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This is About YOU!
• Facebook & Twitter can be customized so you follow/like who you want!

• NWS Offices have Facebook & Twitter!

• Local is better: Take advantage of what NWS produces



NWS Social Media Stats

Numbers as of May 12, 2020



NWS Geography & Organization: 
Where Am I?
You need forecast information for a POINT and a PATH

122 Weather Forecast Offices (WFOs) 21 Center Weather Service Units (CWSUs)



Role of a CWSU
• Producing regional graphics and forecasts utilizing local expertise

• Disseminating other NWS Data

• Utilizing LOCAL NWS Meteorologist Expertise & Specialized Expertise 

• Storm Prediction Center – Severe Weather Specialists (National)

• Aviation Weather Center – Aviation Weather Specialists (National)

• Neighboring CWSUs

• Consistent & Collaborated Message



Role of a WFO
• Producing local public & aviation forecasts utilizing local expertise.

• Forecasters available  24 / 7 / 365

• More staffing

• Coordination with National Centers (Storm Prediction Center & Weather Prediction Center) for 
consistent and collaborative forecast information



Social Media Weaknesses
• CWSU Staffing is at most, 1 Meteorologist on duty per shift

• Weather Forecast Offices have more staff but can be overloaded during active weather 

• Meteorologists MUST put forecast & warning operations first!

• NWS Social Media Pages are Not uniform in activity & content



Let’s Take a Trip! Seattle to Reno to Salt Lake City!
• WFOs:

• Seattle
• Pendleton
• Medford
• Reno
• Elko
• Salt Lake City

• CWSUs:
• Seattle
• Oakland
• Salt Lake City

• National Centers:
• Storm Prediction Center 

(SPC)
• Aviation Weather Center 

(AWC)





This is About YOU!
• Facebook & Twitter can be customized so you follow/like who you want!

• NWS Offices have Facebook & Twitter!

• Local is better: Take advantage of what NWS produces


