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Ear] Davis
Register City Editor

A miracle happened in Qel-
weln, in Maynard, and in the
mind of mothers and fathers
and even in the hearts of little
children who lived through
thl_s miracle of the most devas-
tating disaster to strike north-
east lowa in many, many years
—a twin twister.

_The devastation lasted three
minutes Wednesday afternoon
when the sun went under
black, twisting clouds — and
two killer tornado funnels
touched the darkened land fo
create hell on earth — the
miracle took hours to material-
ize. It took hours {or Register-
land residerits to wake up to
the fact that God spared so many
and took the lives of so few dur-
ing that unforgettable three min-
utes.

Thirteen hours TIater the sun
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came out again to shine on a city

and small town people .couldn’t
recoghize. Land marks are gone;
buildings ar¢ either gone or twist-
cd, but the fortunate still stand.
Eighteen persons died; a tiny tot,
and a grandmother, as well, be.
fore the sun returned. Mrs. Grace
Damon died in utter pain and
despair pleading for God’s mercy
as voluntesr workers tried help-
lessly t6 remove a  man-made
creation  from above hér body
while her blood.drained away the
life from her body; we couldnt
hzlp her.

In Maynard, Aaron Schlegel,
postmaster, walked out of his bat-
tered home on the west side of
town, crossed the street to help
others and found  the bodies of
both Glénda Kelly and Mrs, Louis
Ponsar: _’fTh_gy were both alive
then,” Schlegel. said,, “but they
were hurt so. badly.” At the same
time one klack away West Central
Schoal Principal John *“Jack”

Kappmeyer and two neighber
women were covering up the very
hiackened shape of Henry Warnke.
“We had looked for him,” Kapp-
meyer said, “because I had seen
parts of his home going flying by
before 1 had the good sense to
head for my basement; something
I've never done before during a
storm,” he added. “A woman walk-
It Was A Miracle
ed right by Henry; he logked s0
much like all the blackened rub-
ble that we all just simply missed
him,” Kappmeyer added.

The residenis of Oelwein stood
in disbelief a2long South Frederick
at exactly 3 p.m. Wednesday even-
ing as they olbiserved what they
helieved . could never happen to
their town. The crving and screem-
ing started and most persons be-
gan to move, '

Two telephone lines remained
open in the immedate downtown
area, and this, too, was a part of
the Ochvein-Maynard miracle—

one line was open at the Register
office, to call out, and not in; the
other line fed the juice to nng 2
bell on a phone at Crosse Printery,
buried under tong of rubble and
each of the many firemen were
individually praying for help with
telepilone lines, it was ironic.

As the phone that couldn’t b_e
answered at Cross’ rang, a voedl
line rang down the stairs and
out the windows of an apartment
above Ben Franklin on South
Frederick — Mrs, Grace Damon
was caught by a huge cement-
covered chimney and virtically
smashed through a two-foot thick
floor. Still in somewhat of a state
of shock, men had to be shoutf:d
at to get them to go up the stairs
to help the pioned woman, but
once they began they worked like
horses to release the trapped wo-
man — and a grandmother could
be heard praying in the hack-
Zrouid. ‘

Meanwhile, Mrs, Bonnie Barton

e_Ieared out the ribble indirectly
c'aused by the twister and led nine
litite children out of what was left
of a basement a basement
wrecked by an explosion of a fur-
hace located in the room she had
taken the children to for safety,

ot ohe of the children were hurt.

_Husbands found wives, hoy-
friends found girlfriends, and par-
epts_found children, and the be-
ginning of the miracle began to
strike both residents of OQelwein
and of Maynard; the twin twister
was then striking Charles City.

People realized thai the death
toll in their immediate area wasn't
too high, but the injured passed
oh the sireet in a daze and some
who spnapped to began to lead
t-heag_x loward possible medical at.
tention. (Realizing the significance

- of the shortage of city doctors, and

afte_r being informed that the
Naliona) Guard could not he called

- out without official word, and also

assuming  the Daily Register’s
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phone was the only one in opera-
tien, the governor was called at
his home for help: he didn't hesi-
tate; he gave this caller authoriza-
tion to inform Capt. Leslic Ohl to
call out the guard and also pro-
mised help from other cities as
quickly ag possible under the
conditions.

Things hegan to scttle down 45-
minutes after the (wisters hit;
muech of the direction of city em-
ployes and the outstanding job
they did in beginning te clear a
pathway to the hospital can be and
should be attributed to City Clerk
Tom Peterson. The man wag a
leader in a time when peaople
needed a leader.

