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Mid-South Climate Summary : October 2018

TEMPERATURE

While it is quite cliché to compare temperatures to a rollercoaster ride, nothing else would be as appropriate to 
explain the temperatures for the month. October temperatures began well above normal, with daily average 
temperature departures 9.0° to 14.0° warmer than normal. Near the middle of the month, however, 
temperatures began to cool, and daily departures were soon as much as 10.0° to 12.0° cooler than normal. By 
late month the pattern had changed and temperatures were warmer than normal again. 

The result of this rollercoaster of temperatures ultimately factored toward the warmer side, with all four climate 
sites 1.2° to 3.1° warmer than normal for the month of October. Tupelo was by far the warmest, coming in at 
3.1° warmer than its normal October average temperature. Despite how high this was, it was still not enough to 
make for one of the top 10 warmest months of October on record for the site. Tupelo is currently 1.6° warmer 
than normal for 2018 through the end of October, which does not even crack the top 10 of the warmest first ten 
months of the year. Jonesboro had a departure from normal of 1.6° for the month, which was tied with 
Jackson’s departure from normal. Both sites remain warmer than normal for the year to date, with Jonesboro 
by 1.4° and Jackson by 1.6°. Jackson recorded the coolest temperature of the four sites during the month, the 
only one to reach freezing with 32.0°. Conversely, it was Jonesboro that recorded the warmest high 
temperature, reaching 93.0°. Finally, Memphis had a monthly average temperature which was 1.2° warmer 
than normal for October. This was only 0.7° above the normal, making Memphis the only official site with a 
near normal October average temperature. 

All four sites hit at least 90.0° during October, which was later than the normal last date of 90.0°. 
Climatologically, the average last occurrence for all of the sites to experience 90 or above is in September; 
Memphis on the 19th, Jackson on the 21st, Jonesboro on the 28th, and Tupelo on the 25th. 

October 2018 was warmer than normal for the entire Mid-South region, experiencing near to drier 
than normal conditions for most of the area. 

Memphis Jackson Jonesboro Tupelo

Average Temperature (MONTH) 65.3 62.1 62.8 66.1

Normal Avg. Temp (MONTH) 64.1 60.5 61.2 63

Departure from Normal (MONTH) 1.2 1.6 1.6 3.1

Average Temperature (YEAR) 66.6 64.2 64.4 66.8

Normal Avg. Temp (YEAR) 65.9 62.6 63.0 65.2

Departure from Normal (YEAR) 0.7 1.6 1.4 1.6
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PRECIPITATION

Precipitation totals varied around the region, but generally most areas experienced drier than normal 
conditions. The exception to this would be roughly the I-40 corridor and surrounding areas which recorded 
wetter than normal conditions. This was somewhat proven by Jackson, which was the only official climate site 
to have an above normal precipitation total for the month, with a departure of 0.40” above. The other three 
official sites all had below normal precipitation totals. However, this did not deter 2018 precipitation totals to 
date, which are still 120-160% of normal at all four sites. In fact, Jackson is currently running as the wettest 
year on record for the year through October. Memphis and Jonesboro had similar precipitation departures from 
normal for October, with 0.39” below and 0.42” below, respectively. Memphis is currently 8.85” of precipitation 
above normal for the year, while Jonesboro is an astonishing 21.25” above. Jonesboro has received so much 
precipitation that it is currently the 4th wettest year on record at the site, through the end of October. Ultimately, 
Tupelo was the loser where it came to precipitation totals, recording just under 2.00” for the entire month. This 
was 2.19” drier than the normal precipitation total for the month. Regardless, the site remains 14.96” wetter 
than normal for 2018 to date. 

Maximum Temperature 92.0 90.0 93.0 92.0

Minimum Temperature 39.0 32.0 34.0 36.0

Memphis Jackson Jonesboro Tupelo

Memphis Jackson Jonesboro Tupelo

Total Precipitation (MONTH) 3.59 4.17 3.84 1.93

Normal Precipitation (MONTH) 3.98 3.77 4.26 4.12

Departure from Normal (MONTH) -0.39 0.40 -0.42 -2.19

Percent of Normal 90% 111% 90% 47%

Total Precipitation (YEAR) 51.30 66.99 59.68 58.99

Normal Precipitation (YEAR) 42.45 43.02 38.43 44.03

Departure from Normal (YEAR) 8.85 23.97 21.25 14.96

Percent of Normal (YEAR) 121% 156% 155% 134%
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Climate Outlook
The one month outlook for the month of November currently has the Mid-South in an area of enhanced odds of 
cooler than normal conditions. Likewise, the entire region is highlighted for enhanced odds of wetter than 
normal conditions for the month. One month outlooks for the month of November:
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The latest three month outlook, encompassing the collective months of November, December, and January, 
currently has the northern one fourth of the region in enhanced odds of warmer than normal conditions. 
Meanwhile, the outlook has the rest of the Mid-South in equal chances of above, near, or below normal 
temperatures. The three month precipitation outlook for November, December, and January currently has the 
region highlighted for equal chances of above, near, or below normal precipitation totals. Three month outlooks 
for the collective months of November, December, and January: 
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