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When no flooding occurs, include miscellaneous river conditions below the small box, such as significant rises, record low 
stages, ice conditions, snow cover, droughts, and hydrologic products issued (NWS Instruction 10-924). 

 

 An X inside this box indicates that no flooding occurred within this hydrologic service area. 

 
Overall December 2020 was a warm and dry month as compared to seasonal normals. One significant 
snowfall event occurred on December 17th, though the heaviest snow was confined to our Southern 
Vermont counties. Snowfall totals (Figure 1) ranged from a dusting along the international border to 
over 40” in  Rutland and Windsor counties. A second significant storm system impacted the north  
country on Christmas day. Rainfall totals (Figure 2) with this system ranged from around a half an inch  
of rainfall to over 3”. This rainfall in combination with melting of our deep snowpack from the previous  
storm led to two of our rivers surpassing flood stage. The Ausable River at Ausable Forks, NY and the  
Otter Creek at Center Rutland, VT both surpassed minor flood stage in the 36 hours that followed. 
(Table 1) 
 
Precipitation totals for the month (Figure 3) ranged from under an inch to over 6” in the extreme  
southeast corner of our forecast area. The northern half of our CWA observed below normal  
precipitation, while above normal precipitation fell across southern Vermont. A similar picture is  
painted for monthly snowfall totals (Figure 5). Monthly snowfall totals ranged from just 2” in the  
Northern Adirondacks to over 50” in southern Vermont. Observed temperatures were well above  
seasonal normal for the month of December across our entire forecast area. (Figure 7). Due to the  
warmer than normal temperatures across the entire area, and below normal precipitation across much of  
our area, our region remains in D0 and D1 drought as of the end of December.  

 
Gage ID Flood Stage Crest Height Date Time 
ASFN6 7.0’ 8.73’ 12/25 19:45z 
CENV1 6.0’ 9.71’ 12/26 13:45z 

 
Table 1: Rivers that reached flood in December 2020 in BTV CWA. 



  
 
Figure 1: Snowfall totals from December 17, 2020 snowstorm.  
 



 
  
Figure 2: Rainfall totals from December 25, 2020 storm. 
  



 
 
Figure 3: Total precipitation for the month of December 2020 



 
 
Figure 4: Monthly precipitation departure from normal for the month of December 2020. 



 
 

Figure 5:  Monthly snowfall totals for the month of December 2020. 



 
 

Figure 6: Monthly snowfall departure from normal for December 2020. 



 
 
Figure 7:  Monthly temperature departure from normal for December 2020.  



 
 
Figure 8: Monthly precipitation departure from normal by county from NERFC for December 2020. 



 
 
Figure 9:  Drought monitor on December 29, 2020 for BTV CWA.  


