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Today is Hurricane and Flooding Awareness Day. 

 

The recent run of major hurricane impacts to the state of Florida continued in 2018 with one of the 

strongest hurricanes to make landfall in U.S. history. Strong category 4 Hurricane Michael caused 

widespread devastation in the Florida panhandle, while two tropical storms, Alberto and Gordon, impacted 

the far western Florida panhandle and Florida Keys, respectively. Although these three tropical cyclones 

spared east central Florida from direct impacts, the areas of the state that were impacted, particularly in 

the panhandle, experienced devastating damage from winds, storm surge, freshwater flooding, tornadoes, 

and extensive beach erosion. 

 

Historically, about 90 percent of all hurricane related deaths occur due to drowning from storm surge or 

fresh water flooding. Due to the lack of significant terrain in Florida, significant freshwater flooding can 

last for several days, or even weeks near the St. Johns River. In addition, significant erosion from high 

surf often occurs, even from storms that pass well offshore. Breaches in the dune line, severe loss of 

shoreline property and coastal flooding can take place. Even tropical cyclones that do not otherwise 

directly affect east central Florida can produce tornadoes well away from the center of the storm. 

 

Be extremely cautious after the storm has passed as many persons who have survived the initial passage 

of a tropical cyclone have died during the aftermath and recovery period! After Matthew in 2016, Irma in 

2017, and Michael in 2018, several people died as a result of carbon monoxide poisoning from the use of 

portable generators and while cleaning up debris left behind from the storms. Electrocution from downed 

wires, severe injuries during debris removal, impassable roads due to flooding and motor vehicle accidents 

often contribute to additional deaths in the wake of a storm. If using a generator, make sure to run it in an 

open outdoor location, and never in an enclosed area. If you encounter water covering a roadway, do not 

assume that you can drive through it. Remember: turn around, don’t drown!  

 

It is very important to develop a hurricane plan and have it in place before a storm threatens. Know if you 

live in either a hurricane evacuation zone or a federal flood zone. Even if you are not in a flood or 

evacuation zone, know whether you live in an area that frequently floods from heavy rains. Make sure 

you prepare a hurricane kit and have it stocked with supplies such as bottled water, canned foods and fresh 

batteries. When a storm threatens, purchase gas and take out extra cash, since neither may be available for 

several days. Plan to buy enough provisions to last a minimum of three to five days for each member of 

your household, including pets. 

 



 

 

 


