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Primary Concerns This Week

1. Critical fire weather conditions 
in eastern NM each afternoon 
through Wednesday

2. Locally hazardous crosswinds
3. Increasing risk for winter travel 

impacts; initially in western and 
northern NM, then expanding 
into the northeast/east central 
plains for late week
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CoCoRaHS Reports for Past Week

Station Precipitation (in)
El Rito 0.0 SW 1.02

Jemez Pueblo 5.7 NNW 0.95

Cedar Crest 0.5 NNW 0.88

Sandia Park 0.5 S 0.75

Chama 12.3 SSE 0.74

Edgewood 11.4 SSW 0.69

Taos 19.1 W 0.68

Tijeras 3.5 E 0.67

Cloudcroft 4.0 E 0.67

Tijeras 10.1 SSE 0.64

Cedar Crest 3.0 NNE 0.62

Alto 0.3 N 0.62

Tijeras 4.2 NE 0.59

NWS Albuquerque (NM-BR-292) 0.04

Valid: March 4-11, 2024
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Station Snowfall (in)
Jemez Springs 6.6 ENE 11.0

Chama 12.3 SSE 9.3

Sandia Park 0.5 S 8.3

Cedar Crest 0.5 NNW 7.5

Taos 19.1 W 6.9

Chacon 2.3 ENE 6.1

Gallina 2.0 W 6.1

Cloudcroft 4.0 E 6.0

Cedar Crest 3.0 NNE 5.9

Tijeras 3.5 E 5.7

Tijeras 10.1 SSE 5.6

Sapello 5.1 WNW 5.6

Ruidoso 5.6 NNE 5.5

NWS Albuquerque (NM-BR-292) T
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Please Join the CoCoRaHS Party!
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Current Snowpack in New Mexico

Nice bump for the Upper Rio Grande basin - now at 97% 
of normal for this time of year.

2023

Average2024
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Critical Fire Weather Conditions:  Today through Wednesday

This Afternoon Tuesday Afternoon Wednesday Afternoon
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Energy Release Component (ERC)
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End of Week Storm | Forecast Track Confidence: 50% | Impact Potential: 40-80%
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Temperature and Precipitation Outlook

● High Temps: Above normal temperatures expected through midweek then turning colder
● Precipitation: Dry through the middle of the week then increased chances for the end of the week
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Potential Impacts

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid Midnight MT

Tonight

RAPID FIRE GROWTH RISK (EARLY EVE)

Tonight’s Low Temperatures

● Critical fire weather conditions (east) diminish by early evening
● Upper level disturbance passing through the state, but very low 

chances for any notable precipitation | Gusty winds over mtn peaks
● Overnight low temperatures 5-12 degrees above seasonal normals



NOAA/National Weather Service
Albuquerque, NM

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Weekly Weather Briefing

Potential Impacts
Tuesday

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid 3pm MT

RISK FOR RAPID FIRE GROWTH (EAST)

Tuesday’s High Temperatures

● Gusty westerly winds redevelop along/east of central mtn chain, with 
strongest speeds along I-40 corridor

● Gusty winds + Low RH + Dry Fuels → Critical fire weather conditions
● Increasing clouds (west) w/ near normal temps | Above normal (east)
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Potential Impacts
Wednesday

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid 3pm MT

RAPID FIRE GROWTH RISK (EAST)
WINTER TRAVEL (WRN/NRN TERRAIN)

Wednesday’s High Temperatures

● Greater risk for widespread breezy to windy conditions ( + blowing 
dust) resulting in a higher threat for critical fire weather in eastern NM

● Increasing rain and snow chances in western and northern NM | Snow 
levels around 7,500 feet, dropping to 5,500 feet overnight
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Potential Impacts
Thursday

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid 3pm MT

SLICK ROADS ABOVE 6,000 FEET IN 
WESTERN & NORTHERN NM

Thursday’s Precipitation Chances

● Next storm system originating from the Gulf of Alaska will dive into 
the Desert Southwest | It is still unclear on its exact trajectory

● Widespread precipitation over the area | Lowest chances in southeast
● Winter travel impacts will be favored for locations above 6,000 feet
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Potential Impacts
Friday

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid 3pm MT

SLICK ROADS ABOVE 5,500 FEET

Friday’s Precipitation Chances

● Didn’t see the upper low move?  That’s right → system becomes nearly 
stationary | Backdoor cold front enters the picture to enhance the risk for 
precipitation (including snow) in the eastern plains | Morning gap winds

● Most likely the higher impact day of the week with widespread travel impacts
● High temperatures 15 to 25 degrees below normal, especially in eastern NM
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Albuquerque Gap Winds:  Thursday Night into Friday Morning

Worst Case
Most Likely
Best Case
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Snowfall Probabilities (Thursday - Saturday Night)

Probability of ≥ 1” Snowfall Probability of ≥ 6” Snowfall
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Probability for Winter Weather Travel Impacts:  Thursday and Friday

Thursday and Thursday Night Friday and Friday Night

20-30% 20-30%

40-60%40-60%

50-70%<20%

<20% <20%

20-40%
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Upcoming Weekend

Upper Level Forecast Chart Valid 6pm MT

Saturday Sunday

Mountain snow showers may linger through Saturday afternoon in the northern mountains. Clearing is likely by Sunday, 
allowing temperatures to climb back up to seasonal normals. Light winds are expected both days.
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8-14 Day Temp/Precip Outlooks (Climate Prediction Center)
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Week 3-4 Temp/Precip Outlooks (Climate Prediction Center)
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Limited (Common) Minor (Common) Moderate (Uncommon) High (Rare Event) Extreme (Very Rare Event)
Potential Impacts Color Table This product is for situational awareness and intended to be used alongside more detailed products at http://weather.gov/abq

Tonight Tuesday, Mar 12 Wednesday, Mar 13 Thursday, Mar 14 Friday, Mar 15 Weekend
      

      

 
Rapid fire spread likely from 
any new start in northeast 

and east-central NM. 

 
Rapid fire spread possible 

from any new start in 
east-central NM.

Slick road conditions above 
6,000 ft in western and 

northern NM.

Rapid fire spread possible 
from any new start in 

east-central and southeast 
NM. 

Hazardous driving 
conditions in the high terrain 
of western and northern NM, 

particularly through 
mountain passes.

Snow levels may drop as low 
as valley floors Thursday 

night, creating slick roads at 
lower elevations.

Strong east canyon winds 
will blow unsecured objects 

and create hazardous 
crosswinds on N/S oriented 
roads in ABQ and Santa Fe 

overnight

Hazardous driving 
conditions in the high terrain, 

particularly through 
mountain passes.

Slick travel in eastern NM 
and the lower elevations of 

central and western NM.
 

Strong east canyon winds 
will blow unsecured objects 

and create hazardous 
crosswinds on N/S oriented 
roads in ABQ and Santa Fe 

during the morning

Slick road conditions 
possible above 6,000 ft 

Updated: March 11, 2024


