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2025 Drought and Red Flag Event Review

● Review of Drought Conditions

● Coordination of Headlines

● Products and Services, 

including Fire Weather Watch 

and Red Flag Warning

● Forecast Minimum Humidities 

and Maximum Wind Gusts 

During Red Flag Event

● Observed Conditions and 

Impacts
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Review of Drought 

Conditions Across 

the Region
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Drought Peaked in Mid October 2025

● Moderate to severe drought 

spread across the region by 

early September. 

● By mid October, severe to 

extreme drought prevailed 

across Vermont and much of 

northern New York.  
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Drought Peaked in Mid October 2025
Precipitation Departures

30 Day Precipitation Departure 60 Day Precipitation Departure
● 30 to 60 day 

precipitation 

departures were 25% 

to 50% of normal 

from mid August into 

mid October. 

● Rainfall amounts 

were 4 to 8 inches 

below normal with 

localized area near 

10 inches below 

normal.  
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Drought Peaked in Mid October 2025
Hydrological Conditions

● Streamflows across the 

region were generally below 

to much below normal. 

● Some of the drought impacts 

across the region included 

crop and tree stress, dry 

wells, water restrictions, and 

an increase in wildfire 

activity. 

USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid 10/14/25
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Products and 

Services, including 

Fire Weather Watch 

and Red Flag 

Warning
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Fire Weather Watch Issued on 18 October 2025
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Red Flag Warning for 19 October 2025 
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Products and Services

● Fire Weather Watch 

upgraded to Red Flag 

Warning for portions of 

northern NY and VT.

● Special Weather 

Statement issued for other 

areas, due to near critical 

fire weather conditions.
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Example of Special Weather Statement
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Special Weather Statement 

Old Format New Format
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Social Media Messaging

● Social media 

posts to help 

inform the 

public about 

possible fire 

weather 

impacts.

● Other agencies, 

like VEM, also 

amplified the 

message. 
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Coordination of 

Headlines
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Coordination Examples for Red Flag Day

● A lot of coordination between NY and VT fire weather partners as well as neighboring offices. 
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Other Fire Weather Coordination Examples
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Forecast Minimum 

Humidities and 

Maximum Wind Gusts 

During Red Flag 

Event
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Wind Gust and Minimum RH Forecast



National Weather Service

9:00 AM
March 6, 2026

Burlington, VT
National Weather Service

Precipitation Forecast



National Weather Service

9:00 AM
March 6, 2026

Burlington, VT
National Weather Service

Summary of Forecast Conditions

● Critically Low Humidities and Gusty Winds on Sunday:

○ Minimum relative humidities generally in the 28-38 percent range.

○ Gusty south to southeast winds develop by Sunday afternoon, with gusts in the 25-45 

mph range for most places.

○ Isolated power outages are possible and any downed power lines could produce new fire 

starts, given the very dry fine fuels. 

● Multiple Rain Chances Next Week:

○ Widespread wetting rain will fall Sunday night into Monday, with totals in the 0.75 to 1.5 

inch range for most places with localized higher amounts possible. 

○ Another round of rain Wednesday into Thursday, but it will be lighter and showery.
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Observed Conditions 

and Impacts
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Surface Analysis and Radar Imagery

L
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Surface Analysis and Satellite Imagery
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Min Humidity and 3 Hour Change 
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Observed Minimum Humidity 
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Observed Maximum Wind Gust 
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Observed Maximum Wind Gust 



National Weather Service

9:00 AM
March 6, 2026

Burlington, VT
National Weather Service

Observed Maximum  Temperatures
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Multiple Fires Reported Across the Area on 19 October 2025
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Any Questions?
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