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NOAA, National Weather Service
Middle Atlantic
River Forecast Center
Briefing

3:00 pm March 4, 2015




Key Messages

The risk of river flooding associated with the current winter weather event
has greatly diminished over most of the MARFC service area.

Risk of minor river flooding due to rainfall and snowmelt remains for the
James, Appomattox , and Rappahannock Rivers. Current forecasts indicate
stages below flood stage; however, there is still moderate uncertainty
because forecast rather than observed rain during next 24 hours is the
main driver.

Changeover to snow Wednesday night and Thursday, which will gradually
overspread Virginia from North to South, diminishes the runoff threat for
this event.

River ice cover, the potential movement of ice with increased river flow,
and formation of ice jams downstream also bears watching in upper
portions of the Potomac River basin. We will continue to monitor this.



River Forecasts

We are currently not
forecasting river flooding in
our area, although 11
gauges are forecast to
exceed caution stage.

These forecasts account for
forecast precipitation and
snow melt.

Possible Rivers Impacted:
James, Appomattox,
Potomac, Shenandoah,
Rappahannock.

For the latest river
forecasts go to our web
page at:
www.weather.gov/marfc

NE \\ieélti _ ~‘-_».Il:~ja

B 0 Gauges: Major Flooding

B 0 Gauges: Moderate Flooding

[ 0 Gauges: Minor Flooding

[ 11 Gauges: Near Flood Stage

[ 173 Gauges: No Flooding

[ s Flood Category Mot Defined

B 0 At or Below Low Water Threshold
o Gauges: Forecasts Are Not Current
™ 20 Gauges: No forecast within selected
timeframe

B 0 Gauges: Out of Service

As of 3:00 EST
3/4/2015



Need more info?

* Contact your local NWS Weather Forecast Office
— Binghamton, NY http://weather.gov/bgm
— Blacksburg, VA http://weather.gov/rnk
— Mt Holly, NJ http://weather.gov/phi
— State College, PA http://weather.gov/ctp
— New York City, NY http://weather.gov/okx
— Sterling, VA http://weather.gov/Iwx
— Wakefield, VA http://weather.gov/akag

* Email: peter.ahnert@noaa.gov



http://weather.gov/bgm
http://weather.gov/rnk
http://weather.gov/phi
http://weather.gov/ctp
http://weather.gov/okx
http://weather.gov/lwx
http://weather.gov/akq

Find MARFC Online at:

* Homepage: http://weather.gov/marfc

 Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.MARFC.gov

e Twitter @ NWSMARFC



http://weather.gov/marfc
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.MARFC.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.MARFC.gov
https://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.MARFC.gov

Next MARFC Briefing

* This will be the last briefing for this event
unless conditions change dramatically
overnight.



