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r 2 Spring Flood & Water Resources Outlook

e *aﬁ\ Early February 2026 Update

Key Messages
e Spring flood risk is higher than normal across
much of Michigan

e Near to Above-Average snowpack and average
amounts of frozen ground could lead to
significant runoff

e Likely thicker river ice than usual right now,
could lead to ice jams if spring happens fast

e Precipitation and rate of snowmelt through
spring while the ground is still frozen will be
one of the most important flood risk factors

@ What Has Changed

e This is the first of three total spring flood outlooks

Next Scheduled Update
e February 26, 2026
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Key Ingredients Antecedent Impact to Spring
Conditions Floodin - - -
> Overall Risk of Spring Flooding:

Winter Weather

Colder and Snowier

River Levels

Normal Normal Risk

River Ice
Conditions

Above Normal

Soil Moisture

Below Normal Lesser Risk

Frost Depth

Near/Above Normal

Snow Conditions /
Water Equivalent

Near/Above Normal

Spring Weather
Outlook

A generally colder and snowier than normal winter is
increasing the chances of spring flooding across
Michigan. In addition, extensive river ice is increasing
the chances of breakup ice jams. The Lower
Peninsula still has some drier soils left from fall
drought, which lowers risks. As always, the single
most important factor for spring flooding are the

Normal Normal Risk Spring Weather conditions, with heavy spring rains
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required to cause significant flooding.
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Wetter than normal, Colder than normal winter
especially U.P. and across the state
northern Lower
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’& River Levels
S Map shows 7-Day Average Streamflows
/-Day Average River Levels
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e Water levels are near to slightly
below normal in most areas as
snowmelt has not yet begun

e This means there is still a good
amount of room in the rivers for

future runoft

e

Explanation - Percentile classes |
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e \Widespread ice coverage on rivers
across most of the state

e River ice is likely thicker than it has
been in several years

e If spring warm-up/rain happens
suddenly, any ice jams that form could
be worse than typical due to strong ice

Satellite Image: Feb 12, 2026

Image courtesy: NOAA/NESDIS/STAR
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Soil Moisture and Frost Depth

WEATH Y
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et Map shows soil moisture changes from normal
] . ] _ Crop-CASMA Subsoil (1 Meter) Soil "/ @ USDA G
e Much of the Lower Peninsula still has drier soils than Moisture Anomaly o= 0=
normal, as we slowly recover from drought last fall
o Exception in the eastern U.P. where wet .
conditions last fall continue to keep soils a bit
wetter than normal .
e Ground is generally frozen 2 to 6 inches deep, which 0 | '
is near normal i an .
o Thicker frost in the U.P, likely in the 6 to 10 SRV | Lt
iInch range IJI |
o Thicker frost in Southeast Lower Peninsula -
e Overall, the drier soils in the Lower Peninsula should e
work to lessen flood risks _70/-5()”/_30/ -
TN
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 70%
Source(s): NASA, USDA, George Mason University
Data Valid: 02/07/26 D rought.gov
National Weather Service

Gaylord, Ml
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e Much more snow water than normal across
the U.P. and northern Lower

North Central River Forecast Center

Ranked Simulated Show Water Equivalent
Valid for 02/09/2026 12 GMT

o Increases Spring Flood Risk

e Typical amounts of snow water in western
Lower

e Normal to slightly below normal snow water
over interior and SE Lower

o Lowers Spring Flood Risk

30% - 40%
20% - 30%
810% - 20%
Less than 10%

XA
Note: This map compares current NCRFC Modeled SWE with the historical record of modeled SWE
for each basin. An area ranked as 'Less than 10 percent' is at the lower end of the record
and one ranked near 100 percent is at the higher end. A 50 percent ranking indicates
current SWE is in the middle of our historical record. Created on 02/10/2026 at 01:03:31 AM CST
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These are general outlooks that depict broad trends for the weeks and months ahead
Weeks 3-4 OUthOk / | Week 3-4 Temperature Outlook @

e Temperature: Equal chances for
above/near/below normal

Week 3-4 Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: February 21 - March 6, 2026
Issued: February 6, 2026
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e Precip: Slight lean toward wetter
than normal conditions
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e Likely no melting in U.P.

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @

Valid: Feb-Mar-Apr 2026
Issued: January 15, 2026

Seasonal Outlook Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: Feb-Mar-Apr 2026
Issued: January 15, 2026

e Temperature: Equal chances for
above/near/below normal

b
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e Precip: Wetter than normal spring

e Possibly an increased potential for
heavy spring rains (L.P.) or
additional snowpack growth (U.P.)
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/

& m
-}
T
v

‘Y

. )
Key Messages
e Spring flood risk is higher than normal

WHEN
FLOODED
TURN AROUND

e Near to Above-Average snowpack and average amounts of frozen ground
could lead to significant runoff

e Likely thicker river ice than usual right now, could lead to ice jams if spring
happens fast

e Precipitation and rate of snowmelt through spring while the ground is still
frozen will be one of the most important flood risk factors

Additional Resources

NWS Grand Rapids Forecast Points (Hourly
Next Scheduled Update NWS Detroit/White Lake Details)
e February 26, 2026 NWS Gavlord Flood Safety Information
NWS Marquette USGS National Water
Dashboard

NWS Northern Indiana

North Central River Forecast
Center
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Michigan Drought Dashboard



http://www.weather.gov/grr
http://www.weather.gov/dtx
http://www.weather.gov/apx
http://www.weather.gov/mqt
http://www.weather.gov/iwx
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default&view=%7B%22basemap%22%3A%22StamenTonerLite%22%2C%22bounds%22%3A%22-104.7216796875%2C40.019201307686785%2C-86.2646484375%2C47.15984001304432%22%2C%22insetMap%22%3Afalse%2C%22panel%22%3A%7B%22checkbox%22%3A%220%2C19%2C20%2C21%2C22%22%2C%22range%22%3A%220%3A1.0%2C1%3A1.0%2C2%3A1.0%2C3%3A1.0%2C4%3A1.0%2C5%3A1.0%2C6%3A1.0%2C7%3A0.8%2C8%3A0.3%2C9%3A0.5%2C10%3A0.5%2C11%3A0.5%2C12%3A0.5%2C13%3A0.5%2C14%3A0.5%2C15%3A0.5%2C16%3A1.0%2C17%3A1.0%2C18%3A1.0%2C19%3A1.0%22%2C%22select%22%3A%220%3A0%2C1%3A0%2C2%3A0%2C3%3A0%2C4%3A0%2C5%3A0%2C6%3A0%2C7%3A0%2C8%3A0%2C9%3A0%2C10%3A0%2C11%3A0%2C12%3A1%2C13%3A0%2C14%3A0%2C15%3A0%2C16%3A0%2C17%3A0%2C18%3A0%22%7D%7D
https://www.weather.gov/dtx/drought

