


March 6, 2026

2025 Drought and Red Flag Event Review 5:00 AM

v
‘y

~
o
***‘5

e Review of Drought Conditions
e Coordination of Headlines

e Products and Services,
Including Fire Weather Watch
and Red Flag Warning

e Forecast Minimum Humidities
and Maximum Wind Gusts
During Red Flag Event

e Observed Conditions and
Impacts
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Review of Drought
Conditions Across
the Region
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U.S. Drought Monitor October 14, 2025
Northeast DEWS e s ameot

e Moderate to severe drought
spread across the region by
early September.

Intensity:

[ ] none

[ | poabnomally bry

[ | D1 Moderate Drougnt
[ | D2 severe Drougnt
B o extreme Drougnt
I o: Exceptional Drought

e By mid October, severe to
extreme drought prevailed
across Vermont and much of
northern New York.
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
mformation on the Drought Monitor, go fo
http s:droughtmonitor.un! edu/About aspx

Author:

Richard Tinker
CPC/NOAAMNWS/NCEP
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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Drought Peaked in Mid October 2025 e
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30 Day Precipitation Departure

30 to 60 day

March 6, 2026
9:00 AM

60 Day Precipitation Departure

Percent of Normal Precipitation
September 15 - October 14, 2025

precipitation
departures were 25%
to 50% of normal
from mid August into
mid October.

Rainfall amounts
were 4 to 8 inches
below normal with
localized area near

Percent of Normal Precipitation
August 16 - October 14, 2025

10 inches below
normal.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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r& Drought Peaked in Mid October 2025 March 6, 2020

et Hydrological Conditions

USGS 7 day average streamflow HUC map valid 10/14/25

e Streamflows across the
region were generally below
to much below normal.

e Some of the drought impacts
across the region included
crop and tree stress, dry
wells, water restrictions, and
an increase in wildfire
activity.

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
V Burlington, VT

epartment of Commerce
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Products and
Services, including
Fire Weather Watch

and Red Flag
Warning

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration Burlington VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y



Fire Weather Watch Issued on 18 October 2025

««.FIRE WEATHER WATCH IN EFFECT FROM SUNDAY AFTERNCON THROLWGH
SUNDAY EVENING FOR GUSTY WINDS AND LOW HUMIDITY FOR 5T LAWRENCE
AND CHAMPLAIN WALLEYS...

The MNational Weather Service in Burlington has issued a Fire
Weather Watch for gusty winds and low humidity, which is in
effect from Sunday afternocon through Sunday evening.

* AFFECTED AREA...In Hew York, 5t. Lawrence and Champlain Valley
of MNew York.

* Timing...The lowest humidities and strongest winds will occur
between 1 PM and & PM on Sunday.

* WINDS...Southeast 2@ to 3@ mph with gusts 38 to 48 mph.

* RELATIVE HUMIDITY...As low as 28 to 35 percent, but localized
higher wvalues near Lake Champlain.

* TEMPERATURES. . .Highs between 75 and 88 degrees.

* Impacts...If any fires were to start the weather and fuel
conditions could cause fires to quickly get out of control and be
difficult to contain.

PRECAUTIONARY /PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS. ..
& Fire Weather Watch means that critical fire weather conditions

may occur. Listen for later forecasts and possible Red Flag
Warnings.

SOLNEW.KBTY. Fil.A.28281.251@19T16887 -251828Taz2a87s f

Champlain VWalley of Wermont-Mortheast Kingdom-Central Vermont-
Morthern Taconics-South Central Greens-

Lower Connecticut Walley Morth-

1222 PM EDT Sat Oct 18 26825

- -.FIRE WEATHER WATCH IN EFFECT FROM SUMDAY AFTERMNCOOM THROLWGH
SUNDAY EVENIMNG FOR GUSTY WINDS ANMD LOW HUMIDITY FOR YWERMONT. ..

The HNational Weather Serwvice in Burlington has issued a Fire
Weather Watch for gusty winds and low humidity, which is in
effect ftrom Sunday atterncon through Sunday evening.

* AFFECTED AREA. ..A11 of central, esastern and northern Vermont,
including the Mortheast Kingdom and Champlain Valley.

* Timing. . -The lowest humidities and strongest winds will occur
between 1 PM and 28 PM on Sunday .

* WINDS. .. South 15 to 25 mph with gusts 25 to 35 mph.

