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ɈϥtCanɅtHappen Here.ɉ

ɈϥNever Thought it Would Be ThisBad!ɉ

How many times have these words been uttered by people, before ɀand sadly after
ɀa major hurricane strike? Unfortunately, far too many times . Each statement is a
result of a common human behavioral trait ɀoptimism bias. There are many reasons
for optimism bias, but one thread weaves through all of them : hopefulness, instead
of readiness . Hopefulness can be based in statistical recency. Those who rely on Ɉit
canɅthappen hereɉwill base their reasons on near -misses or close calls over a period
of years, if not decades. Others who later thought Ɉitwould never be this badɉrelied
on previous experience with relatively weak hurricanes ɀor a confidence from
experiencing a major hurricane when in reality they were nowhere near the inner
eyewall .

The Rio Grande Valley/Deep South Texas region has 21st Century experience with
Hurricane strikes ɀDolly in 2008 and Hanna in 2020. Each caused around $1 billion
or more in property and crop damage, with fortunately no direct fatalities and few
direct injuries . Much of HannaɅswind -caused damage occurred in the proliferation of
substandard building construction from Willacy to Hidalgo County ; each hurricane
produced well over $100 million in flood -related inundation damage . Despite the
damage, each event ɀCategory 1 (74 to 95 mph) wind or less, including gusts, may
have given many an sense of invincibility . Nothing could be further from the truth .
The 1933 Labor Day Hurricane, and 1967ɅsHurricane Beulah, were much stronger ɀ
but struck a far less populous and built -up Rio Grande Valley.

But there is true hope .

This Guide, along with information at the NOAA Hurricane Preparedness Page,
provides critical information from which to build resilience to the wind and water
that comes with hurricanes . Resilience is built strengthening buildings and brains ɀ
the buildings to withstand the assault of wind and water ; the brains to understand
how to prepare and how to communicate preparedness to family, friends,
neighbors, and strangers . Use this guide to become #hurricanestrong .

I hope you have a safe hurricane season!

Sincerely,

Barry Goldsmith
Warning Coordination Meteorologist
National Weather Service
Brownsville/Rio Grande Valley, TX

A Letter to Residents

https://hurricanes.gov/prepare
https://hurricanestrong.org/
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