e Drought Information Statement for Central/Northeast

-+ SD & West Central MN
Valid: August 20, 2026

» Issued By: National Weather Service Aberdeen, SD
Contact Information: w-abr.webmaster@noaa.gov

This product will be updated by Sep 24, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
Please visit https://www.weather.gov/abr/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.

Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates for regional drought status updates.

EXTREME DROUGHT (D3) CONDITIONS EXPANDING ACROSS
PORTIONS OF NORTH CENTRAL & NORTHWEST SOUTH DAKOTA.

AGRICULTURAL & LIVESTOCK/PASTURE IMPACTS CONTINUE.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


https://www.commerce.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.weather.gov/abr/DroughtInformationStatement
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates

& U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought Intensity and Extent

o PEXIUELIEIICI 413 Western Corson,

portions of Dewey, Potter, and Sully
counties.

el

_Ll
g O

o D2 (Severe Drought): Portions of
Corson, Dewey, Potter, and Sully
counties, and surrounding area.
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o D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of
central SD, also parts of west central MN.

o  DO: (Abnormally Dry): Much of central Nt
SD, parts of northeast SD and west U.S. Drought Monitor
central MN. _
Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought Severe Drought (D2) Extreme Drought Exceptional Drought
(D1) (D3) (D4)
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/18/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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e 4-Week Drought Monitor Class Change

o Drought Worsened: Portions of Corson
& Dewey counties saw a 2-class to
3-class degradation in drought
conditions. Parts of central & northeast
SD saw a 1-class degradation.

o Drought Improved: Portions of south
central, northeast SD & west central MN
saw a 1-class improvement.

e 1-Week Drought Monitor Class Change (not
pictured)

o No change noted across the Aberdeen
County Warning Area (CWA).

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

& Recent Change in Drought Intensity

2wt 3‘5\ The latest 4-week change map for Central/Northeast SD & West Central MN

U.S. Drought Monitor 4-Week Change Map
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Drought Degradation
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Drought Improvement

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 08/18/26

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Only 25-50% of
normal
precipitation over
north central SD
during the past 30
days. Less than

25% in some cases.

This area aligns
with current D2 to

D3 drought
conditions.

Spotty
thunderstorms
brought isolated
pockets of wetness.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation
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2 4 6 8

Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/20/26

image courtesy of Drought.gov

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 08/20/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD
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e /-day temperature
anOmalieS (ending 7-Day Temperature Anomaly 30-Day Temperature Anomaly
8/16) are slightly
below normal over
central SD; slightly
above normal over
eastern SD.

e 30-day anomalies 4-6
degrees above normal
across north central
SD (D2/D3 drought
area).

e Hot/above normal
temperatures have
exacerbated drought Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image Data Valid: 08/16/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image

courtesy of Drought.gov

.. courtesy of Drought.gov
conditions.

Data Valid: 08/16/26

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
v Aberdeen, SD

U.S. Department of Commerce
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& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

»>  Links: See/submit
Below normal streamflows across portions of north central South Dakota. A below normal runoff is forecast by the U.S
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Hydrologic Impacts
[
Army Corps of Engineers for the Missouri River, with water conservation measures in place for the reservoir system

(USGS National Water Dashboard)

Agricultural Impacts
becoming poor water quality. Reduced pasture forage; supplemental feed needed. (CMOR)

Crop stress across north central SD noted in corn, wheat, and beans. Yield losses expected. Stock ponds drying up and
Statewide corn condition rated 28 percent poor or very poor. Pasture & Range condition rated 66 percent poor or very

. :
poor. USDA Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin can be found here

Fire Hazard Impacts
Windy days combined with drying fuels over central SD bring elevated to critical fire danger at times

Mitigation Actions
e SD Drought Task Force initiated May 6, 2026. SD Governor issued Executive Order 2026-10 to expand SD Wildland Fire
assistance and resources to help rural departments outside the Black Hills Forest Fire Protection District. In addition, the

Governor extended the provisions of Executive Order 2026-08 on flexibility for hay hauling

National Weather Service

Other Impacts/Mitigation
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
Aberdeen, SD

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm:


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://esmis.nal.usda.gov/publication/weekly-weather-and-crop-bulletin
https://sdsos.gov/general-information/executive-actions/executive-orders/assets/2026%20Executive%20Orders/2026-10.pdf
https://governor.sd.gov/doc/EO_2026-08-Drought-Declaration-02.pdf

Agricultural Impacts

e Crop stress across north central SD
noted in corn, beans, and wheat. Yield
losses expected.

o Percentage of crop affected by

drought

e Stock ponds drying up and showing
poor water quality.

e Reduced pasture forage; supplemental
feed needed.
o Livestock & Forage Data Table

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Crop Moisture Index
Value for the August 9 - 15, 2026
hort Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND i
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)
DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX.

Below -3 1to1.9
-29to 2 2to 2.9
-1.9to 1 [ Above 3
-0.9to.9

National Weather Service

Aberdeen, SD


https://agindrought.unl.edu/Home.aspx
https://agindrought.unl.edu/Home.aspx
https://agindrought.unl.edu/Table.aspx?2

Seven-Day Precipitation Forecast

e Forecast precipitation for August
20-27 is generally between 0.10in
and 0.50in across the region.

e Localized amounts above 0.50in
across central/south central SD.
Locally higher amounts in any heavier
thunderstorms.

e Minimal amounts of precipitation
forecast for the D3 drought area
across north central and northwest
SD.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for August 20,
2026-August 27, 2026
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Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 08/20/26

courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Precipitation outlook
for September is
“equal chances” for
above or below
normal.

Temperature outlook
for September is
“equal chances” for
above or below
normal.

“Equal Chances”
means there is no

clear climate signal to .

favor one outcome
over another.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Monthly Temperature Outlook Y

Monthly Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: September 2026

Valid: September 2026
Issued: August 20, 2026

e
Probability

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

gjg Drought Outlook
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e Drought conditions forecast to persist
across central SD, as well as portions of
west central MN.

e This is valid through November 30,
2026.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and

@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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v, ,.3 The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Drought Outlook

Valid: Aug 20 - Nov 30 2026

Drought Is Predicted To...

Improve End Develop No Drought
Last Updated: 07/31/26

Persist
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

