NWS Burlington: Winter/Spring Flood Outlook Januany 8 A

For northern New York and all of Vermont

Valid: January 8-21, 2026
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Overview

OVERVIEW/TAKEAWAYS:

* The open water flood potential is below normal for the majority of the area for the next two
weeks. Above normal flood potential exists for a small area of southwestern Vermont where a
slightly higher probability of thawing/runoff exists. Some light snowmelt and/or compaction of the
snowpack will likely occur in the January 8-11 time frame with modest thawing expected. However,
no heavy rainfall is expected, so the threat of large-scale runoff is minimal during this period.

= Snow cover and snow water content continue to generally increase across the area, with many areas
seeing near to above normal snow depths. This is especially true across higher terrain. On average,
above normal temperatures are expected over the next two weeks. Near to above normal precipitation
is also expected, which should fall largely as light snows or light mixed precipitation.

= River ice coverage will remain steady state or slowly build over the next two weeks, with most rivers
now partially or fully ice covered. No ice jams have been observed to date. No large-scale heavy
precipitation or thawing events are in the forecast, so the threat of ice breakup is minimal over the
next two weeks.

HAZARDS &
= Minimal flood impacts are expected over the next two weeks.
IMPACTS P P
= We will lie in an active, seasonable, early to mid-winter weather pattern through
OUTLOOK the next two weeks. At this time, no highly impactful systems that could produce
CHALLENGES a significant thaw or large river rises are anticipated. Precipitation should fall
mainly in the form of light snows or light mixed precipitation with limited runoff.
o = Soil moisture: Near to below normal
* Recent precipitation: Near normal G T ) I |
- Snow cover: Near to above normal = Groundwater: Trending below norma
ADDITIONAL | - Snow water equivalent: Near to above | * Témperature outlook: Above normal for
INFORMATION normal q ' the outlook period as a whole
- e = Precipitation outlook: Leaning above
* River levels: Mainly near normal .
normal for the outlook period as a whole
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FLOOD POTENTIAL

Normal

REGIONS

A limited area of southwest Vermont

Majority of VT and northern NY

Below

None

Next Briefing

January 22, 2026

Winter/Spring Flood Potential Outlook

Valid through Jan 22, 2026
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Shaded areas are NERFC forecast region

River Forecast Center

Northeast RFC
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weather.gov/nerfc
Disclaimer: This TWO WEEK outlook
compares the current flood potential to the
normal flood potential during the valid
period. It takes into account snowpack
conditions, antecendent soil moisture, water
supply, ice and future weather conditions.
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2> Snowpack continues to slowly build across the area

North Country Snow Water Equivalent Source: Natonal OperationalHycrologic
snow Depihs Wednesday, January 7, 2026 L
Champlain, Lower CT, and St Lawrence Valleys: ~ 5 - 10” li lriGHge Buringion, Vermort ‘
Mid-terrain (1000-2500 ft): ~ 10 - 30” <1 012
Higher terrain and summits (>2500 ft): 3+ feet — el b

Near normal valleys, near to above normal in higher terrain B - I e g I

6-9 St.

North country Snow Depth Source: National Operational Hydrologic ‘
Remote Sensing Center A‘
Wed neSday, Jan uary 7, 2026 Created by: The NWS Forecast Office "

Burlington, Vermont
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4. 7 Champlain, Lower CT, and St Lawrence Valleys: ~0.5 - 2.5”
J_rf Mid-terrain (1000-2500 ft): ~ 2 - 6”
s ,{ i ¥ / Higher terrain and summits (>2500 ft): ~ 4 to 8+”
T Tk S L ) — 7\35@%@3@@@ Near normal valleys, near to above normal in higher terrain
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e Any potential for ice jam flooding is
below normal over the next two
weeks. No ice jams are currently
observed.

e Rivers showing a mix of partially open
channels to fully ice covered
conditions. Where solid ice coverage
exists, thicknesses are estimated at 3
to 6 inches.

e Despite brief thawing conditions in the
Jan 8-11 time frame, large-scale
snowmelt and river rises are not

expected.

e Also, no heavy rainfall events are in the |
forecast, or look probable in the next _
10 days. East Branch Ausable River @ Au Sable Forks, NY (1/8/26)
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Streamflow: Status

® Above flood stage

All-time high for this 100™ percentile
day (maximum)

Much above normal >90™ percentile
76% — 90™ percentile

Above normal

Normal 25t — 75% percentile
10" - 24™ percentile

# Below normal
Much below normal <10™ percentile

All-time low for this 0™ percentile
day (minimum)

Not flowing
Not ranked

Measurement flag

Recent measurement unavailable

Comments: Marker color indicates the current
streamflow condition. Categories are based on the
percentile of existing streamflow records on this day-
of-the-year. A streamgage is not ranked when there
is less than 10 years of record or a current
streamflow value is unavailable. Flood stages are
maintained by the National Weather Service (NWS)
and are not established for all USGS streamgages.

Data Source:
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11:36 AM

Mainly near
normal values
where reliable
data exists
(courtesy USGS
Water
Dashboard)

A few below
normal readings
In northeastern
VT where long
term drought
persists.

National Weather Service

Burlington, VT


https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default
https://dashboard.waterdata.usgs.gov/app/nwd/en/?aoi=default
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Site Locations

@ Default

OMost Recent Water Level
Percentiles
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e Currently a mix of
above and below
normal levels our area
(courtesy USGS via
the National
Ground-Water
Monitoring Network)

e A general
deterioration in levels
has been observed
over the past 6 weeks
given majority of
recent precipitation is
locked up in the
extant snowpack.

National Weather Service
Burlington, VT


https://cida.usgs.gov/ngwmn/index.jsp
https://cida.usgs.gov/ngwmn/index.jsp
https://cida.usgs.gov/ngwmn/index.jsp
https://cida.usgs.gov/ngwmn/index.jsp
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Lake Champlain Extremes and 2026 Level

o NO immediate o Click and drag in plot area to zoom in
concerns with Date: Jan 7, 2026
Current: 94.95 ft.
current levels 102 wiidhbanodi

near normal and /

c:psettc)l . . , : A— | Flood Stage (99.5 ft)
climatologically y W

minimum winter

values. %

feet

94

e Future levels
heavily reliant on

92

future

precipitation and %0 — . . . . . . . . . . . .

Snowmelt Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan
. — Max Level — Avg lLevel = MinLevel == 2026 Level
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Normal mid-danuary Temperatures:

PRECIPITATION:

Highs: Mid 20s to lower 30s
TEMPERATURE: Above Normal

Lows: 5°F to

January 8, 2026

11:36 AM
15°F

6-10 Day Temperature Outlook @

Valid: January 13 - 17, 2026
Issued: January 7, 2026
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6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: January 13 - 17, 2026
Issued: January 7, 2026
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Contact and Next Briefing Information January 8, 2026

11:36 AM
For northern New York and all of Vermont

@ Contact Information

Next Briefing: Web |
Issued every two weeks = weather.gov/burlington

- Thursday, January 22, 2026 Phone (unlisted)
= Method: Sent via email by 5 pm > (802) 658-0150 or (802) 863-4279

A Disclaimer Email

= nwsbtv.info@noaa.gov
=> Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive

- Do Not Use After: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 Facebook

- www.facebook.com/NWSBurlington

Twitter
= twitter.com/NWSBurlington

National Oceanic and

@ National Onsenio el © National Weather Service
mosphneric ministration -
v us Ocpmlmpv.-m of Commesrce Burllngton, VT
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