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1.  NWS suggests consumers look for NWR receivers that are compliant with the Consumer Electronics Association Public Alert Standard for Weather Radio Receivers (CEA-2009-A).  Those receivers have important features such as SAME and battery backup and should meet the minimum standard Public Alert radios.  Manufacturers that market at least one compliant receiver are shown with a Public Alert logo on the NWR Receiver Consumer Information page.  NWS does not make any recommendations against any manufacturer or receiver unless a model has been recalled by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission.  There is not a recall of any model currently being marketed.

If NWR listeners are concerned about receiving the Routine Weekly Test (RWT), they should consult their owner’s manual to see how their receiver handles the test and whether it allows them to turn the audio alarm for the RWT back on (the First Alert WX-167 is one model that does).  NWS employees should not either recommend or dissuade people from purchasing specific brands or models.  If a certain model does not have the feature a consumer wants, suggest they look for another model that does.  Answer questions with factual information.

2.  Some newer model NWR receivers, including but not limited to the Midland WR-100 and First Alert WX-167, will not sound an audio alarm when the RWT is sent.  Customer feedback led at least one manufacturer to make this change to their receivers.  The Midland WR-100 and First Alert WX-167 receivers were among those sent to schools as part of the DOC/DHS/ED weather radio initiative.

In those cases where the audio alarm is blocked an LED should light up and a visual message appear acknowledging the RWT on the receiver display screen. This is consistent with the CEA‑2009-A Public Alert standard which states that the audio RWT alarm may be disabled (blocked) by the manufacturer at the factory. 

The following is the language from page 10 of the updated Midland WR-100 Owner’s Manual, which is available on the Midland Radio website.   

During a test, the yellow advisory LED will light up and the “Weekly Test” or
“Monthly Test” message will be visible on the display. The radio will not sound an
audible alert tone to avoid giving the impression of an actual alarm. The visual
response to the test is confirmation that your radio is working properly. Please
note: If your advisory light is on and continues to stay on, the radio will
reset this function within 6 hours.

The change to block the audio alarm for the RWT on the Midland WR-100 was made in late 2005. Older model WR-100's (generally those units manufactured before the WR-100 received the Public Alert certification) give an audio alarm for the RWT.

Resources:  

NWR Webpage:   http://www.weather.gov/nwr/
Consumer Electronics Association Public Alert Initiative: http://www.ce.org/publicalert
NWS NWR Receiver Consumer Information: http://www.weather.gov/nwr/nwrrcvr.htm
Weather Radio receiver recalls:  http://www.cpsc.gov/, click on “Recalls and Product Safety News”, then “Product Type”, and “Radios (Weather)”.

Midland Radio Owners Manual: (http://midlandradio.com/owners_manuals.asp)
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