Drought Information Statement for

South Texas
Valid March 2, 2024

Issued By: NWS Corpus Christi, TX
Contact Information: sr-crp.webmaster@noaa.qo

e This product will be updated April 07, 2024 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/crp/DroughtinformationStatement for previous statements.
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r& U.S. Drought Monitor
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v, ”»>  Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for South Texas

e Majority of South Texas is drought free U.S. Drought Monitor
Corpus Christi, TX WFO

e Droughtintensity and Extent

D4 (Exceptional Drought): None

D3 (Extreme Drought): None

D2 (Severe Drought): None

D1 (Moderate Drought): Northwest Brush

Country

DO: (Abnormally Dry): Southern Brush Country

O O O O

O

March 2, 2024
6:42 PM

February 27, 2024

(Released Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 [D1-D4 | D2-D4 §n=ZsZ e}

Curmrent 7348 | 2652 (13.79 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week
B20s0 73.48 | 2652 | 13.79 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

3MonthsAgo | 5703 | 4297 | 22.06 | 1.43 | 0.00 | 0.00

11-28-2023

Start of
Calendar Year | 4593 | 54.07 |21.95 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-02-2024

Start of
Water Year 433 | 9567 | 7250 | 3540 [ 23.70 | 0.00
09-26-2023

One YearAgo | 541 | 9799 | 90.76 | 26.55 | 0.21 | 0.00
02-28-2022

Intensity:
:| None |:] D2 Severe Drought
:| DO Abnorma Ity Dry - D3 Extreme Drought

[ ] D1 Moderate Drought [Jlij D4 Exceptional Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condiions.
Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.uni.edu/About.aspx

Author:
Richard Heim
NCEI/NOAA

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

Corpus Christi, TX


https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/png/current/current_usdm.png
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Recent Change in Drought Intensity

Link to the latest 4-week change map for South Texas

Four Week Drought Monitor Class Change.

Drought Worsened: Small portion of the
Southern Brush Country

No Change: Much of the Brush Country

Drought Improved: Northern Coastal
Plains and portions of the Brush Country

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Corpus Christi, TX WFO
4 Week

February 27, 2024
compared to
January 30, 2024
droughtmonitor.unl.edu

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX

March 2, 2024

6:42 PM



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/data/chng/png/current/current_conus_chng_4W.png
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e Rainfall amounts
ranged from around
0.20" to near 4
throughout the month
of February. Much of
the region saw below

o
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February 2024 Percent of Normal Rainfall
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https://www.weather.gov/crp/daily_rainfall_temps
https://www.weather.gov/crp/daily_rainfall_temps

March 2, 2024
Temperature 6:42 PM

PY Temperatures were Temperature (F) Departure from Normal Temperature (F)
above normal for 1/29/2024 - 2/27/2024 1/29/2024 - 2/27/2024

February 2024.
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Generated 2/28/2024 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers 924 at HPRCC using provisional data. NOAA Regional Climate Centers
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WEATH Y
r& Summary of Impacts 642 PM
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Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts

Low reservoir levels contributing to water restrictions

Agricultural Impacts

Coastal Bend Region: Weather conditions varied, with windy conditions accelerating topsoil moisture depletion,
followed by drying conditions and unseasonably warm weather facilitating planting progress. Crop planting activities
were underway, with field crop producers initiating corn planting in drier sandy fields. In Nueces County, favorable
planting conditions supported excellent progress for all crops, including corn, sorghum and cotton. Similarly, Refugio
County initiated corn and milo planting amidst mild temperatures and decreasing rainfall. Pasture conditions were
improving across the region, with annual winter pastures sustaining cattle grazing operations and pastures growing
rapidly with warmer weather. Livestock producers continued supplemental feeding amidst hay consumption
slowdowns. Cattle maintained good condition and cattle prices remained high on lower inventories, contributing to
strong livestock markets.

South Region: Warm weather encouraged pastures and rangelands to green up and trees to bloom. Producers started
planting corn and preparing fields for peanut and cotton planting. Strawberries were producing well. Spinach and
cabbage production was coming to an end. Wheat, oat and rye fields were improving. Topsoil and subsoil conditions
were adequate due to recent rainfall. Hay prices were still high. Although supplemental feeding continued, producers
also started turning livestock on rangelands and pastures. Cattle prices were firm at local markets. Wildlife was very
active.

@ National Oceanic and National Weather Service
v Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce Corpus Christi, TX


https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Fire Hazard Impacts
e Normal wildfire potential at this time

Other Impacts
e Corpus Christi under stage 1 water restrictions
e Laredo under stage 2 water restrictions
e Alice under stage 2 water restrictions

Mitigation Actions
e Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information.

@ i Genar) National Weather Service
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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USGS 7-Day Avg Streamflow | Texas Reservoirs

Friday, Harch 01, 2024

S,

e Below to much below

normal flows west of - : Fel I
. HE= Reservoir Elevation Elevation
Highway 281. N T e (ft) (ft)
e A few locations of SRR AR
normal flows across 2 = Choke Canyon. 2205 192.4
the Coastal Bend and 2 Ne 9l
Victoria Crossroads. b | mseiar v e e L oKe orbus 240 o5
oL o LS risti
Lake Texana 44.0 43.8
Coleto Creek 98.0 98.4
Canyon Lake 909.0 887.6
= USGS Explanation - Percentile classes
<10 | 10-24 | 2575 | 76.90 | >90 | Lake Amistad 1117.0 1050.8
Low : ; { High |NoData
mhbsow) Bson | noma | Abots Mochabars
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https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/images/index.php?mt=pa07d_nwc&st=tx
https://www.waterdatafortexas.org/reservoirs/statewide
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Crop Mcisture Index by Division

