
Middle Atlantic
River Forecast Center

River Flood Potential 8/3 – 8/5

www.weather.gov/marfcIssued: 8/2/2020 12:30 PM

OVERVIEW: Scattered thunderstorms will be followed by
areas of heavy rainfall Monday afternoon through Tuesday 
associated with Tropical Storm Isaias.  Rainfall of 2 to 5 
inches with isolated higher amounts will lead to potentially 
life threatening flash and urban flooding along with 
possible minor to moderate river flooding.

Affected
Rivers

In Virginia/West Virginia/Maryland: James, Rappahannock, Shenandoah, 
Middle and Lower Potomac
In New Jersey/Pennsylvania: Passaic, Raritan, Schuylkill, and Southeast 
Pennsylvania tributaries

Timing Highest risk for river flooding:  Tuesday and Wednesday.

Hazards & 
Impacts

Minor to Moderate river flooding possible.  Minor flooding means flooding 
of some roads and low lying areas near buildings.  Moderate flooding 
means roads flooded along with flooding of some homes and/or other 
structures.

Confidence
Medium confidence that some river locations will see minor flooding.  
Because of rainfall forecast uncertainty, confidence in moderate flooding is 
somewhat lower.  

Additional 
Information

Potential also exists for life threatening flash, coastal, and urban flooding 
from Monday afternoon through Wednesday.  Fast flowing water is 
extremely dangerous.   Most flood deaths occur in vehicles.  
Turn Around, Don’t Drown.
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