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March 12, 2026

Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook 2:50 AM CDT
Early March 2026 Update

: _ .
Key Messages Spring Flood Risk (greater than 50% chance)

e Spring flood risk is near to below normal.

e Lack of significant snowpack and below : ! 4
normal precipitation. Deep frost in soils D
over northern portions of the region.
e Less than 50% chance of reaching flood i 2
stage in the next 90 days (most 3 & :
locations). : L
e Deep frost could trigger rapid runoff if .
heavy rain occurs before thaw. A
& 5 |@| or greater chance of exceeding river
@ What Has Changed B o
b Moderate El
e Increased chance (52-56%) for minor i & Z Minor mo
flooding on James River at Columbia 13 <=No Fiooding oo
and Stratford. Dtinele e
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March 12, 2026

Spring Flood Outlook 2:50 AM CDT

Key Ingredients Antecedent Impact to Spring

CRucibonS Feeling Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:
Winter Precipitation | Below Normal Lesser Risk
River Levels Below Normal Lesser Risk Lesser RiSk

Soil Moisture NormalAboYEnermal Nmma"’“‘;;"ie Normal| o Below normal winter precipitation and lack of

significant snowpack across the region.

Frost Depth Normal Normal Risk e Lesser risk for spring flooding, overall.
Although minor flooding possible (52-56%
Snow Conditions / : chance) on James River.
Below Normal Lesser Risk

Water Equivalent

e Deep frost and moist soils (nhorthern SD) could

Spring Weather TBD TBD trigger rapid runoff if heavy rain occurs before
Outlook thaw.

EEIENIEIRY Lesser Risk | Normal Risk - To Be Determined National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD
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March 12, 2026
2:50 AM CDT

Departure from Normal Temperature (F)

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
12/11/2025 - 3/10/2026 12/11/2025 - 3/10/2026

9 12 15

-15 -12 -9 -6 -3 0 3 6
ACIS Web Services

Generated 3/11/2026 using provisional data.

) 25 50 70 90
Generated 3/11/2026 using provisional data.

e Overall, widespread drier than average conditions. Also warmer than average.
e Reduced risk of spring flooding. Medium risk for minor flooding on James River.

ACIS Web Services

Source: High Plains Reqgional Climate Center

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://www.srcc.tamu.edu/water_portal/
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/index.jsp
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://wrcc.dri.edu/my/
https://www.srcc.tamu.edu/

March 12, 2026
2:50 AM CDT

e Small area of near to above
normal precipitation past 30
days.

e Includes parts of the James
River Basin in South Dakota.

e Small increases in minor
flooding potential in the next 90
days.

Source: High Plains Regional Climate Center

National Oceanic and

w Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)
2/9/2026 - 3/10/2026

Generated 3/11/2026 using provisional data.
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps

March 12, 2026

River Levels

Map shows current streamflows

2:50 AM CDT

e Many rivers still affected by ice in g, 0 o
northern areas. ;
Lake Oahe
0
e Above normal streamflows &
parts of Little Minnesota River,
including Peever. 3 ) Gl
o) TH E ::::—c:’ri::(i):hsft:rg ::ahis 100*" percentile
day (maxdmum)
e Small chances (less than 25%) o Much above normal 90" percentile
. . - Above normal 76 — 00" percentile
for minor flooding at Peever, SD. o 22 < pis o
¢ ;N:h;:t@ [%52_1 il “Q @ Below normal 10" — 24" percentile
|1i;§1ivér Py J 0“ ;b':‘" glal;time low for this o g L
‘ (@) e Not flowing
o b
& Lake Not ranked

Source: USGS National Water Dashboard

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Measurement flag

Recent measurement unavailable

National Weather Service

Aberdeen, SD


https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/
http://water.noaa.gov
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/state/Minnesota/#dataTypes=00060
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/monitoring-location/USGS-04024000/statistical-graphs/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/

ATy
NEATH

= = March 12, 2026
& Soil Moisture and Frost Depth G

‘

) Map shows soil moisture ranking (percentile)

e Wetter than normal soils due to Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile
persistent frost and recent snowmelt _ MAR \]JOV 2026 -
(northern SD). S AN,

| . ‘ﬁ\ . %

e Frost depths (not pictured) generally 0.5 IR Eg ‘“f;}j\ L

to 2 feet over northern SD. ; L d.-«,, i’ ﬁ? g
] ] ] ] . ‘ ‘ ﬁ'-"'-’w

e Frost in soils could trigger rapid Ea C‘G ‘Q@ ,‘
runoff if heavy rain occurs before 0 = t
taw e i 4

e Heavy spring rain could increase N Y " T
flood risk over northern SD due to T = B
wetter soils. LR

25N - : % N
(— |

30 70 80 94 95 99

Source: NOAA Climate Prediction Center
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https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/lmi_frostdepthmap
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/LMI_SoilTemperatureDepthMaps
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_conus&product=rsoim0-10
https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_conus&product=rsoim0-10
https://nasagrace.unl.edu/
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/snowsurvey/soil.html
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/US/Soilmst/Soilmst.shtml#

e Lack of snowpack across the
region.

e Snow depth compared to
average is below normal.

e Lowers the risk for Spring
flooding.

