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The first major winter storm to hit North Dakota in the 97/98 winter season waited until the last few days of February.  A Colorado
low pressure system brought a three day blizzard to western and north central North Dakota.  Five injuries were reported and all
were due to vehicular accidents in blowing snow and poor visibilities.  Icy power lines combined with wind gusts over 45 mph
dropped power poles in many counties.  Numerous power outages were reported from Dickinson to Williston to Minot to Bottineau,
especially in rural areas. One estimate had 3,500 rural electric customers without power at one time. Some areas near Newtown,
Sherwood, Mohall and Landsford were without power for 70 hours.  The strong winds caused 20 foot snow drifts in Beach which
stranded 200 truck drivers and numerous other travellers.  Interstates and highways were blocked due to snow and low visibilities.
An estimated 100 people had to be rescued by emergency response officials during the storm.  Blizzard warnings were in effect for
60 hours.  Most schools and businesses were closed during this storm.  The highest snowfall report was 29 inches in Westhope,
other reports included 23 inches in Minot, 18 inches in Williston, and 15 inches in Dickinson.  Lightning was reported with the snow
in Minot on Wednesday, February 25.  
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