
 

 

Greetings observers! 

  

Welcome to the long overdue edition of the COOP Clipboard!  The last issue 
was sent just before the pandemic in February of 2020, so here we are 3 years 
later.  We are pretty much back to normal at the office and it is nice to be back 
into the old routine.  

We were so glad to get the annual visits and maintenance caught up this past 
summer.  It was great to see everyone that were able to get to.  If we missed 
you, we will see you soon. My apologies to those of you who we missed.  I 
will work harder to better schedule the next set of visits.   

The Groundhog saw his shadow last month.  Therefore we would experience 6 
more weeks of winter?  Thatôs wonderful!  I think if it was true science, many 
of us would be ecstatic to know that we only had 6 more weeks of winter!   
Especially with the early  arrival of the snow and cold temperatures last       
November!  At our location at the airport, we set some noteworthy snowfall 
records (several daily totals). We started out with a seasonal total of 51.3 inch-
es through December, the most snowfall on record for that period (exceeding 
the beginning of the 2008-2009 season with 45.8 inches through December).  
With the lack of January snowfall, we fell to off the pace a bit, but with a re-
turn of more active winter weather in late February and March so far, we are 
back on pace to break the all time seasonal snowfall record.  As of this       
publication (March 13th) we were ranked at the 3rd snowiest season with 
92.5 inches.  The all time snowiest season at our location was 1996-1997 when 
we totaled 101.6 inches.                

Again I have a huge favor to ask those who report rainfall in the summer but 
only snowfall in the winter.  Please consider taking an extra step to measure 
and report the liquid content of your snow.  We really need this data, especial-
ly this season for flood forecasts during the spring melt and runoff.  Many of 
you have also been sending us the snow water content measurements from 
your core samples.  Thank you so much!!   

If you report precipitation only on the days that it rains and or snows, we ask 
that on the days when there isn't any precipitation observed, simply report your 
zeros. They are just as important as reporting actual measurable amounts.   

Stay warm and we will see you soon!  

 

Rick 

 

Welcome Message 
By:  Rick Krolak, Observing Program Leader 
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John A. HeiserðGrassy Butte 2ENE ï30 Years  

 

Carolyn E. DallmanðEdgeley 3WNWð30 Years 

 

Mary HardingðMcHenry 3Wð25 Years 

 

Bruce WentzðNapoleonð25 Years 

 

Harold GreekðMohallð25 Years 

 

Watford City Courthouseð25 Years 

 

Larry DziukðUnderwoodð15 Years 

 

Jim ForsðBismarck 2.4 NNWð10 Years 
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2020-2022 Awardees 

 

Christopher E.  Simmons  Lansford  Thomas Jefferson Award 

 

Don Olson    Montpelier 50 Year Length of Service 

 

Don and Marie Olson  Montpelier 50 Year Family Heritage 

  

Arlene Bernhardt   Taylor  45 Year Length of Service   

          

KZZJ Radio    Rugby  40 Year Length of Service 

 

Dickinson Ranch HQ  Manning  40 Year Length of Service 

 

Spencer and Judith Legaard Fortuna  40 Year Length of Service  

 

John Heiser    Grassy Butte 35 Year Length of Service  

 

Randy Wagner    Max     35 Year Length of Service  

 

Mary Harding    McHenry  30 Year Length of  Service 

 

Bruce Wentz    Napoleon  30 Year Length of Service 

 

Vernon Erickson   Elgin  30 Year Length of Service 

 

Watford City Court House Watford City 30 Year Length of Service 
  



 

 

2020-2022 Awardees  

 

Paul Holle   New Salem  25 Year Length of Service 

 

Harold Greek  Mohall   25 Year Length of Service 

 

Larry Dziuk  Underwood  25 Year Length of Service 

 

Dennis Hafner  Sykeston   20 Year Length of Service 

 

Allen Zerr   Harvey   15 Year Length of Service 

 

Reyne Dukart  Dunn Center  15 Year Length of Service 

 

Cindy Schmidt  Hazelton   15 Year Length of Service 

 

Rick Richter   Carrington   15 Year Length of Service 

 

Bill Prellwitz  Willow City  15 Year Length of Service 

 

Linda Heinle  Hebron   10 Year Length of Service 

 

Gordon Grover  Bottineau   10 Year Length of Service 

 

Stu Merry   Garrison   10 Year Length of Service 

 

Dustin Volochenko Balfour   10 Year Length of Service 

 

Grasslands Research Streeter   10 Year Length of Service                   
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Mr. Christopher Simmons is one of five observers nationwide to receive the Thomas Jefferson Award for 
2022! NWS Bismarck Observing Program Leader Rick Krolak presented Mr. Christopher Simmons the 
Thomas Jefferson award last October during a virtual award ceremony.  We are looking forward to   pre-
senting the award in person soon. Congratulations Mr. Simmons on earning this very prestigious award!   
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Don and Marie Olson (left and center) of Montpelier show off their 50 year length of service and 50 
year Family Heritage Award with NWS Bismarck. Meteorologist in Charge Jeff Savadel (right).   
Photo by Rick Krolak WFO Bismarck Observing Program Leader. 
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Herbert Arnold (Center) of Ashley displays his well-deserved 45 year Length of Service Award with 
NWS Bismarck Observing Program Leader Rick Krolak (left) and Meteorologist In Charge Jeff 
Savadel (right). Photo taken by Emma, Herbertôs daughter. 
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Bruce Allen (left) and Lila Harstad (right) of Radio Station KZZJ Rugby, received their 40 Year 
Length of Service Award. Photo taken by Jim Assid, Hydrometeorological Technician, NWS           
Bismarck. 
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Gary Ottmar (Dickinson Ranch Headquarters) received the 40 year Length of Service Award.  
Photo by NWS Bismarck Observing Program Leader Rick Krolak. 
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Paul Holle (left), of rural New Salem, was recently presented with the John Campanius Holm 
Award as Cody, Paulôs helper, investigates.  The award was presented by OPL Rick Krolak. Photo 
taken by MIC Jeff Savadel.  

Spencer and Judy Legaard of Fortuna, ND with their  40 Year Length of Service Award. Photo by NWS Bismarck   
Hydrometeorological Technician Jim Assid. 
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John Heiser of Grassy Butte received his 35 Year Length of Service Award.  Photo by NWS 

Bismarck Observing Program Leader Rick Krolak. 
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Mary Harding of McHenry received her 30 Year Length of Service Award.  Photo by NWS  

Bismarck Hydrometeorological Technician Jim Assid. 
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Paul Holle of New Salem, ND was recently presented with his 25 Year Length of 

Service Award. Photo by Hydrometeorological Technician Jim Assid, NWS Bismarck.  



 

 

Vernon Erikson of Elgin was recently presented with his 30 Year Length of Service 
Award.  Photo taken by  NWS Bismarck Hydrometeorology Technician Jim Assid. 
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