/

March 12, 2026

2:50 AM CDT
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Source: National Operational Hydrologic Remote Sensing Center
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https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?ql=station&zoom=&loc=53.58+N%2C+125.41+W&var=snow_depth_shallow&snap=1&o9=1&o12=1&o13=1&lbl=m&mode=pan&extents=us&min_x=-127&min_y=20.716666666663&max_x=-62.000000000003&max_y=57.283333333329&coord_x=-94.5000000000015&coord_y=38.999999999996&zbox_n=&zbox_s=&zbox_e=&zbox_w=&metric=0&bgvar=dem&shdvar=shading&width=800&height=450&nw=800&nh=450&h_o=0&font=0&js=1&uc=0
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/normals/
https://www.weather.gov/images/ncrfc/data/swe/SWErank_ncrfc.png
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-water-interactive-map
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/data-and-reports/snow-and-climate-monitoring-predefined-reports-and-maps
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html

r& Latest Drought Conditions March 12, 2026

4>  Map shows current drought conditions

\ONg4,

‘

U.S. Drought Monitor March 3, 2026

e Moderate drought (D1) across south Aberdeen, SD WFO (s Tursas, o, 202

central SD, including the White River.

e Abnormally dry (DO) across portions of
central and northeast SD.

Intensity:

[ ] None

[ | boAbnormally Dry
[ | b1 Moderate Drought
[ ] b2 severe Drougnt
B o: extreme Drougnt
I o: exceptional Drought

e Minimal changes to the Drought
Monitor throughout the winter.

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go fo

http s://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

e Lack of significant moisture in Author:
drought areas reduce the threat of s
Spring flooding. S J R -1

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Source: U.S. Drought Monitor

@ xftionaLOC_;e:rgc :_an_dt ; National Weather Service
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

March 12, 2026

2:50 AM CDT

Probability of exceeding Moderate and Minor flood stage
Spring Flood Risk (greater than 25% chance)

e Low risk (25-34%) for SIS T\ "n ;

flooding on the James River at

Columbia and Ashton. . O [
e These lower chance outcomes "
mainly driven by any heavy rain s -
IV DAGTTA = 125% v| or greater chance of exceeding river

events that may occur over the : - = R -J

next 90 days (low predictability). n_— .
3 > Moderate B
1> Minor []
11 <= No Flooding 18
0 Unavailable BO

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration
V U.S. Department of Commerce Aberd een 5y SD




March 12, 2026
2:50 AM CDT

e Opportunities for moisture across L 8
the northern tier through March 18th.

e Generally between 0.50in to 1.00in
liquid equivalent precipitation
forecast.

e This may slightly increase risk for
spring flooding, especially if
precipitation is heavier than
expected.

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

Valid 00Z Thu Mar 12 2026

Thru 00Z Thu Mar 19 2026

::ssued: 2104‘;6PV(\:led Mar 11 2026
orecaster:

DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC \ ‘,/"“‘2 . : Q

Find a detailed forecast for any location at weather.qov/forecastpoints

@ xtationthOc_:eanc gan_dt ; National Weather Service
mospheric ministration
U.S. Department of Commerce Aberdeen, SD



https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/day1-7.shtml
http://weather.gov/forecastpoints

March 12, 2026

2:50 AM CDT

These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead
% | Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: March 21 - April 3, 2026

Week 3-4 Temperature Outlook &

Valid: March 21 - April 3, 2026

Issued: March 6, 2026

2}
& A ‘\-j-'

Weeks 3-4 Outlook (Mar 21 - Apr 3)

e Leaning (33-50% chance) above e
normal for temperatures. 1

aaaaa

e Equal chances of above, below, or

normal precipitation. No strong signals. rapu
Seasonal Outlook &7 W = E R W TS g %
e Equal chances of above, below, or | = =

Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
February 19, 2026

Seasonal Temperature Outlook

Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026

normal temperatures. No strong
signals.

e Equal chances of above, below, or
normal precipitation. No strong signals.

e No clear signals in the 3-month
outlook period how Spring flooding
may be impacted.

Probability
eeeeeeeeeeeee

Probability
eeeee

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaa

40-50%

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce




Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook

March 12, 2026

Summary

Key Messages
e Spring flood risk is near to below normal.

e Lack of significant snowpack and below normal
precipitation. Deep frost in soils over northern
portions of the region.

e Less than 50% chance of reaching flood stage
in the next 90 days (most locations).

e Deep frost could trigger rapid runoff if heavy
rain occurs before thaw.

e Increased chance (52-56%) for minor
flooding on James River at Columbia and
Stratford.

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

2:50 AM CDT

Additional Resources

NWS Aberdeen Website

Missouri Basin River Forecast Flood Safety Information

Forecast Points (Hourly Details)

Center USGS National Water Dashboard

North Central River Forecast  pjyer Observations and Forecasts
Center for SD and MN
NWS Aberdeen on Facebook NWS Aberdeen on Twitter

National Weather Service
Aberdeen, SD


https://www.weather.gov/abr
https://www.weather.gov/mbrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/mbrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.facebook.com/NWSAberdeen
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://twitter.com/NWSaberdeen/