* Sollmoisture levels are Shor Terr Nl ver Avcickt Wakee i  Slom Sou rofee
near normal for much of -
South Texas.

e Northwest Brush
Country currently
experiencing slightly
below normal soil

rnoistu re Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile % .
. MAR 01 : 2024 [11-3.0 or less [Severely Dry) \Q Climate Prediction Center, NOAAW Q:“(\
S [J-2.0 to -2.9 (Excessively Dry) [J+1.0 to +1.9 (Abnormally Moist)
[]-1.0 to 1.9 (Abnormally Dry} [+2.0 to +2.9 (Wet)

=0.9 to +0.9 [Slrightly Dry/Favorably Maist) +3.0 and above (Excassively Waltl
9 Y
45N

40N
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Soilmst_Monitoring/Figures/daily/curr.w.rank.daily.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/regional_monitoring/cmi.gif
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& Fire Hazard Impacts

Link to Wildfire Potential Outlooks from the National Interagency Coordination Center.

March 2, 2024
6:42 PM

e Burn Bansin place
across portions of
South Texas

e Normal significant
wildfire potential
through the spring

Latest TX Burn Ban map
available here.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

OUTDOOR BURN BANS

[Hansfordlochiltre

March 02, 2024

Hartey utchinso .
4 [EXAS A&GM - Email updates to:
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_— —1. burnban@tfs.tamu.edu
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DISCLAIMER

County burn ban orders are established by county judges
and/or county commissioners' courts. Texas A&M Forest
Service is not responsible for establishing or removing
burning bans. Texas A&M Forest Service is updating and
displaying this information daily as a public service.

For more information please contact your
local county judge's office or county website.

RED FLAG WARNINGS: www.weather.gov
Additional map formats available at https://tfsweb.tamu.edu/Burnbans/

Counties with Burn Bans:65

Armstrong
Bailey
Baylor
Borden
Brewster
Briscoe
Brooks
Cameron
Castro
Cochran
Coke
Crockett
Culberson
Dallam
Dimmit
Donley
Duval
Eastland
El Paso
Garza
Glasscock
Gray

Hale
Haskell
Hemphill
Hidalgo
Hudspeth
Jeff Davis
Jim Hogg
Kenedy
King
Kinney
Knox
Lamb

La Salle
Lipscomb
Martin
Maverick
Medina
Mitchell
Moore
Nolan
Oldham
Potter

Presidio
Randall
Reagan
Reeves
Roberts
San Patricio
Sherman
Starr
Stonewall
Terrell
Throckmorton
Upton
Uvalde
Val Verde
Ward
Wilbarger
Willacy
Winkler
Wise
Zapata
Zavala

Significant Wildland Fire Potential Outlook
March 2024

Puerto Rico

Significant Wildland Fire Potential

I ~bove Normal [ Geographic Area Boundary
[ Below Normal ~ [___| Predictive Services Area Boundary

[ Normal [ state Boundary

SERVICES

Map produced by

Predictive Services,

National Interagency Fire Center
Boise, Idaho

Issued March 1, 2024

Next issuance April 1, 2024

Above normal significant wildland fire potential indicates a greater than usual likelihood that significant wildland fires will occur.
Significant wildland fires should be expected at typical times and intervals during normal significant wildland fire potential conditions.
Significant wildland fires are still possible but less likely than usual during forecasted below normal periods.

National Weather Service
Corpus Christi, TX



https://tfsfrp.tamu.edu/wildfires/decban.png
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://twc.tamu.edu/kbdi
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" »> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Equal chances for above
and below normal
temperatures.

Below normal
precipitation across the
Brush Country.

Equal chances for above
and below precipitation
for the Victoria Crossroads
and the Coastal Bend.

Monthly Precipitation Outlook &%

Valid: March 2024
Issued: February 29, 2024

Monthly Temperature Outlook &%

Valid: March 2024
Issued: February 29, 2024

Probability Probability

(Percent Chance) ; Equal (Percent Chance)
Neal Below -3 Chan Above Near Below
Normal Normal Normal P (\\’S ances Normal Normal Normal ..
33-40% [ 33-40% eaning ) Leaning / [ 33-40% [_]33-40% [_] 33-40% Leaning
I <0- N Above \_ [ 40-50% [ 40-50% [ 40-50% J/ Below
Equal I 50-60% B 50-60%
Chances 70%  Equal 70%
Equal " m Likely I co-70% Chances I co-70% Likely
nances Above Bl 70-80% - B 70-80% Below
e & B 30 I s0-90%
E T s B oo I 90-100%
- -
National Oceanic and National Weather Service

Vﬁ Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce Corpus Christi, TX


https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

czfég Drought Outlook March6:2‘,122(;2“4nl

v.,..3% The latest monthly and seasonal drought outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

e Droughtis expected to U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook Tk Ml 5024
persist aCross the Drotjght Tendency During the Valid Period Released February 29, 2024

Brush Country this
spring

i v\\ 2 /j ( F‘ 1>->
-—r”’C/’/vi/\ L\
\ 7 { ’ Depicts large-scale trends based

- on subjectively derived probabilities
73 ‘7;72 guided by short- and long-range
J

statistical and dynamical forecasts.
3 Use caution for applications that
-~ A can be affected by short lived events.
e el ‘g}'x) "Ongoing" drought areas are
i ~;~ based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
D areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the
end of the period (DO or none).

. Drought persists

Drought remains,
but improves

Author:
Adam Allgood
NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center

Drought removal likely

Drought development likely

=
SIS : o ~
“ o <= U.S. Virgin \
Islands . .
Hawaii ] ’ [ 5
“ D Puerto Rico X%vf

https://go.usa.gov/3eZGd

Alaska
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/

