
2020 Hydrologic Highlights



WY 2019-2020 Snowpack

• Snowpack across most major basins was near or below normal for the 
2019-2020 Water Year

• Snow water equivalent (SWE) dropped rapidly and early (which has 
been the trend in recent years)
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Spring Runoff 2020

• Although most basins had normal to somewhat below normal 
snowpack, runoff was well below normal

• Main challenge was the dry soils due to the below normal 2019 
Monsoon

• Runoff started a bit early (which has been the trend), but the 
streamflow peaked early then fell off during the time for many basins 
it would still be increasing
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Monsoon 2020

• Second well-below normal monsoon in a row for the area

• While important for most of the state for growing seasons, a robust 
monsoon is important for:
• Soil and ground water recharge

• Reservoir storage (some reservoirs, Pecos/Canadian) 

• Maintaining soil moisture is important for mountain areas after the 
runoff to make effective use of the runoff for the next season
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Socorro Flooding



Little Bear Returns



Drought

• NM has been in a slow decline over the last 12-18 months

• 2019 runoff was excellent, however monsoon was poor

• Gains made after the 2019 runoff were slowly lost over the monsoon 
season and fall 2019 as soil moisture was not replenished

• Below normal SM contributed to a poor runoff and led to significant 
stress on native forage and vegetation

• Above normal evapotranspiration added stress to the system
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Early Season Snow