Asked if he had been through
a similar incident, he said; “No,
but somebody has to do some-
thing,”

That ‘something’ prohably saved
many of the injured lives.
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8,000 Stories About

by Mike Mahoney
o Register Managing Editor
.. Oelwein is a city of gver 8,000 stories . . . over 8,000 in-
cidents . . . 8,000 accounts of the worst day in the history of
this city, 95-years-old. To tell them all would be impossible . . .

but to mention a few is a must.
We'd first like to relate that we certainly are in no posi-

tion to say these incidents are
the most unusual . . . they're
no different or shocking than
the average resident experi-
enced May 15 at 4:57 p.m.

“Of all the unusna! sites and
freak happenings, the topsy-turvy
appearance of lhe Frank Gales
residence on 2nd Ave, N, E, is
worthy of discussion, The Gates’
home was turned completely up-
side down . .. and the house was
a large two-story building.

While the weather flipped the
house, Frank and his wife, were
among the “lucky ones” to escape
serious injury and possible death
when the Earl Moore garage .was
flattened by the vielent winds. The
Gates couple and Jere Vyverberg
were locked together, attempting
to hold on.

Across the street in what used
to be St. Mary’s Episcopal church,
the Rev. Ronald Whitmer was serv-
ing communion in a Wednesday
evening service. The Rev, Whitmer
led his attending congregation to
the basement in hopes of escaping
the starm. The church was flatien-
ed, beyond recognition,

At the same time, Rev, Whil-
mer's wife (Marty) was in the sec-
ond floor of their home at the
norlh end of 3rd Ave. N. E. (Lhe
Lyon duplex). She and her two
gmall ehildren were pinned  be-
neath a wall while the remainder
of the second floor was whisked
into a nearby field. Only a quick
grasp at the last seeond saved the
baby.

John Cross, whe last his build-
ing on First Ave. N, E. (Cross
Printerie), was in his car on North
Frederick, trying to gel home he-
fore the storm hit. He mnoticed
debris f{lying up the sireet, and
when . his windshield expleded
from his car, he threw his body to
the {loor of the car and rode out
the storm.

And what about the woman who
found grass in her refrigerator
when she opened it?-. . . or the
men’s store on one side ol the
street who had women’s clothing
in its building . . . blown in {rom
across the street.

Schoel Buildings

Supt. Arthur Sensor denied a
a report that the Junior High and
Ceniral grade school buildings had
been condemned. Scnsor reported
both buildings were completely in-
sured for replaccment  value.
School officials are awailing ar-
rival of insurance adjustors to in-

vestigale exact damage.

“We won’t know for sure about
the buildings until they arrive,”
said Sensor. The school head said
the Ceniral building was heavily
damaged, but also reported that
the Junior High was worse.

School has been called off until
further notice. All buildings in
the school system sufiered heavy
wind damage. The general con-
tractor for the school gymnasium,
Younghlut Construction of Oran
has already began work to replace
the roof on the high school gym.
the school gymnasium Youngblut
Construction of Oran has already
began work Lo replace the roof on
the high school gym.

The school hoard is expeeted to
meet Monday (if possible) to work
but details for school and building
repair. _

Lt. Stan Kuch of the Towa Iigh-
way DPatrol, who dirceted the
poliee unils from the basement of
the telephone company, explained
the worst problem facing crews
was the iraffic delaying  dump
trucks enrvout to the city dunp,

City officinls and others were
expected lo meet and disenss
other possihilities Ahdut ro-roift-

ing teaffic. “Look what has been . :

accomplislied already and if we | °:

can get those trucks moving fast-
er and keep the t-affic off the
streets, we're going to get thoss
trees cleaned up sooner than we
could have dreamed ‘possible,”
said Kuch.

Kuch reported no looting of city
storeg and no major problems.
“The communicalions have been
excellent all “along.
telephcne company has been tre-
mendous, just like other utilities
in town.”

Dump trucks carrying debris
were being rerouled on ity
streets today Friday) to assist in
the problems. The trucks are
{raveling on South Frederick to
7th St., turning a block west and

going south on 1st Avenue to 10th

St., then oul io the dump. The
trucks were returning via High-
way 190 and 130

Officials estimate as many as 75
dump trucks are carrying debris
to the dump, Leaders were named
to clean-up crews this morning
(Friday} 1o make c¢fficient pro-
gress in the work.

Towa Iighway DPatrolmen arc
making arrangements to handle
those citizens who have lost thelr
Lieenses or have had licenses ex-
pira,

City taverns have heen closed
until Monday.

Mayor Samuel Mazziotti com-
mented Friday moon, “I would like
to express my personai thanks [or
everyone's outsianding cooperation
during this time. Please hear with
us and be patient.”

