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Local Men on Tacoma Bridge

15 Minutes Before It Falls

Thege pictures taken just be-
fore and just after the Wash~
ington toll bridge near Taco-
ma, Wash., toppled into Puget

Fifteen minutes before the
Washington toll bridge near
Tacoma, Wash, dropped into
FPuget Sound with a resuliant
loss of $6,400,000, two Brainerd
men—Emil V. Nelson and Hen-
ry Rifenrath, Jr.--were driving
on its shaky surface.

Nelson and Rifenrath, who were
on their way to Tacoma from Port
Orchard, Wash, last Thursday,
watched the mighty structure, third
largest suspension span in  the
world, toppled by a heavy wind fall
into the sound.

In a letter received from Nelson
today, the two men’s experience
which nearly cost their lives is re-
lated. The Bramnerd man also en-
rlosed pictures which he took of

Sound came from the camers
of & Brainerd man, Emil V.
Nelson, former president of the
Eagles lodge here. At the left

the bridge as it fell.

“As we reached the bridge, 2 man
who wasg working on it asked me if
Wwe ‘were gomg to drive over it)”
Nelson wrote. “We were the first
ones to approach from this side
and we eould see no reason not to.
But as we got out a ways it started
te sway worse than ever.

“We hurried back to safety
and 15 minutes later the bridge
was swaying ke a jumping
rope. It was all concrete and
steel but it looked like it was
made of rubber, The light posia
fell off like match sticks.

‘T got my kodak cut and snapped
15 shots of it. It was quite & zight
to ses”

Nelson, his® wife and c¢hild and

the bent concrete and steel 1s
shown as it swayed “like rub-
ber” The picture at the right
was laken just after the bridge
fell into the Sound.

Rifenrath left Brainerd Nov. 28 for
Port Orchard, Wash.,, where the
Nelson family plans to live. They
arrived there Nov. € and the f.i-
lowing day the two men madec a
irip to Tacoma during which they
witnessed one of the most unusual
sights anyone has ever seen.

The Washington toll bridge was
one and one-eighth mile .ong,
arched 195 feet above the ~awew
and had piers 247 feet beneath tua
surface. The center span was Z,300
feet long.

Mr. Nelson was president of the
Erainerd Ragles lodge and Mr.
Rifenrath was vwvice president be-
fore they resigned to leave for the
coast. Nelson had been employed in
the Brainerd Foundry.

9 POISONED BY FOOD

FITTSBURGH (UP) -~ Nine men
died today and the death toll may
mount even higher as the Tresult of

food poisening belisved. to -haye;

been caused by tainted pancalies
served at the Salvation Army's
mwen s social service center here,

Tne men were stricken in a few
hours aft~r they had eaten a break-
fast of pancakes, bacon and coffee
at the center. It was feared reoach
powder may have been introduced
inte the pancake batter accidental-
ly. Remnants of the breakfast were
confizecated for analysis,

Two of the victims died at the
center bhefore they could be remov-
ed to hospitais, Seven additional
victims succumbed at St. Francis
hospital, wherg most of the strick-
&n were taken,

Tn addition to those who died, ap-
profumately 35 others were report-
ed suffering symptoms of food
poisoning, Several of these were de-
srribed a9 in serious eondition,

Those affected were stricken al-
most simultaneously a few hours
alter they arose from the breakfast
table, When police arrived, men
were found <writhing in pain
throughout the two-story brick
sirneture, sitnated m the Lawrence-
ville section of tha eity.

Among the first to arrive were
geveral Catholic priests, who hur-
ried from one viectim to the other
administring the last rites of the
church,

Adjutant Roy Barber, m charge
of the centér, said that Arthur Wil-
son, 38, the ccok, {old him the bat-
ter for pancakes had been mized
yesterday, and that the barrel of
flour was emptied yesterday and
refilied today,

Seek Former Cook

Barber said the refilling of the
barTel today was the first since the
drsmissal of a former chef for “un-
gatisfactory Bervice™ three weeks
agn. The former cook, Barber said
had used roach powder to spread
aronnd the rooms, He was belleved
to have gone to Philadelphis,

Police sought the former cook for
questioning.

