
Local Outreach Program 
• School Visits 
• Shift shadows 

– 2-3 Hours for Middle School Students 
– 3-5 Hours for a High School Student 
– 4-6 Hours for Professionals 

• Tours of our Facility 
– Open to children and adults 12 years and older 
– Groups between 20 and 30 can be scheduled 
– Can be scheduled for normal business hours and 

evening hours 

 
 

 

• Event Speakers 

• Booths & Displays 

• Quarterly Newsletter  - 
Sterling Reporter 

 



•Issued Quarterly 

 

•Link is emailed to: 

• Spotters 

• Media 

• Emergency 

Management 

Officials   



Outreach 
on new 

webpage 



Open House 

Typically every other year 

•Booths 
•Weather Education 
Classes 
•Mobile Units from 
Emergency/Red Cross 
Officials 
•Tours open to all ages 
•Regular Upper Air Balloon 
Releases 



Skywarn Classes 

•Skywarn classes are an integral part of achieving 
the mission of the National Weather Service – 
Saving Lives & Property 
•Designed to educate the public on weather 
threats in this area. 
•Strengthens ties between the National Weather 
Service and the Community 

 



Skywarn Classes 
•More spotters lead to better 

warning decisions.  

The ground truth is more 

quickly received by the 

Meteorologists making the 

warning decisions 
 



Scheduling a Class 

•Classes are free. 

•Materials will be provided. 

•Classes should be open to the public. 

•Class size should be at least 25 to 30. 

 

All we need: 

•Free location 

•Point of Contact for Registration 

 



Skywarn Classes 

•Basics I (All Threats) 

•Threat Specific Classes 

• Floods 

• Winter Weather 

• Hurricane 

All classes discuss: 

•How to report vital information to the 

NWS 

•Local Hazards 

•Preparedness/Safety 

•Case Studies 



Skywarn Classes 

•Teach between 20 – 25 a year 
•Majority are Basics I 
•Basics I is a pre-requisite for others  

Classes are scheduled: 
• September - May 
• According to meteorologist availability 
• In areas where spotters are needed 
• To maintain StormReady status  
 



Skywarn Spotters 

> 5K Spotters 

Due to Privacy Laws– the 

NWS cannot give out 

spotter information. 



Class 
Schedule 

weather.gov/washington or weather.gov/baltimore 



Interested in Scheduling a Skywarn 
Class?? 

Email: Kevin.Witt@noaa.gov 

Email: Ashley.Sears@noaa.gov 

or 


