- Drought Information Statement for The

Texas and Oklahoma Panhandles

Valid April 21, 2026
Issued By: WFO Amarillo

= Contact Information: sr-ama.webmaster@noaa.gov
e e - e This product will be updated on or before May 30th 2026.
e : e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.

e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/AMA/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
e Please visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/[link] for regional drought status updates.

Temperatures continued to stay above average for the time of year
with little to no beneficial rainfall. Some areas saw rain that slowed

degradations but not enough to reverse drought impacts.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor

4pe=>,% Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for [The Southern Plains]

U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought intensity and Extent

D4 (Exceptional Drought)s\elals
o DPEX(FCLINENMLI19): Cimarron County

into Texas County. A good portion of Beaver
County. A swath from Amarillo along the
Highway 60 corridor into Canadian, TX.

o D2 (Severe Drought): The entire Texas and
Oklahoma Panhandles that are not in D3.

o D1 (Moderate Drought):None

o DO: (Abnormally Dry): None

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought ~ Severe Drought ~ Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) D2 Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 04/21/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

Recent Change in Drought Intensity
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re.»> Link to the latest 4-week change map for [The Southern Plains]

e Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.
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(@)

Drought Worsened: Parts of the Oklahoma
Panhandle and the central Texas
Panhandle saw 1 to 2 category
degradations in drought.

No Change: The northwestern third of the
Texas Panhandle. And the far
southeastern Texas Panhandle

Drought Improved: None

@ National Oceanic and
v Atmospheric Administration
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U.S. Drought Monitor 4-Week Change Map

Drought Degradation
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Drought Improvement

+1 +2 +3 +4 +5
Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 04/21/26
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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Precipitation

One rain event brought
very isolated areas up
to near normal for the
month of April.
However, 90 to 120
day deficits remain,
leaving continued
drought conditions.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches)

Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 04/27/26
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30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System;

Last Updated: 04/27/26
image courtesy of Drought.gov

National Weather Service
Amarillo, Texas



Temperature

° OV er th e la st 3 O days, 30-Day Temperature Anomaly 7-Day Temperature Anomaly
temperatures continue
to average 6 to 10
degrees above normal
across the combined
Panhandles.

Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F) Departure from Normal Max Temperature (°F)
-8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0 -8 -6 -4 -3 -1 0
0 1 3 4 0 1 3 4 6
Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 04/23/26 Source(s): NOAA's National Centers for Environmental Information; image DataValid: 04/23/26
courtesy of Drought.gov courtesy of Drought.gov
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Amarillo, Texas



A¢

Q\EA”I
& Summary of Impacts
Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

> Links: See/submit
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Hydrologic Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time

Agricultural Impacts
e Estimates for winter wheat lost due to drought upwards of 80 percent
e Supplemental livestock feeding is taking place

Fire Hazard Impacts
Lack up green-up is leaving grasses and brush very volatile at the end of April going into May

Other Impacts
e There are no known impacts at this time

Mitigation Actions
Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information
Avoid activities involving sparks and flames on elevated and critical fire weather days

([ J
Clear brush from homes and property to mitigate threats of wildfires

National Weather Service
[AREA]
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Streamflow is near
normal for gauges in
the central combined
Panhandles; while
eastern Panhandle
gauges are below
normal.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default

Agricultural Impacts

Crop Moisture Index
Value for the April 19 - 25, 2026
Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile

e Crop moisture remains Abnormally
Dry (-1.0 to -1.9), to Excessively Dry
(-2.0 to -2.9).

e Abnormally dry soils continue to
impact agriculture.

Crop Moisture

DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)

ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND o
END OF THE GROWING SEASON. Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS

LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW

SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING 29to2  2to02.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.T IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)

DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. _1 9 to 1 . Above 3
-0.9to.9

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
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Elevated to critical fire

weather conditions
remain a concern,
especially during high
wind days.

e Slow green-up leaves
fuels in a volatile state.

e All counties except
Beaver remain in a burn
ban in the combined
Panhandles.

Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here.

Latest OK Burn Ban map
available here.

@I National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
May 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
B fbove [ State Boundary

PREDICTIVE]
SERVICES

Wi ildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

aaaaa

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
April 2026

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

PREDICTIVE!
SERVICES

R B fbove [ Stete Boundary
RS | Below £ Geogray indary
s Normal Predictive Services Area Boundary

Boise, Idaho
Issued: April 1, 2026
xt

Next Issue: May 1, 2026

National Weather Service
Amarillo, Texas


https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://okforestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=b60723d1490d4d84a95cf2776d88998a&extent=-11344098.9167%2C3925
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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‘& Long-Range Outlooks
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s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

The combined Oklahoma
and Texas Panhandles
have an equal chance to
see May have above,
below, or near normal
precipitation per CPC
monthly outlook.

The combined Panhandles
are favoring above normal
temperatures for the
month of May. (40-50%
chance for temperatures to
average above normal for
the entire month of May)

Monthly Temperature Outlook & ® | Monthly Precipitation Outlook &

Valid: May 2026 Valid: May 2026
Issued: April 16, 2026

National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
Amarillo, Texas
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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e Drought conditions
expected to persist
across the combined
Oklahoma and Texas
Panhandles from late
spring into early
summer.

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

National Oceanic and

@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘& Drought Outlook

1-Month Drought Outlook for April 1, 2026-April 30, 2026

DroughtIsPredicted To...

Persist Improve End Develop

Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov

No Drought
Last Updated: 03/31/26

2N ,3‘5\ The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal (3-Month) Drought Outlook for April 16,
2026-July 31, 2026

Drought IsPredicted To...

Persist Improve End Develop No Drought
Source(s): Climate Prediction Center; image courtesy of Drought.gov Last Updated: 04/16/26

National Weather Service
Amarillo, Texas


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