The casualty list might have been
.graater, dnly for the fact that the
dining room seats only about 40
persons. There were about 70 men
at the center today, but the “see-
ond table” never was served,

Deputy Coroner Bernard Grattan
found the building in eonfusion
when he arrived.

"There were about 30 men lying
tn the dormitory on their beds.
I'hey seemed to he in great pain
Bome walked around grasping their
lhroats; others, therr stomachs

me 0f the men who were in bed

Legislator Dies

SENATOR EKEY FITTMAN

Benator Key Pittman, 68 year old
chairman of the U. 8. Senate com-
mittee on foreigm relations and
president pro tempore of the Sen-
ate, died yesterday in 38 Washing-
ton hospital. The wveteran Nevada
legislator will be buried Thursday
after impressive funeral services.

A heart attack caused Pittman's
death after a brief illness. ©Only
Tuesday he had been re-clected to
his sixth term in the U. S. Sena‘he
He wasg first named In 1012,

CALICO TO THE REDSEKIN

WASHINGTTON (UF) — Each
member of the si¥ nations of Iro-
quois indians in western New York
state today will recelve hig annual
severa) vards of-calico 1n return for
his promise of “peace and friend-
ship” under a {reaty negohiated 146
Years ago,

3 Arrested

as Thefts
Are Solved

Three robberies committed here
in the past eight days were ¢leared
up by the confessions of three lo-
cal residents, sccording to to Police
Chief Thomas Templetgn.

Stanley Marsh, Route 5, con-
fessed to the robbery of $62.50 from
the Whole Peiroleum station, 623
‘Washmgton, a week ago Saturday,
Templeton =aid, Marsh was picked
up for investigation by the Duluth
police department on the sugges-
tion of the Brainerd police. Previ-
ously, the Wholesales Petroleum
company had reported approxi-
mately $100 stolen but Marsh
claimed he took only $062.50. Most
of the money was gone when he
was arrested by police in Duluth.
Sheriff Roy Wickland went to Du-
Iuth and brought Marsh back with
hun, The confessed robber is now
in the county here here,

Two minors, 13 and 14 years old,
confessed to the Missouri state
highway patrol the robbery of §4.27
from the Bedore Oil station and the
theft of & delivery truck belonging
to Gustafson and Nelson’s store in
Northeast last Friday night. The
boys, both of Brainerd, were picked
up in Bethamy, Mo., and are being
held there until Sheriff Wickland
goea io the southern town and
brings them back with him.

The theft of the delivery truck
was not reported to the Ioeal po-
Iice until news of the hoys' capture
had been received, Chief Ttmpleton
Baid.

£

MIDDLE EAST
STRUGGLE IS
NEW FORECAST

hNNN UpP)y — A “nerce and
protracted” struggle for supremacy
in the middie east was foreseen by
authoritive zources today upon con-
clusion of a four-weeks, 30,000-mile
tour of the Mediterranean basin
by wal secretary Anthony Eden,

Great Britain, 1t was emphasized
must reinforce end equip middle
eastern outposts with the utmost
vigor before the British can “strike
for victory” in the eastern Mediter-
ranean areg.

PBritish eircles, indicating that no
early aggressive action by the Brit-

|8k could be expected in that war

theater, said that it was a stroke
of extremg good fortune that Egypt
angd other nearby strongholds were
net attacked after the collapse of
France,

At that time, it was sald, they
were sirongholds “in pame only”
because the forces there, like those
in Britain itself, lacked viial air
and land equipment to meet the
challenge of & numericaliy supeiior
enaIny,

Since the fail of France weaken-
ed Britain throughout the Mediter-
ranean area there has been a
steady flow of weapong and men
from Britain and from all parts
of the empire until now the mill-
tary picture has been greatiy alter-
ed in favor of the British, it was
stated.