* RELATIVE HUMIDITY...As low as 28 to 48 percent, but localized
higher wvalues across the central Green Mountains.

* TEMPERATURES. . .Highs in the upper 68s to mid 7és.

* Impacts...It any fires were to start the weather and ftuel
conditions cowuld cause fires to guickly get out of control and be
difficult to contain.

FRECAUTIOMNARY /FREPAREDMNESS ACTIONS. ..

A Fire wWeather wWatch means that critical fire weather conditions
may occur. Listen for later forecasts and possible Red Flag
kWarnings. Remember, a debris burn ban is in effect for all of
vermont which means no open burning of debris is allowed.

Sl
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National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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Fire Weather Watch
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Red Flag Warning for 19 October 2025 e o0 AM

JO.CON.EBTV.FW.W.2B881.251819T16887-251028T82807/
Champlain Valley of Vermont-Northeast Kingdom-Central Vermont-

URGENT - FIRE WEATHER MESSAGE
Mational Weather Service Burlington VT

335 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 2825 335 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 2825
NYZ282-192106- ...RED FLAG WARNING REMAINS IN EFFECT FROM NOON TODAY TO 10 PM
e EDT THIS EVENING FOR GUSTY WINDS AND LOW HUMIDITY FOR NORTH

5t. Lawrence-
325 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 2825

CENTRAL VERMONT. ..

...RED FLAG WARNING REMAINS TN EFFECT FROM NOOM TODAY TO 8 PM EDT * AFFECTED AREA...In Vermont, Champlain Valley of Vermont,
THIS EVENING FOR GUSTY WINDS AND LOW HUMIDITY FOR THE ST LAWRENCE Northeast Kingdom and Central Vermont.
VALLEY. . .

¥ Timing...The lowest humidities and strongest winds will occur

* AFFECTED AREA...In Mew York, the St. Lawrence Valley, which between 1 PM and 8 PM on Sunday

includes portions of St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties of New

York.
* WINDS...South 15 to 25 mph with gusts up to 35 mph.
* Timing...The lowest humidities and strongest winds will occur
between 1 PM and 6 PM on Sunday. * RELATIVE HUMIDITY...As low as 32 to 48 percent, but localized

higher values across the central Green Mountains.
* WINDS...South 15 to 25 mph with gusts up to 48 mph.

" . . .
* RELATIVE HUMIDITY...As low as 3@ to 35 percent. TEMPERATURES. . .Highs in the upper &8s to mid 7@s.

* TEMPERATURES. ..Highs between 75 and 28 degrees. * Impacts...If any fires were to start the weather and fuel

conditions could cause fires to quickly get out of control and
* Impacts...It any fires were to start the weather and fuel be difficult to contain.
conditions could cause fires to quickly get out of control and
be difficult to contain.

PRECAUTIONARY /FPREPAREDNESS ACTIONS...
PRECAUTIOMARY /PREPAREDMESS ACTIONS. ..
A Red Flag Warning means that dangerous fire weather conditions
A Red Flag Warning means that dangerous fire weather conditions are expected due to the combination of gusty winds, low relative

are expected due to the combination of gusty winds, low relatiwve humidities, and dry fuels. Any fires that develop may quickly get

humidities, and dry fuels. Any fires that develop may quickly get

. e , out of control and become difficult to contain. Remember, a
out of control and become difficult to contain.

debris burn ban is in effect for all of Vermont which means no
B& open burning of debris is allowed.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration Burling ton VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y
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Products and Services 9:00 AM

NWS Forecast Office Burlington, VT Burlington, VT

Weather gov = Burlington, VT Weather Forecast Office

® Fire Weather WatCh Current Hazards Cumrent Conditions Radar Forecasts Rivers and Lakes Climate and Past Weather  Local Programs
upgraded o Red Flag Click a location below for detailed forecast.
Warning for portions of Watches
Warnings &
northern NY and VT. Advisories

Red Flag Warning
Wind Advisary

e Special Weather
Statement issued for other
areas, due to near critical
fire weather conditions.

