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July 12th, 2026
Record Heat Southern Montana
July 12th, 2026

Overview

A strong ridge of high pressure was centered over the Northern Rockies the weekend of July
11-12, 2026. This brought extremely hot and dry conditions to the region, especially over
southeast Montana and northern Wyoming. On Saturday and Sunday, single-day record high
temperatures were either broken or tied at the five official climate sites for the Billings forecast
area: Billings, Livingston, Miles City, and Baker airports in Montana; and Sheridan Airport in
Wyoming. Four of those five sites also broke their all-time maximum temperature: Billings, Miles
City, Baker, and Sheridan, while Livingston tied its all-time record. High temperatures on Saturday
across the area were in the upper 90s to mid 100s. Sunday was by far the hottest day of this
event, with temperatures in the 100s to 115 degrees. The extreme heat along with very low
relative humidities, and southerly winds gusting 20 to 35 mph created critical fire weather
conditions on Sunday.

Timeline

- An Extreme Heat Watch was issued the morning of Wednesday, July 8th, 2026, for
Saturday, July 11th, 2026, through the evening of Sunday, July 12th, 2026. This watch
included all of the lower elevations of the NWS Billings forecast area in southern Montana
and northern Wyoming.

- On Thursday, July 9th, 2026, the Extreme Heat Watch was extended through Monday
evening.

- The night of July 9th, 2026, the Extreme Heat Watch was upgraded to an Extreme Heat
Warning beginning the morning of Saturday, July 11th, 2026, and remaining in effect
through the evening of Monday, July 13th, 2026.

- A Fire Weather Watch was issued across southern Montana and northern Wyoming on
Friday morning for Sunday, July 12th, 2026.

- The morning of Saturday, July 11th, 2026, the Fire Weather Watch was upgraded to a Red
Flag Warning from Sunday morning through Sunday evening.
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Unofficial Maximum Temperature Reports

Preliminary Max Temperatures July 12, 2026

Site New High Previous Previous Record
(°F) Daily Record | All-Time Record | Begins

MILESCITY | 115 | 104 (1954) | 111 (6/26/2012) | 1937
BILLINGS 1171 | 107 (2002) | 108 (7/14/2002) | 1934
BAKER 110 | 103 (2006) | 109 (7/25/2024) | 1998
( )
(

SHERIDAN | 109 | 104 (2002) | 107 (7/27/2021) | 1907
LIVINGSTON| 105 | 103 (2002) |105 (@/5/1961) —Tied| 1948
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Media use of NWS Web News Stories is encouraged!

Please acknowledge the NWS as the source of any news information from this site
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