Governor May Be
New Nev. Senator

RENO, Nev. {UP) -~ ¥t was re-
worted today that Gov. B P. Carville
ar cnti-new dealer, wonld sueceed

" - *--¢ Key Pittman in the senate

L

~overnpor appoints Pittman’s
Carville eould resign
understanding that his
sceessor, lieutenant gOVernor
Murice ~..avan, would appoint
him, Under Nevads Iaw, the ap-
pointment would be good until the
neXt general election, whizh 1 in
November 1942, -
Pittman's body, In a simple
bronze coilin will he transferred ro-
day from an undertaker’s parlor to
the rotunda of the state building
where it will be in state until the
funeral there oz Thursdey.
B P R g L
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Burma Traffic
Fiows Smoothly

EUNMING, YUNNAN  PRO-
VINCE, CHINA (UP — Traflic ov
er the ~Burma road 1Is flowing
smoothly and hundreds of trucks
are carrying Amelrican war mater-
ial's to the armies of Generalissiao
Chian Kai-shek,

Despite repeated Japanese bomb
atlacks, almed principally at bnd-
ges and refueling stations, o steady
stream ‘of trucks moves along the
road in both directions,

The Japanese raiders bave con-
cenirated their raids on the sus-
bension bridges over the Salween
and Mekong rivers,

Railroad Points
Struck By RAF

LONDON (UR—The air ministry
said today that the royal air force
delivered a smashing attack last
night on the railroad junctions of
Danzig—the Baltic seaport where
Germany's Foreifn Minisfer Josa-
chim Von Ribbentrop is scheduled
to meet the train of Soviet Premier
V. M. Molotov tomorrow.

The attack was concentrated, the
air ministry said, on Danzig's rail.
way facilities-—-presumably those to
be used by the train bearing Molo-
tov from Soviet Russia.

According to reports of Molotov's
plang, Ribbentrop was schednled to
meet the Russian premier at Dan-
zig and escort him by airplane to
Berlin for his conferences with
Adolf Hitler.

Two Narrowly

A Bramerd couple narrowly es-
caped an icy plunge -~ and prob-
able death — in the WMwssissippl
river Sunday afternoon when the
car in which they were riding tore
off four posts of the bridge on the
Merrxifield road just north of the
city limiis and stopped with one
wheel off the side of the structure.
A matter of inches saved their
lives,

In the wvehicle were James Quin-
lan and Miss Marjorie Halsted, ‘the
intter a daughter of Rep. and Mrs.

il out of bed vomiting.”

Charles Halsted of Brainerd and an

Miss Plunge Into River Here

wnstructor in the Hawley City
schools The car was owned by Rep
Halsted.

Driving north at a low rate of
speed, the car slipped on the glazed
ice and snow surface and caromed
into the left side of the bridge. The
left front +wheel tore off several
posis, causing the car to swing to
the side, The right front wheel
eaught on an upright and stopped
fhe motion of the car which fin-
ally faced southwest when it eafne
to a stop. The left front wheel was
periiously close, resting agammst an

uprights

Quinlan and Miss Halsted left
the car and had a wrecker pull it
back onto the Troad,

A plank of the bridge tore
ttrough the hood of the car and
1+ gould have caused instant death
to the two oscupants had its diree-
tion been changed shightly,

The Missisgippi bridge was the
gcene of another accident yesterday
when a car driven by Clarence Ose-

land and & second vehicle collided
due to the icy condition, Neither

A driving snowstorm curtailed a
portion of the program but Brain-
erd joined today in observance of
the 22nd anniversary of the sign-~
ing of the armistice which closed
the last war in which the United
States played a part.

Business houses closed their doors
from 10-30 a. m. to 1 p. m. and a
firing sguad furnished by the V.
FW. fived a salute to the war
dead during the morning hours.

