July 12, 2026 RECORD HEAT

National Weather Service - Billings, MT

A very hot and record-breaking air mass impacted eastern Montana and northern
Wyoming on Sunday, July 12th. Above normal temperatures were felt for several days,
but the 12th was by far the hottest.

METEOROLOGY: The hot air mass was associated with a very strong and dry ridge of
high pressure. The water vapor satellite image below (centered over the western U.S.)
shows the expansive high over the Rockies and high plains. Low pressure existed over
British Columbia, and monsoon moisture lifted through the southerly flow near the
west coast, on the western flank of the high, so temperatures were not limited by
cloud cover. There was also no upstream wildfire smoke that could’ve held back
temperatures. Of course, there was a large region of hot temperatures over several
states, but southeast Montana and northern Wyoming saw the hottest conditions on
this day due to gusty southerly winds downsloping off of the nearby mountains
(downslope flow causes additional warming & drying). Overall, it was an ideal set up
for maximizing the heat from this very strong high pressure aloft.




HIGH TEMPERATURES: Many reliable stations with lengthy periods of record in our
forecast area established new all-time record high temperatures. In fact, the high of
116° at Ingomar 9E only missed the state record by one degree and stands as the 3rd
hottest temperature ever recorded in Montana. The state record is 117° set at Glendive
on 7/20/1893 and Medicine Lake on 7/5/1937. The high of 115° at the Miles City airport
is the 4th hottest temperature on record in Montana. In Wyoming, although Sheridan
broke its all-time record with 109°, it fell well short of the state record of 115° set at
Basin on 8/8/1983 and Diversion Dam on 7/15/1988.

The table below shows observed high temperatures on July 12th at main climate
stations (airports) and several cooperative observer sites. The previous all-time record
and period of record are also listed for each station. Temperatures on the 12th that tied
or broke the previous record are shown in red. Thanks to our coop observers for
providing this data.

MAIN CLIMATE 7/12/2026 PREVIOUS PERIOD OF
STATIONS (airports) MAX TEMP ALL-TIME RECORD RECORD BEGINS

Billings 1M1° 108° (7/14/2002) 1934
Livingston 105° 105° (8/5/1961) 1948
Miles City 115° 112° (6/26/2012) 1937
Sheridan 109° 107° (7/27/2021) 1907

Baker 110° 109° (7/25/2024) 1998

Note: Broken or tied records in red. Only the most recent records are shown.
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Ingomar 9E 116° 112° (7/14/2002) 1956
Brandenberg 14° 112° (7/14/2002) 1956
Powderville SNNE 114° 110° (7/27/2021) 1964
Bridger 2N 112° 110° (7/25/1933) 1900
Forsyth 112° 110° (7/14/2002) 1975
Hardin 11 112° (7/14/2002) 1948
Pompey’s Pillar 15N 1"1° 109° (7/14/2002) 1999




Biddle 8SW 110° 110° (7/27/2021) 1963
Billings Water Plant 10° 112° (7/31/2001) 1894
Broadus 110° 110° (7/27/2021) 1920
Moorhead 9NE 109° 109° (6/15/2021) 1958
Ridgeway 1S 109° 108° (8/22/2003) 1956
Columbus 108° 109° (7/21/1931) 1930
Plevna 108° 111° (7/6/1936) 1910
Dayton 107° 107° (6/16/2021) 2000
Melville 4W 1071° 95° (7/12/2002) 1961
Red Lodge 101° 101° (7/21/1931) 1894
Livingston 12S 100° 99° (7/13/2005) 1981
Story 100° 100° (7/28/2021) 2000
Mystic Lake 95° 94° (7/21/1931) 1924

IMPACTS: With extreme heat comes a significant risk of heat-related health impacts. It
is vitally important that people stay cool and hydrated. This was evident across the
area during this hot spell as people helped others stay safe from the heat.

e In Billings, the dangerous temperatures prompted local organizations to expand
services for people without reliable shelter. The Montana Rescue Mission
opened its doors earlier than usual to provide air conditioning, water, and a safe
place to escape the heat. First Congregational Church distributed bottled water
to those in need. (KTVQ)

e In Billings, Off the Streets, another homeless service provider, also helped
people during the heat wave by providing water and a cool place to stay.
(KULRS)

e The Strawberry Fest in Billings ended earlier than planned, due to the dangerous
heat. (Montana Talks)

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: Spells of intense heat in the summer are not uncommon, but
the heat on July 12th went above and beyond. One memorable period of extreme heat
was in mid July 2002. Many stations’ records were previously set at that time. Billings
airport set an all-time record with 107° on 7/12/2002, reached 106° the next day, and



reestablished a new record with 108° on the 14th (a record that stood for 24 years). For
many locations, July 1936 was the hottest month on record, something that July 2026
will not match (Billings reached triple digits 12 times in July 1936). Finally, although the
high at the Billings airport (the main climate station) on 7/12/2026 was a record-
breaking 111°, the city has seen a hotter temperature in the distant past. The Billings
Water Treatment Plant reported a high of 112° on 7/31/1901.

REGIONAL TEMPERATURES: The map below shows high temperatures on July 12th
across a broader region. Note that while the heat impacted a large area, southeast

Montana and northern Wyoming were hotter than surrounding areas.
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