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August 2026 Climate Highlights for
Central & Northern New Mexico

Frijoles fire (near Cundiyo) - August 16 Flash Flooding (near Bonito Lake) - August 14
Photo Courtesy Joseph Goudsward Photo Courtesy Bonito Bait Supply
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August 2026 Monthly Highlights

August Temperatures

Location Observed Avg. Temp (°F) | Normal Avg. Temp (°F) | Departure (°F) I(:a;khl;z::)
Albuquerque (KABQ) 82.5° 76.9° +5.6° 1136
Roswell (KROW) 85.3° 81.6° +3.7° 51135
Clayton (KCAO) 79.3° 73.1° +6.2° 1131
Raton (KRTN) 72.6° 68.6° +4.0° 3|81
Las Vegas (KLVS) 72.5° 67.1° +5.4° 1187
Santa Fe (KSAF) 76.0° 71.1° +4.9° 1|86
Tucumcari (KTCC) 83.9° 78.6° +5.3° 2|79
Farmington (KFMN) 79.5° 74.6° +4.9° 1|86
Gallup (KGUP) 73.9° 69.7° +4,2° 1]54
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August Temperatures

New Mexico - Mean Temperature New Mexico - Mean Temperature
August 2026, Departure from 1991-2020 Average August 2026, Percentile
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August Temperatures

Average Daily Mean Temperature: 01 Aug 2026 - 31 Aug 2026 Daily Mean Temperature Anomaly: 01 Aug 2026 - 31 Aug 2026
Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Aug 2026 Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Aug 2026
(Map graphic created 01 Sep 2026) Base period: 1991 - 2020

(Map graphic created 01 Sep 2026)
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August Precipitation

Location Observed Precip (in) Normal Precip (in) Departure (in) I(:ai';k\,,l,;z:;)
Albuquerque (KABQ) 0.67” 1.31” -0.64” 99 | 136
Roswell (KROW) 0.84” 1.68” -0.84” 90| 135
Clayton (KCAO) 2.35” 3.08” -0.73” 52 | 131
Raton (KRTN) 0.53” 2.32” -1.79” 55| 86
Las Vegas (KLVS) 3.98” 3.13” +0.85” 25| 87
Santa Fe (KSAF) 0.74” 1.96” -1.22” 38| 86
Tucumcari (KTCC) 0.18” 2.21” -2.03” 58 |79
Farmington (KFMN) 0.43” 0.79” -0.36” 41 | 86
Gallup (KGUP) 0.85” 1.92” -1.07” 44 | 54
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August Precipitation

New Mexico - Precipitation New Mexico - Precipitation
August 2026, Percent of 1991-2020 Average August 2026, Percentile
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August Precipitation

Total Precipitation: 01 Aug 2026 - 31 Aug 2026 Total Precipitation Anomaly: 01 Aug 2026 - 31 Aug 2026
Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Aug 2026 Period ending 7 AM EST 31 Aug 2026
(Map graphic created 01 Sep 2026) Base period: 1991 - 2020

(Map graphic created 01 Sep 2026)
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Highest CoCoRaHS Reports
(Inches)

B
omesawer | _aw
B T
BT
s | e
T T

National Weather Service
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Serving Central & Northern NM



August 2026 Monthly Highlights

Monthly Precipitation
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Current Drought Conditions & Four Week Change

U.S. Drought Monitor
New Mexico

National Weather Service

August 25, 2026

(Released Thursday, Aug. 27, 2026)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 (D1-D4 [ D2-D4 §is=SsZ gy
Cument 0.83 |99.17 | 95.56 | 75.93 | 38.65 | 7.66
Last Week
s 173 | 98.27 | 94.36 | 79.39 | 36.02 | 3.05
3 MonthsAgo
patons 0.00 [100.00|94.42 | 84.63 [ 29.61 | 0.00
Start of
Calendar Year | 0.01 |99.99 | 7171|5189 | 259 | 0.00
01-06-2026
Start of
Water Year | 19.91 | 80.09 | 68.67 | 47.53 | 14.45 | 2.41
09-30-2025
One YearAgo | 17 6g | 8732 | 71.68 | 56.17 | 25.17 | 4.07
08-26-2025
Intensity:
E None \:l D2 Severe Drought

I:l DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
[_1D1Moderate Drought  |Jlll D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.uni. edu/About.aspx

Author.
Adam Aligood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC
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Weather Event of the Month:
Record Heat

Weather Summary: Anomalously strong high pressure was in place over New Mexico throughout
the month of August, bringing weeks of near-record to record high temperatures. There were
periods of wetter weather, but the pattern did not support widespread, soaking precipitation. Given
the weak steering flow, storms generally remained close to the high terrain, leaving the lower
deserts of central and western NM dry.

Standardized 500 mb Height Anomalies - August 2026

Geopot Hgt 500hPa Standard Anomaly (o) ECMWF ERAS5 (0.5x0.5 deg)
August 2026 - 1979-2000

'V

Standardized 500 mb
height anomalies show
significantly higher
heights than normal for
August 2026. Higher 500
mb heights generally
result in hotter surface
temperatures and less
instability aloft, which
translates to drier
weather.

ClimateReanalyzer.org | Climate Change Institute | University of Maine
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Weather Event of the Month:
Record Heat

Statistics: August 2026 ranked as the hottest August on record for Albuquerque, Clayton, Las
Vegas, Santa Fe, Farmington, Gallup, and the state of New Mexico as a whole. The statewide
average temperature was 77.2°, which was 6.3° above the 1901-2000 average.

Location # of records tied/broken
Aug. 2026 (Highs & Lows) Statewide Average Temperature Rank (132 years) August 2026
Albuquerque 12
(KABQ)
Roswell 5
(KROW)
Clayton 7
(KCAO)
Raton 2
(KRTN)
Las Vegas 8
(KLVS)
Santa Fe 6
(KSAF) Coldest JIUGHIBEION] Below Average Near Average Above Average [HUCHABOVEI \Varmest
Tucumcari ‘
(kTCc) ° VS e v e &Y
::::;l',:'f on | 14 New Mexico was 1 of 4 states to have the warmest
Gallup . August on record (132 years).
(KGUP)
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Additional Resources

PRISM Charts

CPC Outlooks

NCEI Climatological Ranking

New Climate Page

National Weather Service
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