- Drought Information Statement for

Vermont and northern New York

September 18, 2025

Issued By: NWS Burlington, VT
Contact Information: nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov

Please see all currently available products at https:/drought.gov/drought-information-statements.Please
visit https://www.drought.gov/drought-status-updates/ for regional drought status updates.

Moderate to severe drought impacts worsen as drought categories

have expanded across Vermont and northern New York over the past
two weeks.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor
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U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought intensity and Extent:

o D2 (Severe Drought): Portions of Essex County
in New York, and Bennington and Windham
Counties in Vermont; Most of Addison,
Chittenden, Washington, Orange, Lamoille,
Caledonia, Orleans and Essex Counties in
Vermont.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Portions of St
Lawrence, Franklin, Clinton and Essex Counties
in New York; Most of Grand Isle and Franklin,
Bennington and Windham Counties in

Vermont.
o DO: (Abnormally Dry): Portions of St Lawrence L Brmmght Moaltee R—
a n d Fra n kl | n CO u ntl eS | n N eW Yo rk, Abnormally Dry (DO) Modera(tDelI))rought Sever?D%;ought Extrerrl%?)rought DE;(;jggiC}Bai)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 09/16/25
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png

USDM Drought Class Definitions

Category Description Possible Impacts

Going into drought:
« short-term dryness slowing planting, growth of
Abnormally Crops or pastures
e USDM Drought class definitions B0 Dry Coming out of drought:
« some lingering water deficits
» pastures or crops not fully recovered
« Some damage to crops, pastures
Moderate + Streams, reservoirs, or wells low, some water
D1 DI’OUght shortages developing or imminent
« Voluntary water-use restrictions requested
Severe « Crop or pasture losses likely
D2 » Water shortages common
Drought « Water restrictions imposed
Extreme + Major crop/pasture losses
Drought + Widespread water shortages or restrictions
Exceptional » Exceptional and widespread crop/pasture losses
« Shortages of water in reservoirs, streams, and
Drought wells creating water emergencies

@ Eftiona:‘%ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce Burllngton, VT



& Recent Change in Drought Intensity
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e Two-Week Drought Monitor Class Change:

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Northeast
2 Week

o Drought Worsened: Much of
Vermont and parts of eastern
northern New York

o No Change: Portions of Vermont and
the St. Lawrence Valley of New York

e Droughtimpacts can vary based on type of
sector (fire, agriculture, water
management, recreational, etc...) and on
local infiltration rates based on your soil
types. Drought severity levels define the
general regional level of impact, but local
impacts can be more or less severe than Sonisniban

compared to

the categories here suggest. September 2, 2025 aroughtmonitoruntedu | IS memmren
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_northeast_chng_2W.png
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é 30-Day Precipitation

re.»> Ending September 18, 2025

o

30-Day Precipitation Accumulations (Inches) 30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

e The summer has been
extremely dry and very
warm. Since the
beginning of Aug,
drought developed and
intensified in our area.

e Most of the area has
had less than 2" of
precipitation in the last
month.

e These totals are on the
order of 50% of normal

or less. 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
100% 150% 200% 300%
Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 09/18/25 Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 09/18/25
image courtesy of Drought.gov image courtesy of Drought.gov
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e Streamflows are
running much below
normal throughout the
northeast.

e Droughtimpacts are
occurring across the
region, including crop
and tree stress, dry
wells, an increase in
wildfire activity, and
water restrictions.

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Hednesday, September 17, 2025

USGS

Hednesday, Septenber 17, 2025

USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid 09/17/25
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Climate Prediction Center Soil
Moisture products show rapidly
drying topsoils resulting in
deteriorating pasture conditions and
increased watering needs for gardens
and young trees.

The drought has already produced
negative consequences for crop
yields. In some cases, estimated crop
failures have been reported in
portions of Addison and Orange
Counties.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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CMOR Reports

m Condition Monitorina Observer Reports (CMOR)

o National Drought Mitigation Center, University of Nebraska
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e Numerous drought reports from the Richelen
public in the past week via CMOR
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CMOR crop reports
largely rank poor to
very poor.

Most reports show
moderately to severely
dry conditions.

VT DEC Drought
Reporter website has
received numerous
reports of well water
shortages and other
drinking water-related
issues.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

CMOR and Other Data

Crop Conditions

Good
B fair
(i} Very Poor
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Reports by How Dry or Wet

B Severely Dry
B Moderately Dry

2 Mildly Dry

National

Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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& Fire Hazard Impacts

s> Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

Wildfire agencies in New York and
Vermont have routinely issued high to
very high fire danger ratings recently
due to very dry fuels.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
September 2025
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Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I Avove Normal [ State Boundary
[ Below Normal [ ] Predictive Services Area Boundary
[ Normal 3 Geographic Area Boundary

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

Puerto Rico

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued September 1, 2025

Next issuance October 1, 2025

National Weather Service

Burlington, VT



https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
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é Seven Day Precipitation Forecast
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7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for September
18, 2025-September 25, 2025

e /-day rainfall through September 25 suggests
little if any drought relief.

e Northern New York are predicted to see between
0.25 and 0.5” of rainfall over the next week.

e [orecast totals are much less for Vermont.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 09/18/25
=3 £ o

@ Eftiona:??ei'gc ?"_dt . National Weather Service
mospheric ministration .
v U.S. Department of Commerce Burllngton, VT



\ONg,

o

#***

&

Near equal chances of
above/below normal
precipitation are
expected for the month
of October.

A higher than normal
chance of seeing warmer
than normal
temperatures is currently
forecast for October.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

‘& Monthly Outlooks

s> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Monthly Precipitation Outlook
Valid: October 2025

Issued: September 18, 2025
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Monthly Temperature Outlook /)
Valid: October 2025
Issued: September 18, 2!

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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é Summary of Impacts and Outlook

s> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

***

Hydrologic Impacts
e  Streamflows and groundwater levels are well below normal for this date in September based on most USGS gages.

Agricultural Impacts
e Farmers are facing challenges with crops and livestock due to the lack of adequate rainfall, forcing them to implement water

conservation measures and even truck in water. Some reports of yield loss or near total crop failure have been reported.

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Prolonged dry periods weaken or kill off vegetation, creating dry fuel that can ignite easily with a source.

e Stress on trees leading to early shedding of leaves and shutting down of annual grasses.

Other Impacts
e Reports of dry wells and drinking water problems/restrictions have increased across both Vermont and northern New York

over the past two weeks with more anticipated due to worsening conditions.

Mitigation Actions
e Calls to Action: Conserve water, practice fire prevention, and follow directions from local officials.

Outlook
e Likelihood for worsening conditions to possible D3 drought levels in portions of the area next week. Future precipitation and

ground reports will drive decisions.
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf

For northern New York and all of Vermont

@ Next Drought Briefing

= Thursday, October 2, 2025
- Method: Sent via email by 3 pm

A Disclaimer

-> Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive
=> Do Not Use After: Thursday, October 2, 2025

@ National Oceanic and
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& Contact and Next Drought Briefing Information

@ Contact Information

Web

=> weather.gov/burlington

Phone
> (802) 862-2475

Email
=> nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov

Facebook
-=> facebook.com/NWSBurlington

Twitter
= x.com/nwsburlington

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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