Weather and road conditions
made the appearance of Chfford
Bemis of St. Cloud Teachers’ coi-
lege at Franklin and Washington
schools imposgsiole, and Captain E.
B. Miller of the PErainerd tank
corps substituted for him. Other Le-
glonnaires speke on Armistice day
themes in grade schools of the city.

Schools closed this afternoon as
students were permitted a half
holiday. PBanks, postoffice, other
government offices and the eourt
house were clogsed during the en-
tire day.

With muech of the mormng bro-
gram in charge of the American
Legion, the V.F.W. took charge of
late afternoon and evening observ-
ances. A dinnmer iz to be held in
the Iron E=xchange hall and, pro-
vided weather conditions permit, a
parade will be held later. Scheduled
to march in new uniforms for the
first time are the Brainerd ladies'
drum and bugle corps and the Oak
Lawn-Nokay Lake drum and bugle
ecorps.

British Shoot 16
Planes of Enemy

LONDON T — DBritish fighter
plahes marked Armistice Day by
shooting down 26 enemy air raid-
ers including 13 Italian craft which
were “utterly routed”™ — according
to the air ministry — durning al-
most constant aerial attacks that
continued tonight on a heavy scale.

Right of the Itallan planea were

shot down in a baiftle over the
Thames Estuary, where the Fascist
craft attacked shipping, and at
least five Italian fliers were taizen
prisoner,
“=& “sthfle sdusdron- of British
Husiicanes “utterly routed” the
Itatiana, the air ministry said in
reference to the shooting down
over Engiand on Armistice day of
planes of Italy, World War ally of
Britaln, fer the first time,

Creati=g Unity
Called FD's Job

WASHINGTON {UP)—House Re-
publican Leader Joseph W. Mar-
tin said today the job of creating
national nmty rests with President
Roosevelt and will depend upon
what he presenis to eongress.

The funct.en of the Republicans,
Martin said, will be “to support
the president when he iz right and
oppose hirn when we believe his
proposals are detrimental fo the
country, We must still be a vigilant
£roup.”

“There is only one man in the
country that can qa:ing national
unity and that 18 the president,”
Martin said. “We are 100 per cent
behind him as far as national de-
fense is concerned.”

Armistice Day
Observed Today

} Whitehate-t L e

WASHINGTON B — Preaident
Rooseveit declared today that the
men who suffered and dicd wn 3917
and 1918 were not sacrificca 1n vain
and stated his faith that demoe-
racy, the “new order of the ages"
will survive the present era of
modern feudalism and diciators.

The president spoke at the Ar-
lington national cemetery amphi-
theater after a solemn ceremony
in which he placed a wreath on the
tomb of the unknown soldier.

He called for ehmination of ag-
gressive armaments; breaking down
of barriers in a more closely-knit-
ted world; restorafion of the honor
of the written and spoken word and
improvement of the processes of
democracy.

Mr. Roosevelt spoke amidst a
new war ragimg 22 years after the
first world war terminated in the
1918 armistice. But he sa:d that a
century from now historians will
brand as “puny and false” efforts to
convinece the world that the blood
sacrifices of the first world war
were "wholly in vain.”

“I, for one, do not believe that
the ers of democracy in human af-
fairs can or will be snuffed out in
our lifetime,” he said.

“I, for one, do not believe that
mere foree will be successful in
sterilizing the seeds which had
taken such firm root as a harbinger
of better lives for mankind.

“I, for one, do not believe that
the world will revert either to a
modern form of ancient slavery or
to controlz vested 1n modern feud-
alism or modern emperors or mod-
ern dictators or modern ocligarchs
in these days.

“The very people under their iron
heels will, themselves, rebel”” he
saud.

NO TIME FOR OBSERVANCE
IN LONDON AND FHANCE

LONDON UE)—While warplanes
roared over the London area atthe
moment when all Britain usuaby
observes a two-minute silence fotr
her world war dead, representa-
tives of the king and queen, of the
army, the navy, the royal air force,
of the prime minister and others,
rich and, poor, placed wreaths at
the foot of the higtori¢ cenotaph in

)

YVICHY, France (OR—Premier-
Méarshal Henri Philippe Petam ap-
pealed in an armisiice day message
for charity in behalf of priscners
of war, homeless refugees and job-
less persomns.

