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August 2026 Climate Highlights for 
Central & Northern New Mexico

Seven Cabins Wildfire | May 17
Photo Courtesy Wendell Malone

Frijoles fire (near Cundiyo) - August 16
Photo Courtesy Joseph Goudsward

Flash Flooding (near Bonito Lake) - August 14
Photo Courtesy Bonito Bait Supply



August Temperatures

Location Observed Avg. Temp (°F) Normal Avg. Temp (°F) Departure (°F)
Rank | *POR
 (1 is hottest)

Albuquerque (KABQ) 82.5° 76.9° +5.6° 1 | 136
Roswell (KROW) 85.3° 81.6° +3.7° 5 | 135
Clayton (KCAO) 79.3° 73.1° +6.2° 1 | 131
Raton (KRTN) 72.6° 68.6° +4.0° 3 | 81
Las Vegas (KLVS) 72.5° 67.1° +5.4° 1 | 87
Santa Fe (KSAF) 76.0° 71.1° +4.9° 1 | 86
Tucumcari (KTCC) 83.9° 78.6° +5.3° 2 | 79
Farmington (KFMN) 79.5° 74.6° +4.9° 1 | 86
Gallup (KGUP) 73.9° 69.7° +4.2° 1 | 54
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*POR - Period of Record of Station
Data is considered preliminary until certified by NCEI
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August Precipitation

August 2026 Monthly Highlights

Location Observed Precip (in) Normal Precip (in) Departure (in)
Rank | *POR
 (1 is wettest)

Albuquerque (KABQ) 0.67” 1.31” -0.64” 99 | 136
Roswell (KROW) 0.84” 1.68” -0.84” 90 | 135
Clayton (KCAO) 2.35” 3.08” -0.73” 52 | 131
Raton (KRTN) 0.53” 2.32” -1.79” 55 | 86
Las Vegas (KLVS) 3.98” 3.13” +0.85” 25 | 87
Santa Fe (KSAF) 0.74” 1.96” -1.22” 38 | 86
Tucumcari (KTCC) 0.18” 2.21” -2.03” 58 | 79
Farmington (KFMN) 0.43” 0.79” -0.36” 41 | 86
Gallup (KGUP) 0.85” 1.92” -1.07” 44 | 54
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*POR - Period of Record of Station
Data is considered preliminary until certified by NCEI
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Station Number Total Precipitation
(Inches)

Capitan 1.3 WSW 4.51”

Ski Apache 4.23”

Capitan 5.5 NE 3.69”

Ocate 3.0 WNW 3.48”

Ocate 3.4 WNW 3.38”

Nogal 4.6 SSE 3.26”

Sapello 5.1 WNW 3.02”

Clayton 12.4 SSW 2.83”

Ruidoso 2.3 SW 2.80”

Highest CoCoRaHS Reports
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Monthly Precipitation
August 2026 Monthly Highlights

National Weather Service 
Albuquerque, New Mexico Serving Central & Northern NM



Current Drought Conditions & Four Week Change
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Weather Event of the Month: 
Record Heat

Weather Summary: Anomalously strong high pressure was in place over New Mexico throughout 
the month of August, bringing weeks of near-record to record high temperatures. There were 
periods of wetter weather, but the pattern did not support widespread, soaking precipitation. Given 
the weak steering flow, storms generally remained close to the high terrain, leaving the lower 
deserts of central and western NM dry.
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Standardized 500 mb 
height anomalies show 

significantly higher 
heights than normal for 

August 2026. Higher 500 
mb heights generally 

result in hotter surface 
temperatures and less 
instability aloft, which 

translates to drier 
weather.

Standardized 500 mb Height Anomalies - August 2026



Weather Event of the Month: 
Record Heat

Statistics: August 2026 ranked as the hottest August on record for Albuquerque, Clayton, Las 
Vegas, Santa Fe, Farmington, Gallup, and the state of New Mexico as a whole. The statewide 
average temperature was 77.2°, which was 6.3° above the 1901-2000 average.   
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Location # of records tied/broken
Aug. 2026 (Highs & Lows)

Albuquerque 
(KABQ)

12

Roswell 
(KROW)

5

Clayton 
(KCAO)

7

Raton 
(KRTN)

2

Las Vegas 
(KLVS)

8

Santa Fe 
(KSAF)

6

Tucumcari 
(KTCC)

8

Farmington 
(KFMN)

14

Gallup 
(KGUP)

9

New Mexico was 1 of 4 states to have the warmest 
August on record (132 years).



Additional Resources

PRISM Charts

CPC Outlooks

NCEI Climatological Ranking

New Climate Page
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