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 May continued the dry streak across the Arkansas River Basin in Colorado.  

 Much of the snow melted out this month, except in the highest elevations of 

 the Upper Arkansas Basin above Granite. Peak runoff is generally occurring now, 

 or will in the next few days. Streamflow from runoff during April-May was 

 generally below normal across the basin. That trend is likely to continue. 

 

 By the end of May, what's left of the snowpack was generally left to the highest  

 elevations of the headwaters of the Arkansas River. Much of the snowpack south  

 of the Arkansas River has melted. 

 

 Seasonal runoff (April-September) is forecast to be 83 percent-of-average for  

 the Arkansas River at Salida and 73 percent-of-average below Pueblo Reservoir. 

 Runoff from Grape Creek, and the Cucharas and Huerfano Rivers is forecast to  

 be 18, 25, and 43 percent-of-average, respectively. Chalk Creek is forecast  

 to provide 77 percent-of-average runoff.  Runoff from the Purgatoire River is  

 forecast to be 33 percent-of-average.  

 

 Water-year-to-date precipitation (October-May) in the mountain headwaters  

 of Colorado is below normal. Reports range from 48 percent-of-average at  

 Apishapa to 103 percent-of-average at Fremont Pass. What's left of the snowpack  

 above Salida, as measured by (NRCS) SNOTEL sites, is below average. the snowpack  

 at Fremont Pass is 84 percent-of-median. Snowpack in the Cucharas, Huerfano, and  

 Purgatoire River basins has generally melted. 

 

 Reservoir storage in the Arkansas River system is 111 percent-of-average above  

 Pueblo Reservoir and 71 percent-of-average below the reservoir.  The upper  

 reservoirs are at 124 percent of last year's total.  The lower reservoirs are  

 at 69 percent of last year's total. 

 

 The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) issues three-month temperature and  

 precipitation outlooks for the nation. The outlooks for June through August call  

 for increased chances of above normal temperatures in Colorado. CPC's precipitation  

 outlook calls for equal chances of below, near, or above normal precipitation in  

 the high plains of Eastern Colorado, and below normal precipitation in the  

 mountains during the same time period. 
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