Special Weather
Statement

Hazardous Weather
Qutlook

L ]
Litica »
Herkimer Ba Manchesters

Last Map Update: Sun, Oct 19, 2025 at 7:04:19 am EDT

National Oceanic and National Weather Service

@ Atmospheric Administration .
V Burlington, VT

U.S. Department of Commerce




March 6, 2026

2  Example of Special Weather Statement 9:00 AM
<
v S
V.,
Western Rutland-Eastern Addison-Eastern Rutland-Western Windsor- Eastern Clinton-Western Clinton-Western Essex-Eastern Essex-
Eastern Windsor- Including the cities of Champlain, Plattsburgh, Dannemora,

Including the cities of Fair Haven, Rutland, Bristol, Ripton,
East Wallingford, Killington, Bethel, Ludlow, Springfield,
and White River Junction

128 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 2825

Ellenburg, Lake Placid, Newcomb, Port Henry, and Ticonderoga
128 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 20825

...Fire Weather Concerns Exist Across the Champlain Valley of New
...Fire Weather Concerns Exist Across Southern and Central Vermont York Today...
Today. ..

: : . Fine f remain very dr r rding th Yor
Fine fuels remain very dry across according to the Vermont ine fuels remal ery dry across according the New York State

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. This, combined with Department of Environmental Conservation. This, combined with low
low relative humidity values of 35 to 48 percent and gusty relative humidity values of 33 to 45 percent and gusty south to
south to southeast winds of 15 to 25 mph, locally to 38 mph across southeast winds of 20 to 3@ mph, locally up to 35 mph in parts of

higher terrain, may have an impact on fire weather conditions

western Clinton and Essex Counties in New York, may have an impact
today. If any fires were to start the weather and fuel conditions

: . crrs on fire weather conditions today. If any fires were to start the
could cause fires to quickly get out of control and be difficult R ; 3
to contain. weather and fuel conditions could cause fires to quickly get out

of control and be difficult to contain.
For more information about the current fire danger rating, any burn

restrictions, and wildfire prevention and education, please visit For more information about the current fire danger rating, any burn

your state forestry or environmental protection website.

restriction nd wildfire prevention an ion visi
Remember, a debris burn ban is in effect for all of Vermont which estrictions, and wildfire prevention a d education, please ASEL

means no open burning is allowed. your state forestry or environmental protection website.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration Burling ton VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y



Old Format

NYZ028-031-034-035-200000-
Eastern Clinton-Western Clinton-Western Essex-Eastern Essex-
Including the cities of Champlain, Plattsburgh, Dannemora,

Ellenburg, Lake Placid, Newcomb, Port Henry, and Ticonderoga
128 AM EDT Sun Oct 19 2025

...Fire Weather Concerns Exist Across the Champlain Valley of New
York Today...

Fine fuels remain very dry across according the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation. This, combined with low
relative humidity values of 33 to 45 percent and gusty south to
southeast winds of 20 to 30 mph, locally up to 35 mph in parts of
vestern Clinton and Essex Counties in New York, may have an impact
on fire weather conditions today. If any fires were to start the
weather and fuel conditions could cause fires to quickly get out
of control and be difficult to contain.

For more information about the current fire danger rating, any burn
restrictions, and wildfire prevention and education, please visit
your state forestry or environmental protection website.

National Oceanic and

V@ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

March 6, 2026

9:00 AM

New Format

§ i 1 ‘ | H | \ ‘: |

Special Weather Statement i
ational Weather Service Burlington VT

238 PM EDT Thu Mar 19 2026 i

VTZ602-065-006-008-009-016>018-200845.

Western Fraqklin-ﬂestern ChittendenaLémoilie¥ﬂashington-
Western Addison-Eastern Franklin-Eastern Chittenden.

Eastern Addison- L

Including the cities of St. Albans, Swanton, Burlington,
Shelburne, Johnson, Stowe, Montpelier, Waitsfield, Middlebury,

'Nefgennes, Enosburg Falls, Richford, Richmond, Underhill
Bristol, and Ripton :

238 PM EDT Thu Mar 19 2026

_...Near Critical Fire Weather Conditions are Expected Today...

%* AFFECTED AREA...Portions of central and northwest Vermont.

% WINDS. .
1

i* RELATIVE HUMIDITY...As low as 41 percent.

-South 18 to 20 mph with gusts up to 30 mph.