Mazziolli reported
gress in the city, Cily hall has
becn declared “lost” hecause of
heavy tdamage. Officials are con-
cidering selting up a temporary

good pro-

office in the Dbasement of the li- -

brary.

Rep. John €. Culver, Cadar Ra-
pids, will be in Oelwein Saturday
morning to look over the damage
and check Oelwein's future prob-
lemms with the Mayor and couneil.

“It has been most gratifying to
sce the city rebound so quickly,”
Mazziotti said. Plate glass win-
dows were being replaced in down-
town steres and several businesses
are open again,

Skirts Too Short
HGUSTON, Tex. ~— Fifty girls
at Jesse H. Jones High school
have been suspended hecause the
school said their skirts were tos
short,

REGISTERLAND

Weather and River Stages
REGISTERLAND WEATHER
Fair and slightly cooler Fri-
day night, lows upper 30s fo the
lower 40s. Partly cloudy, little
ftemperature change Saturday,
highs lower to middfe &0s, Pre-
cipitation chances 5 per cent on
Fridiay night, 10 per cent Sat-
urday, ,
RIVER STAGES
DAVENPORT i#—River Stages:
Lansing—8.3, rise .3
Dam No. 9—14.2, fall .3
McGregor—7.9, rise .3
Guitenbera—6.3, rise 1.2
Dubuque—8.7, rise S

Stock Market

NEW YORK m — The slock
market widened ils losses in ac-
tive trading this afternoon,

The Dow Jones industrial av-
erage at noon. was down 7.22 to
896.50, making a decisive break
helow the psychologically impor-
tant 000 level,
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May 15; Survey Totalﬁ Damage
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THE VALLEY 'MdB'lLE'HOME_S overall scene from about. ha|f -wa yqliehn_?e_en- 'La‘ke View Trailer Court and Vaillef.indicares just a bit

more of the more than $14-million estimated damage to the city of ‘0 elWein  during the 4:57 p.m. tornade which struck the city and took

faur lives, here and at Maynard.

RESIDENTS LIVING NEAR VALLEY MOBI

T 2
LE HOMES

on Cify Park Road were in shock

IR fl i

after leavin

g th
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at Lake View Trailer

AR I

eir trailers

Court and looking across the 200 foot span to see absolute havoc in that area. The above photo shot by Roger Draheim, Oelwein Daily
Register employe illustrates the overall scene he and his family found wher they became brave enough to venture out of their trailer hame

and leok arcund.

Ehemy Says BombiﬁgMust Be Sfopped

PARIS (B—A spokesman for the
North Vietnamese delegation to
the Paris peace talks said Friday
“here is no compromise possible”
on his govermment's demand that
the United States slop all bomb-
ing and atlacks on its territory
without any conditions.

The spokesman said Ambassa-
dor Xuan Thuy will go into Satur-
day's third mecting wilh a new
demand that all attacks be stop-
ped. .

“We will ask it again and again
until it ecomes to pass,” Nguyen
Van Sao Lold newsmen.

U.S. Ambassador W. Averell
Harriman has said North Vietnam
must show some “restraint” in its
miiltary actions to justily elimina-
tion of all bombing. He cailled for
restoration of the buffer zone be-
tween North and South Vietnam
and for a scaling down of infiltra-
tion.

A U8, spokesman said a deeis-
ion Lo halt the bombing would be
made only at the highest level—
by Presideni Johnson—and on the
basis of Lhe total situation at ihe
Lirne,

Asked what North Vietnam

Sa0 said: “The United States must
slop the hombing. Therc is né
compromise possible on this s
sue.”

Earlier a spokesman had said
the United States would go into
Saturday's session with hope that
it will “move us ecloser” to end-
inig the war in Southeast Asis.

Saturday Service
In Oelwein For

Mrs. Grace Damon

Funeral services will he held
Saturday, May 18, 3:30 p.m. for
Mrs. Grace Evelyn Damon, 35, 2
vietim of the tornado that hit
Oclwein Late Wednesday. Scrv-
iees will be held at-the Brani Fun-
éral Chapel with the Rev. Lynn
Arnold officiating.

. Mrs. Damon was a lifelime res-
ident of the community.

Survivors include her hushand
Donald; ihree sons: Ronald, Rob-
erl, and Gary Lee, all of Oelwein;
a daughter, Mrs. Jo Ann Steward,
Tripoli; two brothers; Wilhur
Morrison, Oclwein; Donald Morri:

" son, Lancaster, Calif; and her
mother, Mrs. Minnie Morrison,
Oclwein,

would do to get a hombing halt,
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Accountant
Team To Help
City Revamp

DES MOINES—Iowa Socicty of
Certificd Public Accountanis will
supply a team of its members to
lmlp Charles City and Oelwein
businesses get back on their feet,
Jerry 3. Perpich, Des Moincs, So-
ciely president said Thursday.

