter Severe Weather in the NWS Chicago Area  

http://www.weather.gov/media/lot/severe/WinterSevereWeather.pdf 

Local Hazardous Weather Outlook 

http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=NWS&issuedby=LOT&product=HWO 

Storm Prediction Center Outlooks 
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/outlook/ 

Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook 

http://www.weather.gov/lot/ehwo 

http://www.weather.gov/media/lot/severe/WinterSevereWeather.pdf
http://forecast.weather.gov/product.php?site=NWS&issuedby=LOT&product=HWO
http://www.spc.noaa.gov/products/outlook/
http://www.weather.gov/lot/ehwo
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