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Public Information Statement

National Weather Service Charleston SC

412 AM EDT Sun Aug 2 2026

...NWS DAMAGE SURVEY FOR AUGUST 1, 2026...

.Folly Beach, SC Waterspout/Tornado...

Rating: EFO

Estimated Peak Wind: 55 mph

Path Length /statute/: 0.05 miles

Path Width /maximum/: 15 yards

Fatalities: 0

Injuries: 0

Start Date: 08/01/2026

Start Time: 02:33 PM EDT

Start Location: Folly Beach / Charleston County / SC
Start Lat/Lon: 32.6562 / -79.9357

End Date: 08/01/2026

End Time: 02:34 PM EDT

End Location: Folly Beach / Charleston County / SC
End Lat/Lon: 32.6568 / -79.9363

Survey Summary:

A well-defined waterspout developed from a shower offshore of
Folly Beach, SC, just north of the Folly Beach Pier around 223 PM.
The waterspout moved slowly west-northwest over the ocean for
about 10 minutes before coming onshore as a tornado around 233 PM,
just south of the 3rd Street East public beach access point.

The tornado moved across the beach, throwing a number of a tents,
chairs and beach coverings into the air before dissipating along
East Arctic Avenue. Damage was minimal, with only minor impacts
noted to low-growth beach vegetation and no damage to nearby trees
or homes. Despite the tornado moving directly through a large group
of people, no injuries have been reported.

Based on public video footage and the lack of damage indicators,
the tornado is rated EF0 with maximum winds estimated to be near
55 mph.
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EF Scale: The Enhanced Fujita Scale classifies tornadoes into the
following categories:

EFO0..... 65 to 85 mph
EFl..... 86 to 110 mph
EF2..... 111 to 135 mph
EF3..... 136 to 165 mph
EF4..... 166 to 200 mph
EF5..... >200 mph

NOTE:

The information in this statement is preliminary and subject to
change pending final review of the event and publication in
NWS Storm Data.
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