I TEMPERATURES. ..up to 40 degrees.

i
" : :

H’ FUELS. . .Per coordination with our partners,
|: weather has caused fine dead fuels across th

the recent dry
e region to dry out.

zf i:::g{§...1f any fires were to start the weather and fuel
J itions could cause fires to quickly get out of control and
~ be difficult to contain y

| .

or more information about the current
M ‘ fire danger rating,
r:::r:;tions. and wildfire prevention and educagion. plegseacxs::rn
ate forestry or environmental protection website. e
lss il

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT



Vermont Emergency Management
October 19, 2025 - @

¥y FIRE DANGER IS VERY HIGH ACROSS VERMONT TODAY - OCTOBER 19, 2025 1

A Red Flag Warning 1s in effect for the northern half of the state due to dry fuels, low humidity, and

brisk winds. These conditions mean any fire can start easily, spread rapidly, and become very difficult
to control.

| Even if you are outside the Red Flag Warning area, the entire state Is facing elevated fire danger
today.

(9Debris Burn Ban Still in Effect
www.drought.vermont.gov for drought resources and information.

@ National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce

March 6, 2026
9:00 AM

e Social media
posts to help
Inform the
public about
possible fire
weather
Impacts.

e Other agencies,
like VEM, also
amplified the
message.

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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Coordination of
Headlines

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
u Atmospheric Administration Burling ton VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y



March 6, 2026

Coordination Examples for Red Flag Day 9:00 AM

e A lot of coordination between NY and VT fire weather partners as well as neighboring offices.

Sat, Oct 18, 2025 Weather Taber Coordinated with Dan Dilner and based on fuels and fire danger in the very
10:59 AM Fire Wx high to localized extreme for Sunday, combined with wind gusts 20 to 30
mph with localized higher values near 40 mph and rh's in the 30 to 45%
range, he thought a fire wx watch is needed. They have had multiple issues
with rh's near 40% and winds only in the 15 to 20 mph range lately, same
concerns were given yesterday when Tyler and | met with GMNF folks. | did
reach out to GYX/BUF and ALY to share our thoughts. Also, thought SPC
should at least have a text mention in their day 2 fire weather product.

Sat, Oct 18, 2025 Weather Taber Recommended a fire wx coordination call with Capt Jackson to WFO ALY
12:26 PM Fire Wx We held the call at 1130 AM and based on expected winds/rh's agree to
Issue Fire Weather Watch for SLV and CPV in northern NY. Kept dacks out
given higher rh's and less receptive fuels per Capt Jackson.

Sat, Oct 18, 2025 Weather Taber | did split NY and VT fire weather watch based on winds arriving a little later
12:29 PM Fire Wx in VT and staying up into the evening hours, along with slightly higher rh's
and VT has the burn ban in effect for the entire state, which | based in the
statement per user request. If conditions look similar just upgrade to A Red
Flag Warning for Sunday on mid shift.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration Burling ton VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y
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Other Fire Weather Coordination Examples

Tue, Sep 30, 2025
338 PM

Weather
Fire Wx

Myskowski

Left a message with Dan Dilner. | was hoping to talk to him about tomormow
but he is likely busy. It would make sense to get his thoughts about the
Vermont side of the Champlain Valley so maybe he will call back. Conditions
are very similar to the NY side but previously he was on the side of not
issuing too much to prevent making the messaging less meaningful while
Captain Jackson was on the side of put it out because it would be bad if
something started without a SPS. The better conditions were honestly today.
Winds still matter more than RH.

Mon, Sep 29, 2025
3:36 PM

Weather
Fire Wx

Myskowski

Dan Dilner part 2. He had people out on the fires today and fuels dried much
faster than originally thought. Therefore, he is now borderline about an SPS.
The NEM 10 Td blend today was slightly too high on dew points and
forecast temperatures were slightly too low, making a forecast RH that was
about 5 percent too high. The gusts were forecast well. The key is that
anywhere wind gusts are above 20 mph tomorrow, he wants an SPS. Right
now, that is only the Champlain Valley where the RHs are higher but the
higher RHs are not significant. There is a fire in Granby where there are
enough leaves down that they are starting to run with a fusl model that is
assuming some bare conditions and the leaves on the ground are very ripe
to burn. For any SPS5 issued, send an email out to him, Devin and Kelsey
before 7 AM so they can message this. It's probably worth calling him too.

MH ETA: Called ALY and let them know about the above coordination with
Dan. They'll pass along to their mid shift, who will be sure to coordinate with
us before doing anything SPS-wise. Also, they're planning on reaching out to
their N fire partners on Tuesday (day shift) to see about headlines for
Wednesday. They'll forward along the meeting information so that we can
attend.

