Drought Information Statement for

Vermont and northern New York

October 2, 2025

Issued By: NWS Burlington, VT
Contact Information: nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov

e Please see all currently available products at drought.gov/drought-information-statements.Please visit
www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Moderate to severe drought impacts worsen as drought categories
have expanded across Vermont and northern New York over the past
two weeks.

Department of Commerce // National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration


http://www.noaa.gov/
https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/
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U.S. Drought Monitor September 30, 2025
Northeast DEWS e b

Rutland, Windsor and Orange counties in
Vermont.

o D2 (Severe Drought): The rest of
Vermont and also Clinton and Essex
counties in New York.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Parts of St
Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex
counties in New York.

o DO (Abnormally Dry): Parts of St
Lawrence and Franklin counties in New
York.

Intensity:

|:| None

[ ] poAbnormally bry

[ | o1 Moderate Drought
D D2 Severe Drought
- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
httos://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx

Author:

Curtis Riganti
National Drought Mitigation Center
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USDM Drought Class Definitions

Description

Abnormally
Dry

Moderate
Drought

Severe
Drought

Extreme
Drought

Exceptional
Drought

Possible Impacts

Going into drought:

short-term dryness slowing planting, growth of
crops or pastures

Coming out of drought:

some lingering water deficits
pastures or crops not fully recovered

Some damage to crops, pastures

Streams, reservoirs, or wells low, some water
shortages developing or imminent

Voluntary water-use restrictions requested

Crop or pasture losses likely
Water shortages common
Water restrictions imposed

Major crop/pasture losses
Widespread water shortages or restrictions

Exceptional and widespread crop/pasture losses
Shortages of water in reservoirs, streams, and

wells creating water emergencies

12:00 PM
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e Two-Week Dro Ught Monitor Class U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Northeast DEWS
Change: TSRS

o Afew parts of our area had a
degradation to introduce D3 over
the past 2 weeks, though
conditions remained steady over
the last week despite recent
rainfall.

e Drought impacts can vary based on
type of sector (fire, agriculture, water
management, recreational, etc...) and
on local infiltration rates based on your
soil types. Drought severity levels

- 5 Class Degradation
- 4 Class Degradation
[:] 3 Class Degradation
|: 2 Class Degradation

define the general regional level of —
impact, but local impacts can be more — e
or less severe than the categories here September 30, 2025 T — b
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e Thesummer has
been extremely dry 30 Day Precipitation Departure 60 Day Precipitation Departure

and very warm.
Since the beginning
of Aug, drought
developed and
intensified in our
area.

Percent of Normal Precipitation
September 1-30, 2025

Percent of Normal Precipitation
August 2 - September 30, 2025

e Most of the area has
had less than 27 of
precipitation in the
last month.

e T[hese totals are on
the order of 50% of
normal or less.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
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Streamflows are
running much
below normal
throughout the
northeast.

Drought impacts
are occurring
across the
region, including
crop and tree
stress, dry wells,
an increase in
wildfire activity,
and water
restrictions.

National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration

US Department of Commesce
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USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid 10/01/25

Hednesday, October 01, 2025

76-90 >90 :
. High |NoData

Above  [Much above
normal normal |

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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Climate Prediction Center Soil
Moisture products show rapidly drying
topsoils resulting in deteriorating
pasture conditions and increased
watering needs for gardens and
young trees.

The drought has already produced
negative consequences for crop yields.
In some cases, estimated crop failures
have been reported in portions of
Addison and Orange Counties.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S Department of Commerce
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National Drought Mitigation Center, University of Nebraska

m Condition Monitorina Observer Reports (CMOR)
o

e Numerous drought reports from the
public in the past 2 weeks via CMOR
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e CMOR link at:
https://experience.arcqis.com/experie
nce/016ac3b48c5049909106a23e65
56311b
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CMOR and Other Data October 2, 2025
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e CMOR crop reports
largely rank poor to very
poor.

Crop Conditions Reports by How Dry or Wet

e Most reports show
moderately to severely

dry conditions.
B Fair

@ Scverely Dry

B Moderately Dry

e VT DEC Drought @ Very Poor
Reporter website has v 8 Foor
received numerous
reports of well water
shortages and other

drinking water-related
Issues.

@ Mildly Dry

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
v US. Department o Commerce Burlington, VT
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
October 2025

e \Wildfire agencies in New York and
Vermont have routinely issued high to
very high fire danger ratings recently
due to very dry fuels.

Significant Wildland Fire Potential
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o i Map produced by
[ ] Normal [ | Predictive Services Area Boundary Predictive Services,
National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho
Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur. Issued: October 1, 2025

sued:
ext Issue: November 3, 2025
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Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.
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7 Day WPC Precipitation Forecast River Forecast Center

Valid Thu 8:00AM through Thu 8:00AM EDT

e /-day rainfall through October 8th : 0.5-075"
suggests little if any drought relief.

Caribou

e An area of northern New York is
predicted to see between 1.0-1.75" of
rainfall

F_x

-1.5" — T
I .& 0.5-0.75" ]
" i o <
1.25 11258 \, Montpelie

i IWatertown . ( 25-0.5"

t Portland
'r‘ 0.25-0.5"

1-125"
i C ncord
= ‘; acuse i ;
Buffalo 5% *‘6- jr 0.75-1 "
.
’ - ; ¢ Boston
o= ? 05-0.75" '0-25-0.5"
Ji‘ Hartford Providence

e [orecast totals are lower for Vermont.

f
e

£
c
A=)
-
T
-
2
o
]
A
Q.

0.75-1"

.

0.5-0.75"
New
=0.25"
¥ ¥ NWSNERFC weather.gov/nerfc
@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
Atmospheric Administration .
US Department of Commerce Bu rI I ngton y VT




October 2, 2025
&Q 12:00 PM
s

ve.» The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Chances for

precipitation

in October has Monthly Temperature Outlook Monthly Precipitation Outlook @
Valid: October 2025 Valid: October 2025

leaned Issued: September 30, 2025 Issued: September 30, 2025
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Hydrologic Impacts
e Streamflows and groundwater levels are well below normal across the majority of our area for this date in October based on

USGS gages.

Agricultural Impacts
e Farmers are facing challenges with crops and livestock due to the lack of adequate rainfall, forcing them to implement water
conservation measures and even truck in water. Some reports of yield loss or near total crop failure have been reported.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Prolonged dry periods weaken or kill off vegetation, creating dry fuel that can ignite easily with a source.
e Stress on trees leading to early shedding of leaves and shutting down of annual grasses.

Other Impacts
e Reports of dry wells and drinking water problems/restrictions have increased across both Vermont and northern New York

over the past two weeks with more anticipated due to worsening conditions.

Mitigation Actions
e (alls to Action: Conserve water, practice fire prevention, and follow directions from local officials.

Outlook
e Likelihood for worsening conditions in portions of the area next week. Future precipitation and ground reports will drive
decisions.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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el For northern New York and all of Vermont

@ Next Drought Briefing

=> Thursday, October 16, 2025
= Method: Sent via email by 3 pm

A Disclaimer

=> Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive

=> Do Not Use After: Thursday, October 16, 2025

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S Department of Commesce

Contact and Next Drought Briefing Information °“°" 5, pm

12:00 PM

@ Contact Information

Web

-=> weather.gov/burlington

Phone
> (802) 862-2475

Email
= nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov

Facebook
-> facebook.com/NWSBurlington

Twitter
- x.com/nwsburlington

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT


http://weather.gov/burlington
http://facebook.com/NWSBurlington
http://x.com/nwsburlington