RUSSIA MAKES DEMAND

TONDON (UP) — Russia has de-
manded that Pinland trensfer to
Russia the valuable Petsamo Nicke-
Mining concession now owned by
British interests, gualified authori-
ties confirmed today.

Inttle British objectron is forseen
there in authoritive circles.

Some New York banks use black
biotting paper in order to prevent
criminals from eopying customers'
signatures from blotted impres.
S101S,

Lots of persons are driving an
old car because they don't owe for
a4 New onhe.

If you're not zatisfied with your
1ot, here's a tip: it's mum planting

SeasS0mn.

car wna‘-:everely damaged.

a

Asks Unity After Election

Peace Lover Dies

NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN
Finding his own peace after
his vain fight for such cendi-

tioms in the world, Nevile
Chamberlain died yesferday at
the age of 71 years. Weakened
by months of illmess, Chambet-
lain’s death was atiributed as
much to his mental congdifion
after war came to Europe as to
any other factor. As prime min-
ister of England, he had been
the champion of appeasement
but all his efforts toward avert-
ing bloodshed on the field of
battle were without awail

Earthquake
Ruins Axis
War Needs

BY UNITED PRESS

Adolf Hitler appeared today to
be preparing 2 sweeping new AxIs
campalgn aimed primarily toward
the southeast, whers iremendous
earth shocks devasiated an area
that had escaped the ravages of
war by surrender to the Nazms.

While Germany and EBEritain
fought onr in the air and Greece
claimed new euccesses against the
Fascist armies, Soviet Russia was
believed to hold the key to the Naz
fuehrer's immediate plans for rally
ing new attacks against the Brit-
ish Empire.

The visit of Soviet Premier Via-
cheslav Molotov to Berlin tomor-
row was behieved to Indicate that
the immediate concern of the Axis
powera was with Turkey and the
Ballkkang —a concern that was vast-
ly increased when earthquakes in
Rumania ﬁe.strgyed in & moment
,afgst WHAT r-tsou es for which Gex-

months and which British bombs
could not have wiped out in weels
of aserial attack.

The full extent of damage done
by the earthquakes may not be
known for weeks in view of the
censorship, but there were indica-
tions that there had been consider-
able destruction im the oil fields,
at ecommumcation centers and m
cutlying towns as well as Buchar-
est,

In any event, the ravages of war
whiech Rumama escaped by bow-
ing to German pressure were in-
flicted overnight by the shudder-
ing rock strata beneath the Car-
pathian  mouxntain  ranges  and
many hundreds were reported dead
or wounded in the debris of homes
and public buldings.

Huge British reinforcements in

men and material have gone to the
middle east since the collapse of
Franece {(when an Axis attack in
Egypt might have been quiekly
successful}, and the Mediterranean
outposts will be steadily strength-
ened in preparation for an event-
ful blow agamst the enemy, it was
said in London upon the comple-
tion of an mspection tour by War
Secretary Anthony Eden,
RBritish sources, however, empha-
sized ®hat it was a long and ‘tough’
job that they faced i the Medi-
terransan Zone.

John Avery Hurt
In Car Accident
Here On Sunday

A brain concussion was suffered
by John B Avery, 713 Pine sirect,
last night in an automocbile nushap
east of Brainerd on hughway 2al
He is in the St. Joscph’s hospital
here but, according to the physi-
cian, his condition 1s “sat.sfactory.”

Avery stopped on the highway at
7 o'clock last nmight to wips the
snow from his windshield when an-
other ecar came up from behind,
striking Avery's car and throwing
Avery to the ground. He was taken
to the hospiial here immediately.