National Oceanic and

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

March 6, 2026
9:00 AM

Weather
Fire Wx

Thu, Sep 18, 2025
324 PM

Boyd

Coordinated with ALY/GYXNT wildire/GMNF/and Capt Jackson on expected
conditions for Friday. All agreed that winds/RH would be marginal, but noted
very dry conditions and increasing leaf litter. Primary concern for some are
record dryness of 1000hr fuels and potential for fire to carry even in marginal
wind. Leaf fall this year is notable since it's started early and that freshly
fallen leaves will carry fire rather than having 1-2days of transition time to dry
out. Captain Jackson pointed out that his primary concern areas are east
slopes of the Adirondacks and the 5t Lawrence Valley. Dan Dilner stated that
there have been 1-3 fires per week since July where usually the average is
near zero - "All we need is a little wind." Ryan with GMNF stated that the
birch trees have already lost most of their leaves. New Hampshire will be
adding an SP5 likely tonight, but our partners wanted to get the message out
earlier.

More burn bans will be going into effect Monday in VT.

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT
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Forecast Minimum
Humidities and
Maximum Wind Gusts
During Red Flag

Event

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
V Atmospheric Administration Burlington VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y



Maximum Wind Gust Forecast

Valid Sunday, October 19, 2025
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9:00 AM
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NEATH X T March 6, 2026
& Precipitation Forecast " 9:00 AM

et

Weather Forecast Office

Storm Total Precipitation Forecast Burreion vl
Valid 8 PM Sun Oct 19, 2025 to 2 AM Tue Oct 21, 2025 Issued Oct 18, 2025 1:03 PM EDT
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Summary of Forecast Conditions 9:00 AM

e Critically Low Humidities and Gusty Winds on Sunday:
o Minimum relative humidities generally in the 28-38 percent range.
o Gusty south to southeast winds develop by Sunday afternoon, with gusts in the 25-45
mph range for most places.
o Isolated power outages are possible and any downed power lines could produce new fire
starts, given the very dry fine fuels.

e Multiple Rain Chances Next Week:
o Widespread wetting rain will fall Sunday night into Monday, with totals in the 0.75to 1.5
Inch range for most places with localized higher amounts possible.
o Another round of rain Wednesday into Thursday, but it will be lighter and showery.

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration Burlington VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y



Observed Conditions
and Impacts

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
u Atmospheric Administration Burling ton VT
U.S. Department of Commerce y
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é Surface Analysis and Radar Imagery 1y 2020
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% Surface Analysis and Satellite Imagery March 6, 2026
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9:00 AM

= mma Today's Minimum Relative Humidity Oct 19, 2025 2:45 PM EDT
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100

percent

@ National Oceanicand National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration Burlin gt on VT
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Observed Minimum Humidity
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meswet [Odday's Maximum Gust Oct 19, 2025 2:45 PM EDT
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Observed Maximum Temperatures March 6, 2026

9:00 AM

= msen Today's Maximum Temperature Oct 19, 2025 2:45 PM EDT
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Multiple Fires Reported Across the Area on 19 October 2025

Several wild land fires break out in the North Crews fight wildfire at Ethan Allen Firing Range
Country

According to Franklin County dispatch, the largest fires are in Hogansburg, near the
Canadian border and Bloomingdale, which is about seven miles outside of Saranac Lake.

CREWS BATTLE MULTIPLE FIRES '
NORTHERN NEW YORK .'
» Multiple crews responding in
Plattsburgh, Hogansburg &

Bloommgdale. | : - Fn:::;:;pzlejrc;ipartments fighting wild land fire in
» More fires in Constable, Chas . . | . "
. . y v ¢ The fire is near Brown Road and Military Turnpike.
Mills, Waddington, Potsdam “ - ; &’ by e

Huevelton.

CREWS RESPOND TO WILDLAND FIRE

PLATTSBURGH, NY

» Fires in Franklin County have
been mostly contained.

§E:% Updated: 10:11 PM EDT Oct 19,2025 | Editorial Standards s WPt GAR EM ERT Quraas2ers | S Sondertie T
= Alexis Crandall
=
@ National Oceanic and S
Atmospheric Administration
V p PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. — Several North Country fire departments are battling a wildland fire off the
U.S. Department of Commerce

Military Turnpike in Plattsburgh.
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Any Questions?

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT

National Oceanic and

vw Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Comm
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