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November 2020 was warmer and drier than normal, following the pattern for much of the
year.

It was a fairly quiet month, unlike the wacky, record, and extreme weather in September and
October. Light snow amounts were reported on the 8th through 9th. High winds impacted
many areas on the 14th. Record warmth occurred on a few days around the middle of the
month. Strong winds and mostly light snow occurred on the 23rd and 24th and more light snow
fell on the 27th through 28th.

Synopsis
November 29 Moonrise over the Bosque – photo courtesy of 

the Ventana Ranch Neighborhood Association

November 27 in Gallup – photo courtesy of the NMDOT

Overview

weather.gov/abqNWS Albuquerque

November 24 Snow at the Angel Fire Resort – photo courtesy of Angel Fire Resort
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Actual Anomaly

State Temperatures

November was another warmer than normal month, with 2020 probably being one of the warmest on record.
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State Precipitation

Actual Anomaly

November was another drier than normal month, especially across the east and south. 
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The average statewide temperature was 47.7° which was 5.6° above the
long-term normal of 42.1° (1901-2000). This ranks as a tie for 2nd warmest
November on record for New Mexico!

The average statewide precipitation was 0.31” which was 0.35” below the
long-term normal of 0.66” (1901-2000). This ranks as the 41st driest
October on record for New Mexico.

Temperature Precipitation

Statewide Temperature & Precipitation Trends
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Monthly Precipitation

Here is a more detailed image of the November 2020 precipitation.  
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Drought

Over the past three weeks (from November 3rd-24th) drought has continued to increase in coverage and 
intensity, and not just a little bit, but a bunch.  Exceptional drought has expanded to over half the state (50.95 
percent)!  The month began with just a little over 7 percent exceptional drought across the state. We have to 
go back to June 2011 and June 2013 to find drought severity close to November 2020!

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/20201103/20201103_nm_trd.png
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/20201124/20201124_nm_trd.png
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ENSO
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Temperature & Precipitation Outlook

Temperature
December-January-February

Precipitation
December-January-February

Above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation continue to be the most likely weather scheme for the  
winter season, especially southern New Mexico.
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Albuquerque Sunport Temperatures

The average temperature for Albuquerque was 49.1°, which was 4.2° above the normal of 44.9°. The average maximum temperature for the month
was 61.2°. This was 5.4° above the normal average maximum temperature of 55.8°. The average minimum temperature for the month was 37.0°. This
was 2.9° above the normal average minimum temperature of 34.1°. This ranks as the 7th warmest November on record.

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

High Minimum Temperature November 7, 2020 51° 50° / 1920

High Temperature November 18, 2020 71° 70° / 1949

High Temperature November 19, 2020 76° 72° / 1915

High Minimum Temperature November 19, 2020 46° 45° / 1950

High Minimum Temperature November 21, 2020 48° 43° / 2017, 1924, 1909, 1902
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Albuquerque Sunport Precipitation

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Precipitation = 0.57” Actual = 0.12”

There was 0.12” of precipitation measured at Albuquerque, compared to the normal of 0.57”, or 0.45” below normal.
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Albuquerque Sunport Snowfall

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Snowfall = 1.0” Actual = 0.0”

There was no snow measured at Albuquerque, compared to the November normal of 1.0”.
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Clayton Temperatures

The average temperature for Clayton was 46.6°, which was 3.0° above the normal of 43.6°. The average maximum temperature for the month was
59.9°. This was 2.7° above the normal average maximum temperature of 57.2°. The average minimum temperature for the month was 33.4°. This was
3.4° above the normal average minimum temperature of 30.0°. This ranks as the 20th warmest November on record.

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

High Minimum Temperature November 4, 2020 50° 48° / 2017,1978

High Minimum Temperature November 18, 2020 43° (tie) 43° / 2008,1941,1913

High Minimum Temperature November 19, 2020 46° 45° / 1996
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Clayton Precipitation

There was only 0.09” of precipitation measured at Clayton, compared to the normal of 0.45”, or 0.36” below normal. This was tied for the 33rd driest
November on record (1893-2019).

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Precipitation = 0.45” Actual = 0.09”
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Clayton Snowfall

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Snowfall = 3.0” Actual = 0.3”

There was 0.3” of snow measured at Clayton, compared to the November normal of 3.0”, or 2.7” below normal.
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Roswell Temperatures

The average temperature for Roswell was 54.9°, which was 5.6° above the normal of 49.3°. The average maximum temperature for the month was
70.1°. This was 5.8° above the average maximum temperature of 64.3°. The average minimum temperature for the month was 39.7°. This was
5.4° above the normal average minimum temperature of 34.3°. This was tied for the 2nd warmest November on record!

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

High Temperature November 4, 2020 87° 86° / 1988

High Minimum Temperature November 8, 2020 53° 51° / 1940

High Temperature November 19, 2020 89° 88° / 1996
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Roswell Precipitation

There was 0.12” of precipitation measured at Roswell, compared to the normal of 0.58”, or 0.46” below normal. This was tied for the 46th driest
November on record (1893-2020).

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Precipitation = 0.58” Actual = 0.12”
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Roswell Snowfall

Record Type Date New Record Previous Record

Normal Snowfall = 1.3” Actual = 0.0”

There was no snow measured at Roswell, compared to the November normal of 1.3”.
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*Storm reports are considered preliminary until a final review is certified in the NWS Storm Data publication. 
Certified data is available three to four months post-event at: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/

Severe Weather*

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/
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NCEI Climatological Rankings: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/national/rankings

PRISM Climate Data: http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/

U.S. Drought Monitor: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

NWS Local Climate Pages: https://w2.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=abq

CPC ENSO: https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml

NCEI Storm Data: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/

Questions?: sr-abq.webmaster@noaa.gov

NWS Albuquerque Facebook

@NWSAlbuquerque & #nmwx

Resources

weather.gov/abqNWS Albuquerque

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/cag/national/rankings
http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://w2.weather.gov/climate/index.php?wfo=abq
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/
mailto:sr-abq.webmaster@noaa.gov