Three cars were involved in the
accident, though the exact details
are not known, according to the
police report. Kenneth Skrivseth,

i
o

Minneapolis, and L. H. Mattson,

Wendell Wihllkie, defeated for the presidency, reads newspaper reports Ironton, were the drivers of the
after congratulating winner and asking unity of our people iog_ defense. | other two cars

v it aboved forys
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Roads Of Open

‘But Dnving
Hazardous

Snowstorm Goes Into Third
Day Unabated; Clothing
Store Owners Happy as
Business Booms

Driven by a chilly northern
breeze, a blizzard-like snow
continued to fall in this area to-
day as a five-inch blanket left
during the week end served as
notice that the winter season
had arrived.
Hazardous driving conditions
were left in the wake of the
season’s first snowfall and mo-
torists were urged today that
extreme caution and slow
speeds are necessary in order
to avoid accidents.

Main Roads Open
“All main roads are open and
snow plows are continuing work in
all directions from Brainerd,” high-
way departmeni officials announe-
ed, but they pomted out that icy
roads are dangerous and may
cause accidents if all drivers do
not proceed with care.
Snow began falling late Sa.turday‘
afternocn and continued through
most of the night. The heaviest
fall, however, came Sunday evefns
ing and Monday morning and
flakes continuned to come through-
out this morning and early in the
afternoon.
Clothing store merchants, again
suffering from a mild fall, hailed
the arrival of snow and cold wea-
ther as & boon to the sale of win-
ter apparel and prepared to move
galoshes, heavy coats and othet
eold-weather togs.

Many sidercads in this area were
blocked when wind drified this
morping's light fall into huge
heaps. Temperatures remained
fairly moderate, reaching a low ol
22 degrees yvesterday.

Priving Hazardous

The snow was general in the
northern half of the state but up
1 this morning had missed much
of Southern Minnesota, Rain fell
in the Twin Cities during the week
end and was turning toc gnow late
this morniog, according to reporta.
Driving conditions Sunday were
hazardous duoe to the fact that the

first fall Saturday had Leen '!pg,_qk%
24 down and then .o ﬂi—“‘
new fa.]l Tate that evem "l;:n

followmng morning, Many fminor ae-
cidenta were reported and care
were reported aighted in ditches
along the main bhighways.

The storm swept out of the
Focky Mountains today, bringing
freezing weather, snow and ice to
the Midwest,

The cold weather extended from
the Canadian border to the Gulf
Coast. The weather bureau said
that tonight mercury will probably
drop to 8 above in Eansas City
area.

The snow fzll wag mostly light,
but in some partz of western Kan-
sas and Nebraska the snow meas-
ured from 2 to 10 inches.
Commurnication lines were down
in many seclions snd emergency
repan crews were bu- r near Kear-
ney, Neb, stringimng new wires to
replace those which broke under
a heavy coatihg of ice.

Denver reported a 12 inch blan-
ket of snow over rmuch of Colorado
and Wyoming. It was the first
anow of the vear in Denver,

SNOW, SLEET STORM
BLOCEING TRAFFIC
A snow and sleet storm of almost
hlizzard-like proportions struck
Mimnesota and the Dakotas today,
distupting highway traffie and
telephone  communications and
grounding all airplanes.

Propetied by winds ranging ur
to 43 miles per hour, the storm
swept acress the morthwest fromr
the Rocky Mountans. Rain preced:
ed the snow.

The Minnegpolis weather bureat
said the snow was heaviest in esst
ern South Dakota and westerr
Minnesota. Nearly a foot of snow
was reported at Swux Falls, 3. D.
eight inches at Springfield, Minn,
and six inches at Wadena, Minn.
Minnesota state highway depart
ment officials warned motorists to
keep off the roads and said the
snow probably would block traflic
in some secctions.

Weather

Cloudy and colder with occasion.
al light snow tonight, possibly
heavy over northeast portion this
aftecrnoon and tonight, moderate
cold wave extreme east fonight:
Tuesday cloudy, occasional Hght
snow; slightiy colder extrems sast

poition. .
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