Perpich said he has already
made arrangements for the CPA’s
to er:k with the Small Business
{k{]mmlstration, which will estab-
hs[} offices in the two lornado
siricken areas within a few days.

The CPA’s will work without
compensalion,

“When a disaster like this oc-
curs, records often heecome losl,
merchandise  must be  aceatnted
[q1"and accounting syslems hecome
disorganized,” Perpich said.

“Towa CPA’s can do little to al-
leviale the tragic personal losses
suffered by these two devastated
comniunities, but we can do much
toward helping their cconomies
gel ek into operation.”
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Jaycee-Ettes Order

Park Equipment

STRAWBERRY POINT (Special)
—Don Miersen, Strawherry Point
fire chief, was guest speaker
Tuesday evening, May 14, al the
regular meeting of the Straw-
berry Point Jaycee Elles, He lald
of the [lunetion of the Fire De-
partment. The chapler has or-
dered a 4-way Rainwow Climber
for playground cquipment Lo be
installed in Inger pavk.

The June meeting will he a

dinner meeling at Al Mar when
there will be cleetion of officers.

Luneh was served hy the host-
.css, Mvs. Larry Sheffert,

Extra Copies
Of Thurs. & Fridays
Register
Available
At Our Business
Office.

iracle...In The Middle Of Violence

Federal Aid
May Be Available

Tederal assistance fo city and
state governments will he avail-
able if and whén damage to stale
and local public facililies exceeds
$2 million in the state of lowa in
a 12-month period.

Ths means $2 million in publie
facilities, not private businesses
or homes . . . this would be high-
-ways, roads, water, sewer, city
-building, etc,

If, in the governor’s opinion,
this figure has been reached, he
will request of the president =z
declaration of Iowa as a major
disaster area. If the president
makes such a declaration, the Of-
fice of Emergency Planning ecan
make many different kinds of
assistance available, for example,
the city ean be reimbursed up te
80 per cent of the cosis, included
to repair of public school faclli-
iies, ete.

The Qffice of Education ean
provide assistance for repair of
public schobl facilities, ete.

In addition, the Small Business
Adminisiration may declare a dis-
aster in a given area independ-
ently of the president’s action and
if this is done husiness and hame
owners may qualify for 3 per cent
interest loans {o be repaid over 30
vears for uninsured damage.

The Farmers Home Administra-
tion may also independently de-
clare this area a disaster and
make loans available to farmers
al Tow inlerest and long term.

We have contacled the appro-
priate agencies and asked for
assistance. All have responded
and are sending pecople to the
disaster area.

Johnson Makes
Commodity Foods
Available, City

DES MOINES — State Superin-
fendent Paul ¥. Johnston today re-
minded that government commod-
ity foods are available for feed-
ing disaster vietims,

“These governmen: commodi-
ties gre distributed through the
School Lunch section,” Dr. John-
son said, “These foods may he di-
verted 1o emergency use when
natural disasters strike.”

“Disastey victims have first
priority for USDA foods,” he con-
tinued, “and we make cvery ef-
fort to have them immediately
availahle.”

USDA food needed during an
emergency situation is released to
the American Red Cross or other
public and private disaster relief
agencies,

E.E. Cowan, chief, School
Lunch, and Ellis Fischer, commeod-
ity supervisor, were in Charles
City and Oclwein early Thursday
morning to make these commodi-

* {ies available wherever necded.

900 More Protestors

WASHINGTON About 900
more profestors rode into the su-
burbs of the nation's capital to-
day to join the IPoor People’s
Campaign that was still unready
for them. The demonsiraiors,
mainiy from New England and
the northeast, left Baltimore on
the final leg while campaign
leaders, in confusion, were still
debating whether to delay them
there for one or two maore nights.

Drowns In Pool

DES MOINES—A 6-vear-old boy
reported missing Thursday night
was found drowned, apparently
acecidentally, in an Urbandale at-
torney’s swimming pool Friday
morning. Mrs. Robert Maggerlin
of Des Moines reported her son,
Robert Jr., missing about 9:27 p.
m. Thursday,

End Giant Sweep

PHU BAI, Vietnam—The allies
ended their month-long sweep
through the A Shau Valley today
and North Vietnamése were be-
lieved moving back to the area,
their biggest supply and staging
base in South Vietnam, U.8. of-
ficers said the drive. through the
valley had killed 726 enemy
troops.

