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For more information about the Storm Prediction Center products:
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/misc/about.html#Convective%20Outlooks

Convective
Outlook

● Depict non-severe and severe
thunderstorm threats across
the contiguous United States.

● For tropical cyclones, the
outlooks on Day 2 and Day 3
allow a 5% total severe
probability to be a SLGT risk
because they are specifically
tornado-driven.

● Probabilistic forecast directly
expresses best estimate of a
severe weather event
occurring within 25 miles of a
point.

● Has concise, plain language
summary of type(s) of threat
along with timing, focused on
the highest-risk areas.

● Risk forecast does not
necessarily mean that the
thunderstorms within the
risk area will be slightly
severe.

● No two situations are
alike, even within the
same risk category.

● Can highlight the areas
most likely to be impacted
by tornadoes.

● Understand that not every
location within an outlook
will experience severe
weather or have
severe/tornado watches
or warnings issued.

TornadoWatch
(Tropical)

● TornadoWatches (tropical)
are issued when conditions
are favorable for either
multiple tornadoes or a
single intense tornado in
association with a tropical
system (storm or hurricane).

● For a TornadoWatch, the lead
time goal is 2 hours for the
first tornado event.

● Tornadoes associated with
tropical systems can and
do occur without a watch
in effect.

● A watch is not a warning,
and should not be
interpreted as a guarantee
that there will be severe
weather!

● Watches encourage the
general public to stay alert
for changing weather
conditions and probable
warnings.

● For emergency managers,
storm spotters, and the
broadcast media, watches
provide valuable lead time
to gear up operations and
increase staffing.
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