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Preparing For Winter 

Winter 2023-2024 Outlook 

The Winter 2023-2024 Outlook forecasts favors equal chances of above/below normal 

temperatures and leans above normal precipitation for the region. For more information check 

out the Winter 2023-2024 Climate Outlook. 
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Join us and our partners the week of November 6-10, 2023 for Winter Weather Preparedness 

Week in the state of Missouri. Winter storms and cold temperatures can be extremely 

dangerous. We urge people to use this week to review the Winter hazards and  their safety 

plans so they are prepared for the upcoming Winter season. Additional safety information can 

be found on NWS Springfield Winter Weather Preparedness Webpage and SEMA Webpage. 

Winter Weather Preparedness Week 
November 6-10, 2023 

https://www.weather.gov/sgf/
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/winter
https://www.weather.gov/media/sgf/DssPacket.pdf
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/weatherstory
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/2023-24-us-winter-outlook-wetter-south-warmer-north#:~:text=According%20to%20NOAA%20Climate%20Prediction,Alaska%2C%20and%20most%20of%20Hawaii.
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/WinterPreparedness
https://sema.dps.mo.gov/plan_and_prepare/winter_weather.php
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Winter Products and Science 

NWS Winter Weather Products 

Understanding Winter Precipitation 
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Winter Products Changes 

New Winter Storm Warning Criteria 

In the Contiguous US, warning criteria thresholds for heavy snow, measured in inches, have been updated to serve as the basis for 

winter storm watches and warnings. The updates were made to improve decision support services, collaboration, and 

communication. There is now an interactive heavy snow criteria map that is centrally updated and managed, allowing users to 

easily find their local criteria. Minor changes to criteria should have only limited impact to end users. Offices can still issue watches 

and warnings based on anticipated impacts. 

New Winter Storm Warning criteria for the Springfield, MO County Warning Area is 5 inches or more of snowfall.  

Check out this webpage for more information on Winter Storm Warning criteria across the US. 

https://www.weather.gov/snow-criteria


 

The WSSI has been developed to 

have a two-fold focus. The first is for 

use as a tool to assist NWS 

operational forecasters in 

maintaining situational awareness of 

the possible significance of weather-

related impacts based upon the 

current official forecasts. The second 

is to enhance communication to 

external partners, media and the 

general public of the expected 

severity of potential societal impacts 

due to expected winter hazards and 

their distribution. Individual 

components can be analyzed which 

include: Snow Amount, Snow Load, 

Ice Accumulation, Flash Freeze, 

Blowing Snow, and Ground Blizzard. 
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Winter Forecasting 

Probabilistic Snowfall Forecasts 

Winter Storm Severity Index (WSSI) 

The purpose of these experimental probabilistic snowfall products is to provide customers and partners a range of snowfall 

possibilities, in complement to existing NWS deterministic snowfall graphics, to better communicate forecast uncertainties during 

winter weather events. For more information and probabilistic snowfall forecasts, check out  weather.gov/springfield/winter. 

Winter Storm Severity Index (WSSI) 

Rolling 24 Hour Winter Storm Severity Index (WSSI) 

Experimental Probabilistic Winter Storm Severity Index (ProbWSSI) 

https://www.weather.gov/sgf/winter
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi.php?id=SGF
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/wssi_rolling_24h.php
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/wwd/wssi/prob_wssi.php
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Measuring Snow and Ice 

Measuring Snow 

Measuring Ice 
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Winter Weather Preparedness 

Vehicle Winter Preparedness Checklist 

Winter Driving and Preparedness 

Being Prepared for Cold Weather 
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Sending Winter Weather Reports 

Ways to Send Reports 

Send Report to NWS iNWS Storm Reports mPING App 

Join CoCoRaHS Volunteer Program 

Join CoCoRaHS Volunteer Program 

What is CoCoRaHS? 

The Community Collaborative 

Rain, Hail and Snow Network, 

is a non-profit, community 

based, network of volunteers 

who measure and report rain, 

hail and snow in their 

backyards. Additional About 

CoCoRaHS info. 

 

Who uses CoCoRaHS? 

CoCoRaHS is used by a wide 

variety of organizations and 

individuals.  The National Weather Service, other meteorologists, hydrologists, emergency managers, city utilities (water supply, 

water conservation, storm water), insurance adjusters, USDA, engineers, mosquito control, ranchers and farmers, outdoor & 

recreation interests, teachers, students, and neighbors in the community are just some examples of those who visit our Web site 

and use our data.  

 

Volunteers of All Ages Welcome! 

Everyone can participate, both young, old, and in-between. The only requirements are an enthusiasm for watching and reporting 

weather conditions and a desire to learn more about how weather can affect and impact our lives.  Check out the volunteers 

wanted flyer. 

 

https://inws.ncep.noaa.gov/report/
https://mping.nssl.noaa.gov/
https://www.cocorahs.org/Application.aspx
https://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=aboutus
https://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=aboutus
https://media.cocorahs.org/docs/CocoFlyerWantedNational0312.pdf
https://media.cocorahs.org/docs/CocoFlyerWantedNational0312.pdf
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Building a Weather-Ready Nation 

Vulnerable Populations Initiative 

2023 WRN Ambassador of Excellence Award 

Follow NWS Springfield 

Lake Area Storm Spotters continues to exemplify itself as a leader in 
the Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador community. In particular, 
L.A.S.S. has been a leading example of preparedness on social 
media platforms over the last several years leading to having over 
16,500 members as a private organization. This effort includes 
engaging and educating the community on hazardous weather safety 
through the sharing of NWS safety messages and initiating 
homeschool talks and other community weather awareness training 
classes.  L.A.S.S. is a valuable force multiplier in building a Weather-
Ready Nation and serves as an example for future ambassadors. 
 

 

Click here to Learn More about Becoming an Ambassador 

 

 

 

 

Scan the QR code to Apply today! 

Goal 1: Identify vulnerable populations in the NWS Springfield 

area.  

Goal 2: Build relationship/partnership within the vulnerable 

population community of interest. Identify a point of contact. 

Goal 3: Take a five step approach to relationship building 

TRUST within the vulnerable population:  

 1. Teamwork  

 2. Respect 

 3. Understand 

 4. Service 

 5. Task 

 

Resources: 

FEMA Resilience Analysis and Planning Tool (RAPT) 

CDC Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) 

Neighborhoods at Risk 

https://www.facebook.com/NWSSpringfield/
https://twitter.com/NWSSpringfield
https://www.youtube.com/NWSSpringfield
https://www.weather.gov/sgf/winter
https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou
https://fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=90c0c996a5e242a79345cdbc5f758fc6
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/placeandhealth/svi/interactive_map.html
https://nar.headwaterseconomics.org/