Maore Paris Unrest
PARIS & —Mushrooming un-
rest among France’s students
and workers spilled over today
into the national radio-television
network., Producers and directors

of the network struck and radio-

television newsmen said they
would no longer accept govern-
ment orders on how the news
should be presented.

1,073 Deaths ‘
RANGOON— The death tol}
from ecyclones that lashed Burma’'s

‘southwest ceoast on May 10 has

risen to 1,073 according to reporis
reaching here today.

Upper lowa
Lets Students
Out To Help

FAYETTE—Classes and activi-
ties at Upper Jowa College were
dismissed Thursday to allow stu-
dents and faculty members to
assist in relief work in the near-
by tornadd-stricken communities
of Oelwein and Maynard.

More than 300 students answer-
ed the call for workers and spent
the day helping officials clear de-
bris, cuf trees, and perform other
tasks in the two disaster areas.
Many students responded to the

plea for help shortly after the tor-

nadoes struck Wednesday, and
worked throughout the nigt}t.

Faculty members, too, donned
overalls and work clothes and
assisted In the clean-up procesh

Two spring activities schedul-
ed for Thursday were postponed:
the annual Presideni’s Ju-co-te
(juice-colfee-tea) will be held on
Tuesday, May 21, while the sche-
duled sidewalk art show and sale
will be held “on the first sunny
day,” according te Phil Manning,
heag of the Art Department.

The facuity picnie, scheduled
for Friday at Klock’s Istand Park,
has been postponed until the fol-
lowing Friday, May 24.

The Professional Food Service
Management Co., which operales
the cafcteria at Upper Iowa, pre-
pared sack lunches for students
working in the clean up, and also
furnished food for the Red Cross
centers.

Dr. Rugene E. Garbee, pres-
jdent, stated today that bath slu-
dents and faculty will continue to
offer assistance as long as such
aid is needed; however, it was ex-
pected that classes would be re-
sumed Friday morning.

Several Residents Are
Confined To Hospitals

Merey Hospital authorities Iate
this morning issued the following
condition report on tornade vie-
tims: Mrs. Kathryn Beaman, Em-
ily Carvlson, Mrs. Dorothy Flauch-
er, James Fred Ingels (not Mrs.
James or Fred as previously Te-
ported). Mrs. Hazel Jones, Mr.
and Mrs N, J. Michael, Ben Proc-
tor, Julic Trotter, Mrs. Marjorie
Trotter all as good and Mrs, Vi-
ola Zacharias fair.

Ars. Leslie Ohl, who had heen
reported hospitalized, was treated
and. released as were Connie and
Jason Franeis. Fred Schepple, Dn-
hugque, was dismissed. Mrs, Hattie
Zander was not a tornado patient
but had already heen hospitalized
at the time of the disasier. Her
name was included in the hospital
report Thursday.

The Kelly children were re-
poried good at the Summner hospi-
tal and Julius Wegner, Fayetic,
was dismigsed.

People’s  Hospital, Indepen-
dence, released lhe following con-
dition reports for Mrs, Florence
Paulsen, Oma Nefzger, Oelwein,
good: Lueille Taylor and Henry
Warneke, hoth of Maynard, Mrs,

John  Phillips, Russell Phillips,
and LaVern Warthan, Oeclwein,
fair,

Mrs, W. L. {Nina} 1licks was re-
poried in good condition at St
Francis hospital and Mrs., Wini-
fred Joyce, good at Schoitz Me-
merial hospital, both in Waterloo,

Allen Memorial hospilal, Water.
Inp, said the condition of Mrs.
Gordon  (Geraldine)

Kelly  was:

still sertous and those of Mrs,
Lloyd Major and Dawn Major of
Oelwein, and Mrs. Anna Steege,
Maynard, fair. Dale Streittmatter
of Oelwein was listed as salisfac-
tory and David Schiader, Marble
Rock, fair,

MYSTERY
NUMBER
TODAY
Is Good For
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Number In wpper left hand cornsr
of page one of ths Issue Is your
Mystery Nuinber. See ¥ you fina an
“MN number in an ad in this Issva
exactly the same as ths number on
page one.

Eligibility for a prize Is limitsd to
subscribers of the REGISTER prier
to the time contest was announced,
A subscriber who has the correct
Mystery Number cannot transfer
tha paper to another parten.

No Ragistsr employes or cartler o¢
their family may snter,

Bring your full paper to the
REGISTER office no later than
10 a.m. Monday.

If unclaimed, $3
is always added.

Wednesday's Mystery Number
was MN-4851 in Rohins Surplus
ad. Now check back, would you
have won?
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